
APPENDIX E:  DRAFT EIS PUBLIC COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

The appendix contains comments received from federal, state, and local agencies, and the general 
public during the public comment period for the Draft F-35A Operational Beddown Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS).  The public comment period began on April 13, 2012 with the Draft EIS Notice of 
Availability (NOA) published in the Federal Register. Public meetings were held in 16 communities across 
the country and commenced on April 30th and ended on May 17th.  However, due to a request from the 
state of Maine, an additional hearing meeting was held on June 5th and the comment review period 
extended another 19 days to June 20, 2012.  In total, the comment review period comprised 64 days. 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), all comments were reviewed.  
Responses were provided for all comments and substantive comments incorporated into this Final EIS.  
All comments will be taken into consideration by the Air Force in its decision-making process.  The 
following presents the Air Force’s Comment and Response Process. 

Please note that as noted indicated on the public displays, registration cards, comment forms, and 
copies of the Draft EIS and Executive Summary, providing your name in the EIS process meant that you 
understood that your name and comment would be made part of the public record for this EIS.   

E1 Comment Receipt and Review 

Receipt 

Comments on the Draft EIS included both written correspondence via letters, faxes, or emails, and oral 
testimony received during the 64-day public comment period.  All comments received during that period 
are included in the Comments section. 

Review 

In accordance with 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1503.4, comments were assessed and 
considered as follows: 

• Each letter or testimony was assigned an identification number and all comment letters and 
testimony were read and reviewed carefully. 

• Within each comment letter or testimony, substantive comments were identified and 
bracketed. Three guidelines were used for determining substantive comments: 
1. The comment questioned the Proposed Action, alternatives, or other components of the  

F-35 Operational Beddown action. 
2. The methodology of the analysis or results was questioned. 
3. The use, adequacy, and/or accuracy of data were questioned. 

• The bracketed comments were reviewed by environmental resource specialists who draft the 
responses.   

• In some cases, similar comments were assigned the same response.  If the same comment was 
repeated within the same letter or testimony, it was bracketed the first time it appeared. 
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• Individual bracketed comments were assigned a number and a response.  These responses are 
organized consecutively by number and appear in the Responses section of this Appendix.  

• The EIS was modified to make corrections and improve or clarify the analysis. 

E2 Organization 

All comments received throughout the 64-day review period were considered equally.  The comment 
are printed in numerical order and organized as follows: 

• Testimony:  commenters were each accorded a number beginning with HO (hearing oral). 
• Written comments:  written comments received at the public hearing meetings were assigned a 

number starting with HW (hearing written). 
• Letter comments:  written, faxed, and emailed comments received outside of the hearing 

meetings were assigned an M (mailed comments). 
• Form letters:  a sample of each of the several types of form letters, with the comments 

bracketed, is provided to reduce redundancy.  Any form letters having additional comments 
were included as separate comments.  All of the form letter commenters, however, were 
assigned a unique comment number and are part of the project record used by decisionmakers.   

• Signed petitions:  petitions received were assigned a single comment identification number and 
substantive comments bracketed.  The number of petition signers was noted but it was 
impossible to determine if there were duplicates.  This was either due to inability to read 
illegible signatures or no addresses were provided. 

The Air Force also received numerous comments after June 20, 2012—the end of the official comment 
period.  These comments were not included as part of the Final EIS or this appendix; however, they have 
become part of the official record and will be considered in the decision-making process. 

E3 Locating Your Comment 

A directory begins on page E-5 and is arranged alphabetically by last name in the form we received the 
comments:  Oral Testimony at the Hearings (Table E-1), Written Comments Received at the Hearings 
(Table E-2), and Comments Submitted via Postal Service, Email, and Facsimile (Table E-3).  After locating 
your name, note the comment number in the third column.  This identification number was assigned to 
your oral and/or written comments and is labeled next to your oral testimony or in the top right corner 
(space permitting) of the written letters/emails/etc.  In some instances, individuals asked their names to 
be withheld from the publication.  For these individuals, their name is listed as “anonymous”.  If the 
signature/commenter was illegible that too is noted.   

As was mentioned above, the comments are arranged in three categories: 1) oral testimony given at the 
hearing meetings, 2) written comments presented at the hearing meetings, and 3) mailed comments 
received during the 64-day public review and comment period.  Section E5 of this appendix presents the 
comments received in these three categories and they are arranged accordingly:   

1. Oral Testimony:  By hearing location and the order in which they were presented (e.g., HO001 
was the first oral testimony at Layton, Utah). 
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2. Written Submittals:  Arranged by number (e.g., HW001 was the first written comment received 
in Layton, Utah). 

3. Mailed Comments:  Numbered in the order they were received (e.g., M001 was the first 
comment received and M938 was the last comment post marked 20 June 2012). 

Other information provided in the directory includes the locational alternative that the comment was 
associated (in the fourth column) and the fifth column provides a listing of responses to issues identified 
and bracketed in the comment. 

E4 Comment Key  

The following were used to identify the comment by resource category; the number following the 
abbreviation designates the particular comment in the specific resource category. 

AA-Airfields and Airspace 
AQ-Air Quality 
BR-Biological Resources 
CR-Cultural Resources 
CU-Cumulative Impacts 
EJ-Environmental Justice 
FS-Facilities and Services 
GO-General Opposition 
GS-General Support 

IN-Involvement 
NS-Noise 
PA-Proposed Action 
PI-Public Involvement 
PN-Purpose and Need 
SA-Safety 
SO-Socioeconomics 
TT-Transportation and Traffic 
WR-Water Resources 

E5 Locating Responses to Comment 

Air Force responses to comments are located in the Responses section of this volume and are noted in 
column five of the directory.  All substantive comments within each comment letter were given a 
response number.  Substantive oral comments from public hearings were also bracketed and given a 
response number.  Response numbers are printed next to the brackets in the right margin of the 
comments.  Every bracketed comment has a corresponding response.  Each response is designed to be 
read along with the comment it addresses.  Air Force responses to comments are located immediately 
following the comment section.  They are organized alphabetically by response code.  The first page of 
the responses provides a key to the response codes. 

The responses refer to both the Draft EIS and Revised Draft EIS documents, as appropriate.  For 
example, if the commenter suggests a deficiency in the Draft document, the response may refer to the 
Draft EIS for clarification.  Where the Revised Draft EIS includes amended information, the reader has 
been directed to that section of the Revised Draft EIS. 

Public and agency involvement is an important part of the NEPA process, and all comments whether 
bracketed or not are taken into consideration by the Air Force in its decision-making process. 
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Table E-1.  Oral Testimony Presented at the Hearing Meetings 
Last Name First Name Comment # Action of Interest Response Codes Applied 

Abrams Mark  HO090 Burlington AGS GO-2, PA-5 
Adams State Senator Stuart  HO005 Hill AFB GS-1 
Adams State Senator Stuart  HO027 Hill AFB GS-1 
Aldrich Brad  HO130 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Appelton Richard  HO072 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Archambeau Tiki  HO098 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Baechle Tim  HO085 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bailey Bruce  HO112 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Baldwin Scott  HO144 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Banderter Mayor Chad  HO008 Hill AFB GS-1 
Baten Gene  HO048 McEntire JNGB/Shaw AFB GS-1 
Becker James  HO104 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bergg Dave  HO065 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Bishop Congressman Rob  HO003 Hill AFB GS-1 
Blackwelder Grier  HO070 McEntire JNGB/Shaw AFB GS-1 
Blank Robert  HO071 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bonwhuis Councilman Mike  HO023 Hill AFB GS-1 
Bostwick Kyle  HO082 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bourassa Roger  HO087 Burlington AGS PI-8 
Bourassa Roger  HO129 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Bowden Seth  HO119 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Boyd Kenneth  HO141 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Brassard Tom  HO080 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Brooks Dick  HO158 Burlington AGS IN 
Brown Earl  HO109 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Buck Juliet  HO135 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-1 
Burbank Kirsten  HO156 Burlington AGS BR-10, GO-1, SO-14 

Burbank Kristen  HO160 Burlington AGS LU-4, LU-10, PA-21, PA-22, PI-7, PI-12, PI-15, WR-2, SO-14, 
SO-16 

Burton Barry  HO025 Hill AFB GS-1 
Buttschardt Kim  HO033 Hill AFB GS-1 
Caputo Laura  HO091 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Carpenter Alden  HO059 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Carrigan Chris  HO128 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Carter Kurt  HO140 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Carton Joe  HO131 Burlington AGS NS-11 
Caulford Nathan  HO039 Hill AFB GS-1 
Caulford Nathan  HO043 Hill AFB GS-1 
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Table E-1.  Oral Testimony Presented at the Hearing Meetings 
Last Name First Name Comment # Action of Interest Response Codes Applied 

Cavanaugh Brian  HO133 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Checketts Richard  HO066 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Christopolus Tom  HO034 Hill AFB GS-1 
Clavelle Tom  HO093 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Coates Patricia  HO074 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Condon General Pat  HO002 Hill AFB GS-1 
Condon General Pat  HO029 Hill AFB GS-1 
Conyers Harrison  HO050 Jacksonville AGS GS-1 
Corder Senator Tim  HO063 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Crandall Bill  HO164 Burlington AGS IN 
Crockett Jared  HO162 Burlington AGS PA-21 
Curtis Mayor Steve  HO007 Hill AFB GS-1 
Davis Gary  HO145 Burlington AGS IN 
Davis Susan  HO037 Hill AFB GS-1 
Deschaies Roger  HO102 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Deslauriers David  HO097 Burlington AGS NS-11 
Devine Kelly  HO081 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Diner Eva  HO105 Burlington AGS AQ-1, GO-2, SA-1 
Downs Lowenda  HO018 Hill AFB GS-1 
Dunlap Joy  HO161 Burlington AGS BR-3, BR-10, SO-4 
Dusablon Frederick  HO099 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Dwyer Kevin  HO117 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Dye Rulon  HO036 Hill AFB GS-1, NS-11 
Eastler Tom  HO151 Burlington AGS AA-8, PI-20 
Ecker Emily  HO154 Burlington AGS LU-19, PA-21, PI-8 
Emery Meaghan  HO089 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-3, PA-4, SO-8 
Estrin Marc  HO101 Burlington AGS IN 
Etherson Alison  HO111 Burlington AGS LU-1, NS-14 
Etherton Bud  HO114 Burlington AGS NS-29, PA-13, PI-1, PI-4 
Feldman Jeremy  HO062 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Ferland Brad  HO076 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Flingt Tage  HO016 Hill AFB GS-1 
Florence Brad  HO038 Hill AFB GS-1 
Floyd John  HO108 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Furtado Weddy  HO054 Mountain Home AFB BR-3 
Galke Detlef  HO045 Hill AFB GS-1 
Goddard Mark  HO020 Hill AFB GS-1 
Goldsmith George  HO047 McEntire JNGB/Shaw AFB GS-1 
Goldsmith General  HO068 McEntire JNGB/Shaw AFB GS-1 
Greco Roseanne  HO113 Burlington AGS GO-1, PI-9 
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Table E-1.  Oral Testimony Presented at the Hearing Meetings 
Last Name First Name Comment # Action of Interest Response Codes Applied 

Grenon Brian  HO094 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Griscom Lloyd  HO152 Burlington AGS SO-14 
Griscom Lloyd  HO159 Burlington AGS SO-14, SO-16 
Guernsey David  HO148 Burlington AGS NS-5, NS-36, SO-1, SO-14 
Handy State Rep Steven  HO022 Hill AFB GS-1 
Harder Henry  HO142 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Hardman Dave  HO032 Hill AFB GS-1 
Harms Louis  HO096 Burlington AGS GO-1, PI-8 
Hatch Senator Orrin  HO001 Hill AFB GS-1 
Hatch Senator Orrin  HO028 Hill AFB GS-1 
Herstman Hugh  HO015 Hill AFB GS-1 
Hinge Nick  HO106 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Holland William  HO049 McEntire JNGB/Shaw AFB GS-1 
Holland Major General Retired William  HO069 McEntire JNGB/Shaw AFB GS-1 
Holmgren Jodi  HO014 Hill AFB GS-1 
Isaac Alain  HO064 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Jenkins Senator Scott  HO035 Hill AFB GS-1 
Johnson James  HO044 Hill AFB GS-1 
Jones David  HO138 Burlington AGS GS-1 
King Justin  HO103 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Lambrecht Steve  HO121 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Lamonthe Brian  HO123 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Lamothe Chris  HO132 Burlington AGS GS-1, NS-11 
LeBaron Councilman Mike  HO011 Hill AFB GS-1 
Lyon Seabury  HO155 Burlington AGS PI-1, PI-8, SO-16 
Mack Corey  HO088 Burlington AGS GO-2,  LU-2, PA-4, NS-3, NS-8 
Maclean Alexandra  HO075 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Martin Barbara  HO056 Mountain Home AFB PA-1 
Matson Peter  HO024 Hill AFB GS-1 
Mauzaka Tom  HO150 Burlington AGS NS-36, PA-20, PA-21, PI-12 
Mayfield Rick  HO019 Hill AFB GS-1 
McAleer Donna  HO013 Hill AFB GS-1 
McCleese Ike  HO046 McEntire JNGB/Shaw AFB GS-1 
McCleese Ike  HO067 McEntire JNGB/Shaw AFB GS-1 
Merrick Joe  HO052 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Meunier Gabriele  HO116 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Miller Richard  HO122 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Morrill Anstiss  HO153 Burlington AGS AA-8, NS-36, PA-21 
O'Brien Mayor Mike  HO083 Burlington AGS NS-16, PI-11 
Oda Curtis  HO026 Hill AFB GS-1 
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Table E-1.  Oral Testimony Presented at the Hearing Meetings 
Last Name First Name Comment # Action of Interest Response Codes Applied 

Padusky Rebecca  HO143 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Payne Mayor Tammy  HO051 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Perlson Nancy  HO157 Burlington AGS AA-8, BR-3, PA-21, SO-14 
Pierce Howard  HO118 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Pizzagalli John  HO127 Burlington AGS GS-1, NS-29, NS-30 
Pomerleau Terrence  HO115 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Quest Sophie  HO126 Burlington AGS LU-3 
Reid State Senator Stuart  HO030 Hill AFB GS-1 
Rendall Don  HO137 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Richins Ron  HO041 Hill AFB GS-1 
Riddle Barbara  HO021 Hill AFB GS-1 
Rissacher Dan  HO107 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Roberts Diane  HO060 Mountain Home AFB GO-2 
Robinson Sara  HO084 Burlington AGS PI-11, SO-1 
Rogers Richard  HO058 Mountain Home AFB PA-1 
Ross David  HO136 Burlington AGS NS-21 
Rush Steve  HO017 Hill AFB GS-1 
Russell Mayor Ron  HO010 Hill AFB GS-1 
Savage Brian  HO077 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Savage Brian  HO078 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Saviello Tom  HO147 Burlington AGS IN 
Schmitz Dave  HO042 Hill AFB GS-1 
Schwartz Janice  HO100 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Scott Lieutenant Governor Phil  HO079 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Smith Jim  HO012 Hill AFB GS-1 
Sporn Perry  HO086 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Stark Ray  HO061 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Stevenson State Senator Jerry  HO004 Hill AFB GS-1 
Stevenson State Senator Jerry  HO031 Hill AFB GS-1 
Steward Roy  HO040 Hill AFB GS-1 
Stuono Bill  HO092 Burlington AGS LU-1, PA-13 
Terry Steve  HO125 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Thomas Chuck  HO057 Mountain Home AFB PA-1 
Thompson Ted  HO053 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Topper Douglas  HO149 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Townsend Maida  HO110 Burlington AGS GO-1, SO-1 
Tracy and Weinstein John and David  HO073 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Trono Steve  HO095 Burlington AGS BR-3, LU-1, PA-3, PA-4, PI-9, SO-3 
Ventriss Lisa  HO120 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Walker Larry  HO124 Burlington AGS GS-1 
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Table E-1.  Oral Testimony Presented at the Hearing Meetings 
Last Name First Name Comment # Action of Interest Response Codes Applied 

Weiler State Senator Todd  HO006 Hill AFB GS-1 
Wells Mike  HO146 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Wells Mike  HO163 Burlington AGS PN-1 
Wells Bree  HO055 Mountain Home AFB PA-1 
Wood Mayor Don  HO009 Hill AFB GS-1 
Work Steven  HO134 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Wortheim David  HO139 Burlington AGS GS-1 
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Table E-2.  Written Comments  Submitted at the Hearing Meetings 
Last Name First Name Comment # Action of Interest Response Codes Applied 

Ackerson John  HW091 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Ackerson Pamela  HW092 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Anonymous   HW084 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Anonymous   HW114 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Barrett Tim  HW096 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Barrows Joanne  HW025 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Becker James  HW017 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Benshirion Zeke  HW082 Burlington AGS SO-1 
Berry Debbie  HW031 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bibea Craig  HW119 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Blair Carol  HW103 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Brook Meg  HW107 Burlington AGS AQ-2, GO-1, SO-4, WR-1 
Brown Burbank Kristen HW127 Burlington AGS BR-3, BR-10, GO-1, SO-1, SO-4, SO-14 
Bushell Tammy  HW022 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Cadiele Jeannete  HW042 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Cantrell Tuck  HW087 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-10 
Carpenter Marvin  HW020 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Cassidy Michael  HW012 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Cemente Suzan  HW064 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Cheney Joe  HW086 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Colling Kelly  HW121 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Comette Gary  HW039 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Comette Gary  HW067 Burlington AGS GS-1 

Crandall William C.  HW129 Burlington AGS LU-10, PA-21, PA-22, PI-2, PI-7, PI-12, SA-7, WR-2,  
SO-4, SO-14, SO-16 

Cross Pete  HW041 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Cross Patty  HW043 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Cross John  HW045 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Davis Garry  HW014 Burlington AGS IN 
Deep Bryan  HW058 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Deep Tina  HW059 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Deep Richard  HW060 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Deep Agatha  HW061 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Deshaies Roger  HW101 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Edibratt Will R.  HW090 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Feurzeig David  HW094 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Fisher Deanna  HW040 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Fitzgerald Matthew J.  HW081 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Fitzpatrick Charlene  HW076 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Fletcher Tony  HW035 Burlington AGS GS-1 
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Table E-2.  Written Comments  Submitted at the Hearing Meetings 
Last Name First Name Comment # Action of Interest Response Codes Applied 

Fletcher Lisa  HW036 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Foell JoAnne  HW072 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Follett Michael  HW109 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Fraga Thomas A.  HW097 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Frederick Marilyn  HW024 Burlington AGS GS-1 
French Emily  HW047 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Gamelin Aline M.  HW116 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Gibson Bambi  HW003 Hill AFB NS-1 
Giroux Glenda  HW048 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Giroux Michael L.  HW049 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Giroux Gina R.  HW050 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Godfrey Gay B.  HW117 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Godsoe Ben  HW128 Burlington AGS PA-21, SO-16 
Greensmith Judy  HW074 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Griscom Lloyd  HW125 Burlington AGS PA-21, PI-2, PI-8, SO-16 
Hagel Barbara  HW046 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Hibberd Earl  HW001 Hill AFB GS-1 
Hodsden Keith  HW099 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Hoff Kimberly D.  HW098 Burlington AGS GS-1, SO-1 
Holland William  HW005 McEntire JNGB/Shaw AFB EJ-4 
Illegible   HW023 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Isaac, Schipani, Urquidi, 
Anderson Alain, Jimmy, Richard, Russ HW010 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 

Jennings Mary E.  HW013 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Kramer Richard  HW079 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Ladd Matthew P.  HW073 Burlington AGS GS-1 
LaLonde Martin  HW123 Burlington AGS NS-11, NS-17, NS-18, NS-19, NS-22, SO-6 
Lamott Laura A.  HW030 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Lamott Duane E.  HW071 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Lang Martha  HW105 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Leland Caleb  HW027 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Leno Travis  HW108 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Lepine Brian D.  HW056 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Letourneau Janet A.  HW075 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Loter Jr. John HW026 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Luby Larry  HW062 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Lyman Joh  HW015 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Mack Corey  HW083 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-2, NS-3, NS-8, PA-4, PI-4, SO-1 
Macleod Anne  HW080 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Macleod Anne  HW120 Burlington AGS GO-1, SA-1, SO-1 
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Table E-2.  Written Comments  Submitted at the Hearing Meetings 
Last Name First Name Comment # Action of Interest Response Codes Applied 

Mangaw Dan  HW078 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Mauzaka Tom  HW124 Burlington AGS NS-7, NS-36, PA-20, PA-21, PI-12, PI-21, PI-22 
McClure Candice  HW053 Burlington AGS GS-1 
McGreger George K.  HW004 McEntire JNGB/Shaw AFB GS-1 
McMackin Michael  HW102 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Meeks Lynne  HW070 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Messier Elaine  HW065 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Messier Gary  HW066 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Meyer Brenda  HW113 Burlington AGS GS-1, NS-13, SO-5 
Mossey III Louis H. HW055 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Mows Roderick J.  HW106 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Neagley Mark  HW063 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Nick Michael  HW057 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Nickelson Jeff  HW118 Burlington AGS GS-1, NS-15, NS-16 
O'Brien Scott  HW028 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Parks Frederick M.  HW100 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Paulin Joseph C.  HW115 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Paxman Scott  HW002 Hill AFB GS-1 
Payne Ann E.  HW011 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Pelor Linda  HW019 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Pierre Cahty S.  HW044 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Preavy Kelly  HW029 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Priest Barbara  HW008 Mountain Home AFB PA-1 
Provast Kimberly J.  HW038 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Provery Jason E.  HW037 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Renkert Mark  HW104 Burlington AGS PI-5 
Rissacher Dan  HW052 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Robert Monica  HW032 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Seger Toni  HW126 Burlington AGS LU-19, NS-7, PI-8 
Senesae Sheri  HW021 Burlington AGS GS-1 
September Jacob  HW089 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-45 
Simpson Mike  HW110 Burlington AGS NS-12, NS-45 
Simpson Mike  HW112 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-3, NS-12, SO-1 
Sirvis Barbara P.  HW095 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-2, NS-3 
Skorstad Harold  HW085 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Soter Brannar  HW077 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Soule Shea  HW051 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Soule Sherry A.  HW054 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Stanton Mark  HW016 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Stark Ray  HW006 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
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Table E-2.  Written Comments  Submitted at the Hearing Meetings 
Last Name First Name Comment # Action of Interest Response Codes Applied 

Strahm Kathy  HW093 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-45, SO-1, SO-4 
Thomas Charles  HW009 Mountain Home AFB PA-1 
Trigos Shannon  HW033 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Tymecki John  HW068 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Tymecki Karol A.  HW069 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Undyantara Yorini  HW088 Burlington AGS NS-11, PA-5 
Voegele Albin D.  HW122 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Warren Mildred  HW034 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Young Peter  HW111 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Zellweg Andrea  HW007 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Zuccardy Ann  HW018 Burlington AGS GS-1 
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Table E-3.  Comments  Submitted During the Public Review and Comment Period 
Last Name First Name Comment # Action of Interest Response Codes Applied 

Abbott Molly  M272 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Abbott Martha  M315 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, LU-3, NS-8, NS-45, PI-12, SA-1, SO-1 
Abbott Martha  M669 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Abramson Ila  M525 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Ahrens Bridget  M219 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-4 
Ahrens Bridget  M767 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Aiken Howard  M257 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Alden Susan  M930 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SA-4 
Aldrich Bradley F.  M061 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Allen Michael  M080 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Allen Steve  M097 Burlington AGS GO-2, NS-45 
Allen Steve  M311 Burlington AGS IN 
Allen Anita  M723 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Altobelli Carol  M124 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-3, NS-8, NS-45 
Altobelli Carol  M764 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Altobelli-Libercent K.  M691 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Alvarez Kali  M685 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Anderson Bonnie  M549 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Andreoli Eileen  M278 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1 
Andreoli Eileen  M279 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1 
Andreoli Eileen  M304 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Andreoli Eileen  M305 Burlington AGS IN 
Andreoli Eileen  M307 Burlington AGS GO-1, AQ-1, EJ-2, LU-1, LU-2, NS-8, SO-1, SO-4 
Andreoli Eileen  M475 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Anonymous Daniel H. M632 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Anonymous Chris W. M636 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Anonymous Jodie A. M650 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Anonymous David B. M656 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Anonymous Ken R. M847 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Anonymous   M850 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Anton Anton  M393 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Arnold Susan  M130 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-4, LU-6, LU-8 
Arthur Portia M.  M667 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Aruzza Ann and Mike  M917 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Auer, Jr. Charles K.  M120 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Baczewski Casey  M106 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bahie Ingiad  M792 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bailey Angelica  M156 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bailey Regina  M916 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Balman Lynne  M718 Burlington AGS GO-3 
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Balzano Richard  M583 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Balzano Theresa  M584 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Barbeau Kathy  M863 Burlington AGS GO-4, SO-18 
Barcomb Amy  M422 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Barcomb Linda J.  M572 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Barlow Lorien  M648 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Barritenno Rose  M189 Burlington AGS AQ-1, GO-2, SO-14, SO-15 
Barss Heather  M708 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bartlett Joe  M696 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bartlett Sarah  M697 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bates Jessica  M567 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bath Robyn  M484 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Batt Kate  M493 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Baum Laura  M559 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bearden Jane  M299 Burlington AGS IN 
Bearden Jane  M380 Burlington AGS LU-1 
Beaudotn Theodore C.  M235 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Beauregard Jacob  M310 Burlington AGS IN 
Bech Trine  M844 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Becker Floyde  M047 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Bedor Roger W.  M144 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Begula Theodore  M297 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-11, PA-5 
Behan Kathleen  M589 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Belcher Roy  M679 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Belter John  M363 Burlington AGS BR-10, GO-1, LU-1, NS-4, NS-31, SO-1 
Belval Chris  M640 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bergeron Caroline  M196 Burlington AGS BR-4, GO-1, LU-1, LU-2, NS-8, PA-4, SO-1 
Bergeron David R.  M873 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bergerson Adam and Angela  M227 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-1, PA-7 
Bernard Emily  M510 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bernardena Mary  M103 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bernardina Eric  M109 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Berthiane Jean  M848 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bishop Zoe  M083 Burlington AGS GO-2, NS-3, SO-1 
Bishop Zoe  M455 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Blair Carol  M090 Burlington AGS NS-11 
Blaisdell Theren  M811 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Blodsett Ian  M710 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bloomfield Joy  M686 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bonham Margaret  M616 Burlington AGS GO-3 
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Boray Shoshanna J.  M655 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Borgholthaus Jana  M026 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Bossi Elisabeth  M932 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-18, PA-4 
Bourgue Jerry  M187 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, NS-32, NS-45, SO-1, SO-7 
Bowen Karrie  M908 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Bowers Dave  M085 Burlington AGS GO-2, NS-11 
Boyden III Norman J. M008 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Boyer Kathles H.  M605 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Boyle Miriam  M048 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Boymer Samantha  M812 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bradbury David  M089 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Braig Susan   M638 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Braland Kate  M728 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Brand Matthew  M240 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-2, NS-8 
Brassard Tyler  M815 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Brdt John  M898 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Breslend Liz  M690 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Brickner-McDonald Kailee M170 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Bromm Susan E. (USEPA) M276 General GS-4 
Bronz Meg  M123 Burlington AGS GO-2, LU-1 
Bronz Caleb  M125 Burlington AGS GO-2, LU-1 
Bronz Meg  M445 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Bronz Arica  M758 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bronz Arica  M920 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-45 
Brosky III Vern  M893 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Brosseau Gary  M016 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Brouillette Jim  M018 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Brouillette Jim  M019 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Brousseau Roland  M321 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-3, SO-1 
Brousseau Janice  M322 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-3, SO-1 
Brown Mike  M821 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Brownell Devon  M392 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Bruch Charles  M487 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Bryajion Lucy  M239 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, LU-3, NS-44, NS-45, PA-4, PI-2, SO-1 
Buck Juliet  M177 Burlington AGS PI-8 
Buckley Tom  M318 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-2, NS-3, SO-18 
Burnham Caitlin  M684 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Burns Andrew  M716 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Burt Ralph  M054 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bush Anthony J.  M095 Jacksonville AGS GS-1 
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Bushey Roy M024 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bushey Ronald J.  M142 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bushey Ronald J.  M143 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Bushey Al  M530 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Busley Donna  M021 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Butt Jessica  M411 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Butt Kate  M429 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Bynes Anne  M212 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-3, NS-3, NS-45, SO-1 
Caha Mike  M243 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-45, SO-14 
Camerlengo Corey  M390 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Cameron Gabriel  M181 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Cameron Ken  M624 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Camp Michael  M734 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Campbell Linda  M662 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Cannizzaro Vito M.  M512 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Cannon John  M732 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Cannon Alison  M823 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Cannon Jean  M829 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Caouette Patricia  M892 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, LU-2 , SO-1 
Carbonneau Erin  M505 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Carhart Emery, Goff, and Bill M338 Burlington AGS GO-1, BR-10, SO-14 
Carter and Fronery Virginia F. and John E.  M172 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Case Thomas  M477 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Casey David  M341 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, PI-12, SO-1, SO-3 
Casirio   M639 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Chadwick Addie  M398 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Chadwick Martha and Barry  M658 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Chaffee George A.  M094 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-25, NS-45 
Chalke Andrew  M907 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Chamberlain Catherine J. M009 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Chambers William  M389 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Chapman Carol G.  M197 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-3, SO-1, SO-4, SO-9 
Charbonneau Mary K.  M678 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Chasan Joshua  M116 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Chasan Cavan  M317 Burlington AGS EJ-2, LU-1, SO-1 
Chasaw Cavan  M770 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Chase Brit  M471 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Church Lloyd  M072 Burlington AGS GS-1 
City of Burlington Council   M936 Burlington AGS LU-1, NS-3, NS-14, PA-16, PI-4, SA-6, SO-1, SO-18 
City of Winooski Signatures Illegible M369 Burlington AGS EJ-2, EJ-3, LU-1, LU-2, NS-6, NS-8, NS-11, PA-4 
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Clacy Buari  M820 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Clark Chris  M465 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Clark Rukey  M592 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Clark Patricia A.  M593 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Claxton Karen  M466 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Cleaver Sara  M581 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Coates Dora  M529 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Cohen Adam  M579 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Cole Wayland  M495 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Collins Mary Frances  M023 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Collins Sean  M921 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Colombo Mary  M162 Burlington AGS GO-2, LU-3, PA-4, SA-1 
Companion Jill  M441 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Conger Beach  M479 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Connolly Rose M.  M190 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Connolly James E.  M347 Burlington AGS BR-12, LU-22, LU-23, LU-24, NS-56 
Connor Eldon W.  M586 Burlington AGS GO-3 

Conry Meagan M. (Boise District 
Department of Interior) M213 Mountain Home AFB BR-5, BR-9, PI-2 

Copp Courtney  M281 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Coppola-Dyer Lauren  M419 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Corder State Senator Tim  M011 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Corvo Aneca  M737 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Coseno Molly  M437 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Cousinean Peter  M544 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Couture Andrea  M333 Burlington AGS AQ-1, GO-1, NS-45, SO-1 
Couture Andrea  M334 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, PA-16, SO-1, SO-3 
Cowles Cornelius  M330 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-1, NS-8, SA-1, SO-1 
Cox William R.  M268 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Crevier Franklin  M335 Burlington AGS GO-1, SO-1 
Crevier Franklin  M339 Burlington AGS GO-1, PA-27, PI-2, PI-8, PI-12, PI-26, SA-11 
Crnic Jr. Ivan  M532 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Cronin Melissa H.  M179 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, NS-45, SA-1, SA-3 
Crowther Cara  M406 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Cummings Anne  M565 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Cusson-Ducharme Tammy  M913 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Cypress Dan  M865 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, NS-11, SA-6, SO-18, SO-20 
Dabbs Michael  M295 Burlington AGS IN 
Dabbs Michael  M902 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-1, SO-1, SO-18 
Dabbs Michael  M919 Burlington AGS GO-4, PA-4, SO-18 
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Dallas Martha  M837 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Daly Terry  M056 Jacksonville AGS GO-2 
Daniels Amanda  M148 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Daniels Donna  M152 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Daniels Chris  M154 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Daniels David  M157 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Davidman Joanne  M382 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Davis Jennie  M580 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Davis Marie  M612 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Davis Sarah  M804 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Davison William  M395 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Decarreau Katherine R.  M308 Burlington AGS IN 
Decarreau, Lambert, 
Booner, Cleiland, Corrigan 

Michael, Jay, Amy, Tori, 
Jennifer M352 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-2 

Dejong Margaret  M547 Burlington AGS GO-3 
D'Elia Christoper M012 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Depelo C.  M545 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Desjardins Kim  M564 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Devost Robert  M064 Burlington AGS PI-4 
Dey Christopher C.  M261 Burlington AGS GS-1 

Dickinson Mark A.  M204 Burlington AGS 
AQ-3, AQ-4, AQ-5, AQ-6, AQ-7, EJ-3, GO-1, LU-18, NS-5, NS-25, NS-
36, NS-37, NS-38, NS-39, NS-40, NS-41, NS-42, NS-43, PA-17, PA-18, 
PI-3, PI-16, SA-6 

DiMasi Gayle  M405 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Diner Eva  M880 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-1, NS-3, SA-2, SO-1, SO-5, SO-9, SO-18, SO-20 

Dobrasko Rebekah M004 McEntire JNGB/ 
Shaw AFB CR-1, CR-2 

Dodge Scott  M151 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Doherty Prudence  M081 Burlington AGS GO-2, SO-4 
Donagley Brendan  M575 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Donohue Adrienne R.  M835 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Dopp Sarah L.  M933 Burlington AGS AQ-1, AQ-2, GO-1, LU-3, NS-45, WR-1 
Drake Ruth  M040 Burlington AGS AQ-1, EJ-1, GO-2, SO-1, SO-2 
Dube Lauren  M701 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Ducharme Eugene L.  M255 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, LU-3, NS-45, SO-14 
Ducharme Gloria  M256 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, LU-3, NS-45, SO-14 
Duff David  M198 Burlington AGS AA-5, NS-11, SA-5 
Duff, Shaw, Louisos, Benton, 
Cole, McDonald 

Timm, Chris, Jessica, 
Barbara, Chris, Bob M858 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-20 

Dupuis Erin  M693 Burlington AGS GO-3 
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Dusharm Nicole  M371 Burlington AGS EJ-1, EJ-2, LU-1, LU-2, NS-3, NS-45, SO-9 
Easter Donald  M141 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Easter Bonnie  M155 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Edson Lanie B.  M350 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Elderton Rob  M675 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Elkaliauby Alexandra  M788 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Elston Anne  M448 Burlington AGS GO-4 

Elston Anne Linton and David 
Michael M910 Burlington AGS GO-4 

Emerson Rickie M002 Burlington AGS GO-2, SO-1 
Emerson Judy K.  M750 Burlington AGS GO-3 

Emery Meaghan  M859 Burlington AGS EJ-2, EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, NS-4, PA-4, PA-5, PA-6, PI-3, SO-4,  
SO-16, SO-18 

Emit Arlene  M501 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Emrich Andrew  M519 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Enman Christopher S.  M361 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-2, NS-8, NS-45 
Erdmann Gregory S.  M092 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Eriksson Susannah and Andreas  M320 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-1, SO-18 
Eriksson Susannah and Andreas  M938 Burlington AGS EJ-2, LU-1 
Erlbanm Ari  M556 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Erly Peter S.  M883 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Ervine Erica  M797 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Etherton Alison  M882 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-45, SA-1, SO-20 
Etherton Ph.D. Bud  M867 Burlington AGS LU-1, PA-13, SA-1, SO-9 
Everill Brian  M496 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Everts Pat and Bill  M191 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Fargo Griffen  M814 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Farrel Janet Kane  M866 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Fastiggi William  M472 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Feeney Sarah B.  M637 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Feldman James  M574 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Feldman Roy  M625 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Felix Diane  M528 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Fenniman Britta  M248 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-1, SO-4 
Fenniman Britta  M432 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Fenoff Anne  M418 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Ferland Brad  M875 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Fern Judy  M571 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Ferrara Jennifer  M899 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Ferreira Douglas  M044 Burlington AGS GS-1 
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Filamond Haley  M657 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Finch Buck  M816 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Finnegan Joan  M025 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Fiocco Kristen  M747 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Fiore Aaron  M569 Burlington AGS GO-3 
FitzGerald Nancy  M434 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Flanagan Joyce and Ted  M167 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Flechabad Damien  M721 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Fletcher Iain  M291 Burlington AGS SO-1, SO-4 
Floyd John  M897 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-9, SO-20 
Flynn Kurt  M208 Burlington AGS CU-1, PA-18, PA-19 
Ford Charlotte  M818 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Fortir Jeremy  M600 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Foxx Rachel  M223 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, NS-3, NS-8, SO-1 
Foxx Rachel  M439 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Frascoia Paul E.  M049 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Frederick Marilyn  M027 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Freuette Jane M.  M344 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Frey David  M597 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Frimodig Shelby  M075 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Fry Leslie  M914 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Fuller Melinda  M789 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Fulton Andrew B.  M566 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Fuoco Dani  M425 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Furtado Wendy  M195 Mountain Home AFB BR-3, GO-2, NS-31 
Gaitlin Mara  M613 Burlington AGS GO-3 

Gale Angela  M368 Burlington AGS EJ-2, EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, NS-8, NS-12, NS-45, NS-57, SA-6, SO-4, SO-9, 
SO-14, SO-18 

Gale Angela  M384 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Gale Angela  M756 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gallup Melissa  M643 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gang Matthew  M462 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Gang Matthew R.  M627 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gannon Brooke  M692 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Garison Max  M822 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Garritano Peter  M273 Burlington AGS GO-1, PI-8 
Gatch Ann  M794 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gayer Diane E. M128 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-3, LU-7, PA-4, SA-2 
Gayer Diane Elliott  M145 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-3, LU-7, PA-4, SA-2 
Gennaive John  M507 Burlington AGS GO-3 
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Gerace Michael P.  M028 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Giampa Elizabeth  M433 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Gilber Jessa  M751 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gildea Cristin  M552 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gile Matt  M808 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gillies Justin  M840 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gillim Kala  M220 Burlington AGS EJ-1, EJ-2, EJ-5, GO-1 
Gillim Seth  M436 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Gillim Seth  M694 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gillim K.L.  M695 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gilmond Julie  M218 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-1 
Gilmond Julie  M463 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Gilmond Lee  M464 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Gintis Bonnie  M911 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Gitlin Mara  M461 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Glass Hilary  M555 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gluck Lucy  M825 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Godfrey John  M826 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Godfrey Marie Pierre  M838 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Goering Ann  M140 Burlington AGS BR-4, GO-1, NS-8, NS-45, PI-3, SA-1, SO-1 
Goering Ann  M303 Burlington AGS LU-1, SO-1, SO-4 
Gold Sara  M413 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Goldstein Ivan  M523 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Gower John  M364 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Gower John  M730 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Grace Charles  M091 Burlington AGS PA-5, PA-15, PA-16, PI-13 
Granger Norman and Bonnie  M896 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Graves Sheryl  M918 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Gray Nicholas  M458 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Grazeyk Stacy L.  M620 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Greco (Ret.) Rosanne M. M895 Burlington AGS GO-1, PI-27, PI-28 

Greco, Riehle, Engels, 
Dooley 

Rosanne, Helen, Paul, 
Sandra M346 Burlington AGS 

AQ-10, AQ-11, BR-3, FS-1, EJ-2, EJ-6, EJ-7, EJ-8, GO-1, LU-1, LU-20, 
LU-21, LU-22, LU-23, LU-24, LU-25, LU-26, LU-27, NS-8, NS-11, NS-
12, NS-44, NS-49, NS-50, NS-51, NS-52, NS-53,  
NS-54, NS-55, NS-57, PA-3, PA-4, PA-6, PA-23, PA-24, PA-25, PA-26, 
PI-23, PI-24, PI-25, SA-4, SA-8, SA-9, SO-1, SO-9, SO-14, SO-20, TT-1 

Greenberg Stan  M666 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Greene Justin  M076 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Griffin Fiona  M753 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Griffin Lee  M889 Burlington AGS GO-1 
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Griffith Tricia (Marian)  M110 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, NS-3, NS-8, SO-1, SO-4, SO-9 
Grigas Marylen  M601 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Grossmenn Rosalyn  M668 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Hadley Ben  M744 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Hadley-Strout Emily  M745 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Hanks Diana  M014 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Hansen Brita  M630 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Hardin Susan  M903 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-1 
Harold Harold  M245 Burlington AGS GO-2, LU-1, SO-1, SO-14 
Harrigan Michael  M842 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Harrington Eli  M846 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Harris Loraleh  M766 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Hassler Roger M079 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Hausman Ethan  M652 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Heikel Erik  M796 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Henderson Zachary  M366 Burlington AGS AQ-1, EJ-2, GO-1, LU-1, NS-3, NS-8, NS-45, SO-1, SO-4 
Henkel Rob  M504 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Henry Maureen  M101 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Hensen, Lazisky, Calver, 
Bennett, Ryerson 

Sara, Lisa, Heather, Robin, 
Keith M894 Burlington AGS GS-3 

Herder Jr. Henry  M259 Burlington AGS GS-1 

Heyl Larry  M084 Burlington AGS NS-9, NS-11, NS-20, NS-23, NS-25, NS-26, NS-27, NS-28, PA-7, PA-8, 
PA-9, PA-10, PA-11, PA-12, PA-13, PI-1, PI-2, PI-12 

Hier Kim  M237 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, NS-45, SO-1 
Hier Kim  M781 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Higgins Dan  M314 Burlington AGS GO-1, PI-2 
Higgins Dan  M705 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Higgins Keeley  M773 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Hilke Jens  M173 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-1, NS-11, NS-45, PA-13, PI-8, SO-14 
Hill Cori  M043 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Hill Kyle Hill M267 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Holme Ray, MaryAnn, Colin, Brie M871 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Hoose K.  M709 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Hopkins Jean A.  M351 Burlington AGS PI-12 
Hopper Sharon  M356 Burlington AGS EJ-1, LU-1, SO-1 
Hopper Sharon  M623 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Hostetler Gregory  M134 Burlington AGS GO-1, SO-1 
Howe Mark  M057 Burlington AGS CR-4, GO-1 
Hsieh James  M787 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Hughes Becky M007 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
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Hunt Joanne  M228 Burlington AGS AQ-1, AQ-9, LU-1 
Hunter R.S.  M538 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Hurer Faruk  M139 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Hurer Faruk  M160 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Hurer Faruk  M176 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Hurer Kimberly  M207 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Illegible Geoffrey M M186 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Illegible   M336 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Illegible   M337 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Illegible   M489 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M490 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M534 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M535 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M603 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M604 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M607 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M621 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M633 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M644 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M663 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M677 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M680 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M681 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M682 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M689 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M702 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M704 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M715 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M742 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M759 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M765 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M828 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M832 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illegible   M834 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Illick John  M115 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Interlandi Emma  M409 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Irick Rebecca  M078 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Irish J.A.  M020 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Irish M.A.  M022 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Isles Peter  M522 Burlington AGS GO-3 
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Jackson Barbara (Georgia State 
Clearinghouse) M034 McEntire JNGB/ 

Shaw AFB GS-2 

James Heidi, Rob, Lindsay, and 
Ty  M253 Burlington AGS GS-1 

Jeffrey Jeffrey  M246 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Jelon Amy  M492 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Jodoin Paul H. M013 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Johnson Erin  M112 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, LU-3, SO-1 
Johnson Ann-Elise  M221 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, LU-2, LU-3, SO-1, SO-4 
Johnson Karen  M238 Burlington AGS BR-3, GO-1, NS-3 
Johnson Lindsay  M456 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Johnson Matthew  M649 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Johnson Jeffrey P.  M887 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Johnston Anna K.  M063 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-4, PA-4, PI-8 
Jones David C.  M050 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Jones David C.  M375 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Joseph Matthew  M244 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-45, SO-14 
Joseph Richard T.  M252 Burlington AGS GO-2, NS-45 
Joseph Richard  M289 Burlington AGS LU-1 
Joseph Richard T. M373 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1 
Joseph Richard  M424 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Joseph Richard T.  M725 Burlington AGS GO-3 

Kahan Scott (USFWS, Region 5) M327 Burlington AGS AA-9, BR-13, BR-14, BR-15, BR-16, BR-17, BR-18, LU-28,  
LU-29, LU-30, LU-31, LU-32 

Kaisu L.  M824 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Kamedy Gary F.  M886 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Kammerer Laura A. (Florida SHPO) M071 Jacksonville AGS CR-3 
Kammerer Laura A. (Florida SHPO) M234 Jacksonville AGS CR-10 
Kane Janet  M216 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, NS-13, NS-45, SO-1 
Kane Farrel Janet   M319 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, NS-45, PI-3, SO-1 
Kanya Laura  M427 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Karko Mary  M438 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Karko Anne  M454 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Kaufman David A.  M353 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Kaufmann, Jr. Hans J.  M006 General IN 
Keith Helen  M185 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, NS-8, NS-31, SA-4, SO-5 
Kell Norah  M254 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-1, SO-9 
Kell Norah  M467 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Kell Norah  M740 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Kelley Jr. Richard S.  M862 Burlington AGS GS-1 
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Kelmer Morgan  M779 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Kemp Richard  M122 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Key Hannah  M514 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Khouri-Roitman Gary and Sadie M383 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Kie Patrick  M502 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Kilberg Quinn  M786 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Kimzly Madeline  M833 Burlington AGS GO-3 
King Lois  M065 Burlington AGS GS-1 
King Caroline  M210 Burlington AGS BR-3, GO-2, PI-8, SO-14 
King Frank  M263 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Kingdon Arthur M. and Linda B.  M211 Burlington AGS AA-7, GO-1, PI-3, PI-8, SA-7 
Kirby Howard and Elaine  M029 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Kirby Katherine  M298 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-5, SO-14 
Kirby Katherine  M399 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Kirby Katherine E.  M757 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Kirby Katherine E.  M934 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, LU-2, NS-3, PI-3, SO-1 
Kittredge Kristin  M058 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Kittridge Amy  M727 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Klent Mary  M070 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Knight Sylvia  M121 Burlington AGS EJ-2, LU-1, LU-3, LU-5, NS-8, NS-14, NS-21, PA-14, SO-1, SO-9 
Knight Charles  M275 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-45, SO-1 
Knight Charles  M760 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Kochan Kris  M635 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Kollagard Kirsten  M348 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-2, NS-8, NS-45 
Kollagard Kirsten  M407 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Koutras Dr. Anya  M527 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Kramer Jare  M810 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Kurtz Joanie  M206 Burlington AGS GO-2 
LaBelle Richard E.  M030 Burlington AGS GS-1 
LaBelle Richard E.  M031 Burlington AGS GS-1 
LaBerge Lisa  M570 Burlington AGS GO-3 
LaBier Betty  M452 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Lacharite Brian  M415 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Ladue Rebecca  M557 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Lajza Elliot  M331 Burlington AGS GO-1 
LaLande Brandon  M661 Burlington AGS GO-3 
LaLonde Martin  M111 Burlington AGS NS-11, NS-17, NS-18, NS-19, NS-22, SO-6 
Lama Kabita  M558 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Langfeldt Evan  M851 Burlington AGS GS-1, PI-2 
LaPoint Elizabeth  M483 Burlington AGS GO-3 
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LaPointe Carol  M388 Burlington AGS GO-4 
LaPointe Carol  M711 Burlington AGS GO-3 
LaPorte Renee  M420 Burlington AGS GO-4 
LaRoche Julie  M451 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Larrow Robert  M099 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Larrow John  M102 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Larrow Marion  M104 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Lathbury Rosanne  M929 Burlington AGS GO-4, SO-9, SO-18 
Lattrelle Verity  M274 Burlington AGS LU-1, LU-3, SA-1,SO-1 
Lawrence Jeremy Janeal  M105 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Lawson Laurie  M362 Burlington AGS AQ-9, AQ-11, EJ-1, GO-1, LU-1, NS-57, LU-3, PI-4, SO-1, SO-18 
Leary Nevin  M642 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Leary Coleen M.  M659 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Leary John A.  M660 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Leas James Mare  M855 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, PA-4, PA-6, PA-28, PI-2, PI-4, PI-12, SA-1 
Leavens Linus  M326 Burlington AGS BR-11, CR-11, NS-11, NS-46, NS-47, NS-48, PI-3, PI-8, SO-19 
Leclair A.J.  M282 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Leclair A.J.  M306 Burlington AGS GS-1, NS-2 
Lee Senator Michael S.  M003 Hill AFB GS-1 
Leemer Mac  M611 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Leo Melissa  M631 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Leo Erik  M687 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Leonard Susie  M087 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Leonard Seth  M774 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Letourneau Susan  M069 Burlington AGS GO-1, PI-3 
Letourneau Charles  M215 Burlington AGS GO-1, PA-5, SO-1 
Letourneau Susan  M270 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-18 
Letourneau Susan  M296 Burlington AGS LU-1, SO-18 
Letourneau Charles  M714 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Letourneau Susan  M761 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Lewis Chris  M171 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Libercent Paul  M671 Burlington AGS GO-3 
LiMarzi Jen  M222 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-2, SO-1, SO-4 
Limoge Margaret  M426 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Limose Margaret  M713 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Lindsay Stu  M485 Burlington AGS GO-3 
linkenberg R.B. M017 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Lintermann Mary M010 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Lipenski Shawn  M365 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-2 
Liske Anne  M251 Burlington AGS CR-4, GO-1, PI-12 
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Lisle Annabeth  M146 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-3, PI-8, SA-1 
Litton Courtney  M754 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Livellara Danielle  M791 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Lizzett J.P.  M778 Burlington AGS GO-3 

Lloyd Karen J.  M360 Burlington AGS AQ-1, EJ-1, GO-1, LU-1, LU-2, NS-3, NS-8, NS-21, PA-4, PI-12, SA-1, 
SA-9, SO-1, SO-4, SO-5, SO-14, SO-18 

Lloyd Karen J.  M735 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Lloyd Karen  M861 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Locknar Sarah  M469 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Lois Seamon Lois  M258 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Long M.  M807 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Lotthington Lia  M782 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Lowe Jacquelyn S.  M033 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Lube E. M. M769 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Lustgarten David  M203 Burlington AGS LU-1 
Lynon Grace  M486 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Mack Corey  M164 Burlington AGS LU-2, NS-11, PA-3, PA-4, SO-1, SO-13 
MacLeod Anne  M241 Burlington AGS NS-21, PA-3, PI-1, PI-2, PI-3, PI-4, PI-7, PI-17, PI-18, PI-19 
MacLeod Anne  M476 Burlington AGS GO-3 
MacMostin Charley  M836 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Magnant Brieanna  M039 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Mahl Ken  M357 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Mahoney Andrew  M585 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Mahoney Michael  M927 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1 
Maille Kris  M068 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Man G.  M591 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Manghis Mary  M521 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Mann Robert  M506 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Mann Jr. Robert W. and Antje M226 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-45, PI-3, PI-12 
Mann Jr. Robert W.  M877 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Maraldo Stephanie  M553 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Marriott Loretta  M046 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, NS-11, PA-2 
Marriott Caleb  M194 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-3, NS-8, SO-1, SO-4 
Marriott Loretta  M225 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, NS-11  
Marriott Loretta  M233 Burlington AGS SA-1, SA-4 
Marriott Loretta  M323 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Marriott Loretta  M376 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Marriott Steve  M935 Burlington AGS GO-1, SA-4, SA-11 
Martin Jeremy  M551 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Martin Rebecca  M928 Burlington AGS GO-4 
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Mason Lucian  M153 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Mason Dawn  M159 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Mason Jill  M444 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Mason Jill  M700 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Mayo Jason  M598 Burlington AGS GO-3 
McArleton Ace  M762 Burlington AGS GO-3 
McClatchey Paul  M224 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-7, SO-1, SO-4 
McCormick Conner  M674 Burlington AGS GO-3 
McCrea Karen  M400 Burlington AGS GO-4 
McCutcheon Adams Kelly  M184 Burlington AGS GO-2 
McKeown Meghan  M748 Burlington AGS GO-3 
McLaughlin Mary  M377 Burlington AGS GS-1 
McMillan Susan  M619 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Mead William A.  M129 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Meenan Evan and Erin  M345 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, NS-59, PI-2, SO-18 
Meenan Erin  M421 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Meinhardt A.  M541 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Memon Anis  M772 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Memon and Moschin Anis and Teresa M277 Burlington AGS GO-1, PI-12, SO-1, SO-4, SO-18 
Mench Elizabeth R.  M931 Burlington AGS CR-12 
Menliout Lauren  M550 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Mercer Elizabeth  M457 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Mercer Elizabeth  M626 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Meunier Gabrielle  M854 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Mezelovic Aftaba  M924 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Mezotovic Amela  M386 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Miller Joel  M178 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Miller Paula  M247 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, NS-45, SO-1 
Miller Patrick  M722 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Miller Patrick  M763 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Misek Mary  M183 Burlington AGS LU-10, PI-2 
Mitchell Dianna  M391 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Moffatt Michael  M590 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Moffett Ann Carol  M562 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Mogely Kevin  M488 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Moir Megan  M878 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Mongeon Paula  M726 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Monglau Paul and Gail  M359 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-1 
Montague Cara  M904 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Montan Jon  M088 Burlington AGS NS-24 
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Moore Martha  M132 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Morris Clarence C.  M135 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-3, NS-8, NS-45, PA-5, SO-1 
Morris Tom  M602 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Morse Bill  M036 Mountain Home AFB NS-25, PA-1, PI-8 
Mosatin Teresa  M771 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Mraz-Peterson Laurene  M577 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Mullin Michael  M161 Burlington AGS IN 
Murchman Evan  M839 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Murphy Brian R.  M909 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Na Taylor  M381 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Nadworny Janice  M516 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Nahas Stephanie  M841 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Neagley Mark  M073 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Neave Gayle  M329 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Neilsen Ben  M634 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Neilson Joshua  M408 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Nelson Elysia  M654 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Neritt Rachel  M536 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Neuhauser John J.  M032 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Nizlek Ross  M042 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Nolfi Barbara  M316 Burlington AGS NS-11, NS-45, PI-12 
Norris-Brown Charlotte  M460 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Oakleaf Bryn  M784 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Oakleaf Bryn  M925 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Obrien Sue Ann  M283 Burlington AGS IN 
O'Brien Jay  M688 Burlington AGS GO-3 
O'Brien, Little, Tipson, Moir, 
Roginson 

Michael R., John, Sally, 
Megan, Sarah M370 Burlington AGS NS-11, PA-13, PI-11, PI-18, SO-9 

O'Brien, Sr. Robert W.  M165 Burlington AGS GO-2 
O'Hara Maureen  M628 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Olmstead Richard  M387 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Olmstead Richard S.  M706 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Olmstead Abby  M707 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Olsen Thomas R.  M035 Shaw AFB GS-1 
Olson Jay  M724 Burlington AGS GO-3 
O'Malley Kelly  M397 Burlington AGS GO-4 
O'Neal Erin  M845 Burlington AGS GO-3 
O'Neill John  M442 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Oprendek Judith  M508 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Oprenjek III John  M849 Burlington AGS GO-3 
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Paden Natasha K.  M096 Burlington AGS GO-1, PI-8 
Padras Rebecca  M827 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Palamlo Eugene  M560 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Palardy Lioner J.  M587 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Palardy Michele  M588 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Palemeo Marguero  M513 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Palmer Nicholas  M372 Burlington AGS GO-1, SO-10 
Palombo Margaret H.  M856 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-4 
Palombo Gene  M864 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, LU-2, PA-5, SA-1, SO-9 
Papariello Donna  M286 Burlington AGS PI-4 
Papariello Donna  M410 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Papas Zoe  M609 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Paquett James  M683 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Parent Charles and Ann  M232 Burlington AGS BR-3, GO-2, PI-12 
Parsons Chris  M396 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Passage George  M052 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Passage Dana  M755 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Peabody Donna  M509 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Peabody Richard  M515 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Peachy-Kountz Penny  M518 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Pearce Jennifer R.  M578 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Pease Karen Bessey  M900 Burlington AGS GO-1, PI-8 
Peebles Giovanna (Vermont SHPO) M180 Burlington AGS CR-5, CR-6, CR-7, CR-8, CR-9, LU-3 
Peel Major Robert S.  M872 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Peeld Austin  M617 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Peery William  M561 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Pennington Scott  M857 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Penpale Michael  M548 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Penson Nari  M430 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Perez Barbara and Dick  M192 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Perez Bobbie  M374 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, PI-12 
Peterson Darlene  M576 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Petition Save the Guard M379 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Petition Stop the F-35! M473 Burlington AGS GO-1 

Petition Vermont says Stop the F-
35! M474 Burlington AGS GO-1 

Pfeiffer Ian  M481 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Piccirilli Jessica  M777 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Piette James  M287 Burlington AGS GO-1, SO-1 
Pitone Rob  M608 Burlington AGS GO-3 
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Plyer Kerry  M511 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Polansky Cecilia  M885 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Pollak Aaron J.  M015 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Pomerleau Ernie  M332 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Poney Phillip  M594 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Porter David  M114 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-2, PI-8, SO-1, SO-4 
Porter Pike  M868 Burlington AGS EJ-2, NS-58, PI-7, SA-10 
Portilla Julian  M775 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Posner Jorkin  M646 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Presciah Karen  M673 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Pringle Jon M.  M175 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Proctor Docia  M428 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Putnam Ralph E.  M188 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Quenneville Sheila  M853 Burlington AGS PA-16, PI-4, SA-1, SA-2, SO-4, SO-18 
Quest Sophie  M147 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-3, PA-13, PI-6 
Quick Toby  M174 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Quinlan Kimberley  M394 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Rabidoux Paul  M860 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Rabin Adam  M503 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Ramsey Jeff  M354 Burlington AGS AQ-1, CU-1, EJ-1, EJ-3, SA-1 

Randazzo Joe  M202 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-3, NS-3, NS-10, NS-25, NS-34, NS-35, PI-2, PI-3, PI-4, 
SA-1, SO-1, SO-4 

Rapoport Norman  M205 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-3, NS-4, NS-7 
Redington Joyanne  M905 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Reese Joanna  M209 Burlington AGS AA-6, AA-7, PI-12, SO-4, SO-7, SO-14 
Rege Jenn  M793 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Regula Theodore  M404 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Regula Theodore  M533 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Renna Matthew  M647 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Reynes Stephen A.  M166 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Ribbecke Lawrence  M599 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Rice William H.  M053 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Rice Katie  M582 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Richard Rosalind  M622 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Richards, Keogh, Munger, 
Schulman 

Gene, William, J. Jeffrey, 
Jeff M879 Burlington AGS GS-1 

Richardson Brock  M423 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Riddle Emilie  M870 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Rienzi Marisa  M672 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Rifken Jake  M831 Burlington AGS GO-3 
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Riggs Paul M005 Mountain Home AFB GS-1 
Riley Bobby  M416 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Ringer Anne and Fred  M869 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-1, LU-2, SO-1 
Rivers Jami  M749 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Rizzio Bianca  M537 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Roberts Rebecca  M618 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Rock James and Kerry-Ellen  M119 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Roeder Matt  M478 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Rogers Glenn M001 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Rooney Leigh Ann   M517 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Roozelerans Charlotte  M497 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Ropi Elizabeth  M785 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Rosa Kevin  M629 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Rosner Ray  M403 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Ross Eric  M260 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Ross Kelly  M262 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Royer Edgar J.  M136 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Royer John  M288 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Russell Shannon  M066 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Russell Robin  M067 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Russell Tyler  M074 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Ryan David  M294 Burlington AGS NS-11, PI-4, SO-1, SO-9 
Ryan Marcella  M698 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Sabers Elizabeth  M214 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-2, LU-1, NS-45, SO-1 
Salzman Jonah  M524 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Sanchez Alexandra  M776 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Sardone Donna  M803 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Sauve S.  M546 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Say Jean  M301 Burlington AGS NS-3, SO-1 
Schaal Michael  M664 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Schenck Robyn  M809 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Schiller Pat  M526 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Schmitt Tammie  M041 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Schneider Kathleen  M926 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Schofield Jason  M573 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Schwartz Janice and Ephraim  M324 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-1, SO-1 
Schwartzman Matthew C.  M182 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Seanard Chris  M385 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Segal Dan  M494 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Seguin Mr. and Mrs. Maurice  M343 Burlington AGS PI-4 
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Sehovic Azerrin  M670 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Shanti   M729 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Sharp Chris  M554 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Shaw Horace  M312 Burlington AGS NS-36 
Shaw Horace  M342 Burlington AGS LU-2, NS-11, NS-28, NS-60, SO-21, SO-22, SO-23, SO-24 
Shaw Alana  M440 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Shaw Alana  M768 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Shaw Alana  M780 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Shaw Horace  M912 Burlington AGS LU-2, NS-11, NS-28, NS-60, SO-21, SO-22, SO-23, SO-24 
Sheehey-Jones Johanna M.  M217 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1 
Sheehey-Jones Johanna M.  M752 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Sheperson and Price Ann and Courtney M169 Burlington AGS EJ-2, EJ-3, GO-1, NS-3, NS-6, NS-45, PI-8, SA-1, SO-1 
Sherkat Shahriyar  M653 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Sienkencz Jean  M651 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Simino Jason  M149 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Simino Kelli  M150 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Simon Andrew  M250 Burlington AGS GO-2, PI-12 
Simpson Catie  M819 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Simpson Mike  M874 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-45 
Simpson Corinne  M891 Burlington AGS GO-1, NS-45, SO-1 
Single Peg Boyle  M890 Burlington AGS GO-2, SO-5, SO-20 
Skuda John  M266 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Slate Gary W.  M037 Hill AFB NS-11 
Smith Travis  M302 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Smith Travis  M355 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, NS-45, SO-1 
Smith Lorrie  M402 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Smith Travis  M447 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Smith Rachel  M449 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Smith Danielle  M480 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Smith Derek  M540 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Snow Sharon  M459 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Snyder Jane  M720 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Soule Elaine D.  M045 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Sousa Glenn  M922 Burlington AGS AQ-5, LU-2, PA-4, SA-4 
Speller Audrey  M520 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Sprano Jr. William G.  M325 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Squires Clayton  M738 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Squires Elizabeth  M739 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Staley Susan  M606 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Stambler Kay  M665 Burlington AGS GO-3 
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Standlay Maggie  M813 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Stanffer Dwitght P.  M491 Burlington AGS GO-3 

Stanley Joyce (Department of 
Interior) M131 General AA-3, AA-4, BR-1, BR-2, BR-5, BR-6, BR-7, BR-8, LU-9, PI-2 

Stein Luaie  M614 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Stein Aaron  M615 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Stochr Jessica  M901 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Stotyn Shaun  M435 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Stotyn Monica  M443 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Stroffolino Kathy  M539 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Stroffolmo Michelle  M830 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Stuono William  M884 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-3, NS-3, PI-8, SO-1, SO-4, SO-18, SO-20 
Sullivan Kevin  M790 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Sumner Marcia  M802 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Swan Joan  M086 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-3, NS-11, SO-7 
Sweeney Brian  M401 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Swenson Victor R.  M200 Burlington AGS AQ-1, GO-1, SA-1 
Szilva Jean  M309 Burlington AGS GO-1, EJ-2, NS-3, NS-7, NS-8, SA-2 
Szilva Jean  M719 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Szymaszek Tiffany  M741 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Tabor MaryAnn  M062 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Teel Nancy E.  M236 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Thime J.  M806 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Thompson Julie C.  M158 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Thursten Amelie  M731 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Thurston Amelie  M340 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, NS-45, SO-1, SO-18 
Tierney Linda R.  M498 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Tomase Mark  M285 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, PI-3, SO-1, SO-4, SO-18 
Tomase Mark  M358 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, PI-3, PI-4, SO-1, SO-4, SO-18 
Tomase Mark  M800 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Tonn Jeffrey  M249 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-1, SO-4 
Tonn Jeffrey  M290 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Torso Franklin  M482 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Tourangeau Cadi  M229 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Toutant Ursula J.  M133 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Townsend Erik  M271 Burlington AGS GO-2 
Trahan Tabitha  M783 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Trapasso Tara E.  M264 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Trapasso Samuel D.  M265 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Treadwell Susan  M453 Burlington AGS GO-4 
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Treinis Daniel  M699 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Trent Christina  M349 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, LU-2, NS-8, SA-1, SO-1, SO-4, SO-9 
Trent Christina  M801 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Trodden Kelly  M798 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Trono Monique  M852 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-9 

Trono Steve  M937 Burlington AGS BR-4, GO-1, LU-1, PA-3, PA-4, PI-8, SA-4, SO-1, SO-3, SO-9,  
SO-18 

Truax John M.  M168 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Tyler Katie  M450 Burlington AGS GO-4 

Ussery Jim (Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources) M059 McEntire JNGB/Shaw 

AFB GS-3 

Utton Courtney  M412 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Valentovic John  M676 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Vanzo Barbara  M137 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Vaughan Terence and Virginia  M117 Burlington AGS GO-2, NS-45, PA-5, SO-1 
Villanti Jon  M269 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Villemaire Jason  M113 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Vincent Richard J.  M060 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Vogel Megan  M703 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Voss Ceara  M499 Burlington AGS GO-3 

Wagner Thomas G. (White 
Mountain National Forest) M199 Burlington AGS LU-8, LU-11, LU-12, LU-13, LU-14, LU-15, LU-16, NS-33, PI-14 

Waite G.  M328 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, SO-1, SO-3, SO-4 
Walsh Barbara L.  M100 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Walsh Robert L.  M231 Burlington AGS NS-45, PI-2, SO-1, SO-4 
Ward-Snyder Nancy  M417 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Weaver Chelsea  M077 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Weeber Curt  M468 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Weikert Donald  M446 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Weil Virginia C.  M746 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Weissberger David  M367 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, NS-8, SO-1 
Werlieb Mitch  M098 Burlington AGS EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, NS-45, SO-1 
Weston James  M082 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Wheeland Christopher  M138 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Wheeland Andrea  M163 Burlington AGS GO-1, EJ-3, LU-1, SO-1 
Wheeland Chris  M906 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Wheeland Andrea  M915 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Wheeland Asa  M923 Burlington AGS GO-4 
White Zonker K.  M542 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Whitney Susan  M431 Burlington AGS GO-4 
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Whittemore Rubin  M736 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Wildes Dale  M799 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Wilking John N.  M038 Burlington AGS GS-1 
William  Elisabeth  M596 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Williams Larry  M051 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Williams Rachel  M230 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Williams Dawn  M500 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Williams Larry  M876 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Williams Mark E.  M881 Burlington AGS SO-1 
Williams Frances  M888 Burlington AGS LU-1, SO-1, SO-9 
Williamson Jane  M093 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-2, SO-1 
Williamson-Ray Tyler  M817 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Wilson Dave  M610 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Wing Andre  M055 Burlington AGS GS-1 
Wing Evan  M543 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Wolf Ryan  M595 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Womack Leigh  M641 Burlington AGS GO-3 

Wood Gregory Epler  M107 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-3, NS-2, NS-5, NS-6, PA-2, PA-6, PI-6, PI-7, PI-8,  
SO-1, SO-10, SO-11, SO-12 

Wood Lindsay  M743 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Worn Leaf  M733 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Wright Laura K.  M795 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Wyndorf Katie  M843 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Wynroth Barbara  M805 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Wzuamsen Zach  M568 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Yandon Sarah  M531 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Yanulavich Jake  M242 Burlington AGS AQ-1, AQ-8, GO-1, LU-3, NS-8, SO-14 
Yanulavich Jake  M717 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Yarnall Judith  M201 Burlington AGS EJ-2, GO-1, LU-1, NS-45 
Yurcek Robyn  M645 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Zaggert E.  M712 Burlington AGS GO-3 
Zbitnoff Igor  M280 Burlington AGS SO-1, SO-17 
Zbitnoff Igor  M293 Burlington AGS GO-1, SO-1, SO-3, SO-4 
Zbitnoff Igor  M378 Burlington AGS GO-1, LU-1, PI-2 
Zefe Charles I.  M118 Burlington AGS GS-1 

Zigmund Terry  M126 Burlington AGS BR-4, EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, LU-2, LU-3, NS-45, PA-14, PI-1, PI-6,  
PI-8, PI-9, SA-1, SO-1, SO-4 

Zigmund Terry  M127 Burlington AGS BR-4, EJ-3, GO-1, LU-1, LU-2, LU-3, NS-7, NS-45, PA-14, PI-1, PI-6, PI-
8, PI-9, SA-1, SO-1, SO-4 

Zigmund Terry  M284 Burlington AGS IN 
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Zigmund Terry  M292 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Zigmund Terry  M300 Burlington AGS IN 
Zigmund Terry  M313 Burlington AGS GO-1 
Zigmund Terry  M414 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Zilius Zachary  M470 Burlington AGS GO-4 
Zuckerman David  M563 Burlington AGS GO-3 
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And with that, I'll call our first speaker.

Senator Hatch.

SENATOR HATCH: Thank you, Colonel.

Well, thank you. We're honored to have all

of you here, and I want to welcome our friends from the

Air Force to our state.

The members of our nation's military are

always welcome here.

All Utahns salute your service and realize

hearing more jet noise pales in comparison to your

sacrifice from your families and your family's

sacrifices in service to our country.

Utah fully supports the stationing of the

first three operational squadrons of the F-35s at Hill

Air Force Base.

Yes, the F-35 will be louder than the F-16;

however, it is important to remember the noise produced

by the F-35 is similar to other fifth-generation -- to

the other fifth-generation fighters, the F22 Raptor,

and other advanced aircraft like the FA-18 Super

Hornet.

In addition, the draft Environmental Impact

Statement also concludes, regarding air quality, quote,

"... emissions would not reach or exceed established

de minimis thresholds, unquote.
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We are aware additional areas will be

subject to additional jet noise; however, I believe the

patriotic citizens of Northern Utah, and especially the

people of Layton, will continue to support the

Air Force's necessary training schedule. We all know

these communities are the greatest supporters of the

Air Force and the Service's preference to bring the

first operational squadrons of F-35s to Hill.

I am personally grateful to these citizens

for their commitment to our nation's security.

Though noise levels will be increased,

supporting the Air Force and its mission in -- is

second nature to our citizens, many of whom work at

Hill or who have family members or neighbors who do.

Utah understands military aircraft are loud,

but the citizens of Northern Utah also appreciate the

cost of maintaining the most highly trained and

proficient Air Force in the world requires sustained

training, day and night. I have no doubt the Air Force

and the citizens of Layton will continue their

long-standing relationship of resolving any issues

which may arise.

Utahns are proud of the Air Force. We're

proud that the Air Force has chosen Hill as its first

choice of the first three operational squadrons of
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F-35s.

We take pride in supporting the Air Force

and its mission, and we take pride in supporting those

men and women in uniform who have answered the call to

the colors.

I want to thank you all for being here. I

look forward to inviting you to -- you all back when

the first F-72 -- or the first of the 72 operational

F-35s lands at Hill with HL painted on the tail.

God bless all of you, and we're proud of

you. We're really honored to have all of you here.

Thanks so much, Colonel.

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you, Senator.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: I believe I saw

Senator Lee leaving.

Is General Condon here?

Sir.

GENERAL CONDON: Thank you very much. My

name is Pat Condon. I am senior policy advisor for

Senator Lee, and his -- as was noted, Senator Lee was

with us earlier, but had another engagement in Brigham

City that he had to depart for, so he has asked me to

read a letter that he will be submitting formally to

Mr. Germanos.
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F-35s.

We take pride in supporting the Air Force

and its mission, and we take pride in supporting those

men and women in uniform who have answered the call to

the colors.

I want to thank you all for being here. I

look forward to inviting you to -- you all back when

the first F-72 -- or the first of the 72 operational

F-35s lands at Hill with HL painted on the tail.

God bless all of you, and we're proud of

you. We're really honored to have all of you here.

Thanks so much, Colonel.

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you, Senator.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: I believe I saw

Senator Lee leaving.

Is General Condon here?

Sir.

GENERAL CONDON: Thank you very much. My

name is Pat Condon. I am senior policy advisor for

Senator Lee, and his -- as was noted, Senator Lee was

with us earlier, but had another engagement in Brigham

City that he had to depart for, so he has asked me to

read a letter that he will be submitting formally to

Mr. Germanos.
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And it reads, Dear Mr. Germanos:

I wish to express my full support for Hill

Air Force Base being a preferred alternative for the

F-35A operational base.

Selecting Hill Air Force Base as the F-35A

base is in the nation's strategic defense interest, as

Hill Air Force Base is uniquely positioned and prepared

to execute such an important ongoing mission.

Hill Air Force Base is the ideal location

for F-35As for numerous reasons, including its

proximity to the Utah Test and Training Range,

operational efficiencies, and community support.

The range proximity is obvious and

advantageous. The operational efficiency of having a

fighter mission located on an Air Force depot is a

powerful example of the kind of effective consolidation

the Secretary of Defense has declared desirable.

The community surrounding the base have been

more proactive than any other area in reserving

easements for fly zones off both ends of the runway.

The state and local communities have spent

well over $20 million in property acquisition to

protect the base from urban encroachment.

The community has heard the sound of freedom

for many decades, and continues to express its
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overwhelming support for Northern Utah being home to

some vital United States defense force.

I add my support to that of the entire Utah

delegation, along with Mayors Steve Curtis of Layton,

Jeffrey Monroe of South Weber, Don Wood of Clearfield,

Bruce Burrows of Riverdale, Joe Ritchie of Roy, Mike

Caldwell of Ogden, Jamie Nagle of Syracuse, and Chad

Bangerter of Sunset. We all stand together in support

of Hill Air Force Base and the placement of the full --

three full squadrons of F-35As.

If you have questions or need additional

information, I will make myself available at any time,

along with either my staff in Utah or Washington D.C.

Best regards, Michael S. Lee, United States

Senator.

And if I might add just one personal

postscript: Bring 'em on.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Congressman Bishop.

The floor is yours, sir.

CONGRESSMAN BISHOP: I am pleased to be here

to add my voice in strong support for the proposal for

operational base number one at Hill Air Force Base.

I don't compare this area to other places,

but I do know that I am glad that the Air Force
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overwhelming support for Northern Utah being home to

some vital United States defense force.

I add my support to that of the entire Utah

delegation, along with Mayors Steve Curtis of Layton,

Jeffrey Monroe of South Weber, Don Wood of Clearfield,

Bruce Burrows of Riverdale, Joe Ritchie of Roy, Mike

Caldwell of Ogden, Jamie Nagle of Syracuse, and Chad

Bangerter of Sunset. We all stand together in support

of Hill Air Force Base and the placement of the full --

three full squadrons of F-35As.

If you have questions or need additional

information, I will make myself available at any time,

along with either my staff in Utah or Washington D.C.

Best regards, Michael S. Lee, United States

Senator.

And if I might add just one personal

postscript: Bring 'em on.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Congressman Bishop.

The floor is yours, sir.

CONGRESSMAN BISHOP: I am pleased to be here

to add my voice in strong support for the proposal for

operational base number one at Hill Air Force Base.

I don't compare this area to other places,

but I do know that I am glad that the Air Force
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continues to call Utah its home, a home of one of the

largest and most complex military installations.

If there were some compelling reasons why it

should be here, I think it -- it goes in four words:

The Utah Test and Training Range.

Under -- former Under Secretary McCall once

said, in 2000, that, This is an irreplaceable part of

the nation's defense infrastructure. You cannot find a

continuous area of unrestricted airspace from ground

level to 58,000 feet in the Continental United States,

where you can use terrain-following cruise missiles,

you have area for live-fire bombing, munitions testing,

as well as JDAM testing at the same time.

The UTTR will simply provide F-35 pilots

with sufficient quantity and quality of airspace to

fully utilize and test the advanced capabilities of the

F-35 fighter in all weather conditions, during all

hours of the day or night.

I don't think you'll find anywhere where

such a facility lies this close to Hill Air Force Base.

In 2005, the Utah Test Range Protection Act

was passed which protects the range against all types

of environmental and regulatory encroachment. Took us

eight years to get that done, but it was a strong

effort by both the state, the delegation, and the
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community to actually accomplish that, and state our

purpose and intent and how important that range

actually is.

Utah civic leaders recognized, two decades

ago, the significance of encroachment around Hill Air

Force Base, and so the State of Utah, the counties of

Davis and Weber, the Utah Defense Alliance, and others,

used state-funded -- state-provided funding to purchase

residential development rights around here so that in

the last two BRACs, Hill Air Force Base was given the

green sign for encroachment and unlikely encroachment

problems in the future.

I am told that in the past, Hill Air Force

Base has been the home of four squadrons of F-16s, 24

planes in each squadron. Obviously we have the

capacity and the inherent capacity for three squadrons

of F-35s under the same assess -- under some of the

assessments of the Air Combat Command.

This should be a great place for a home of a

minimum of three F-35 squadrons, where you can take

advantage and highly -- of training the pilots in the

UTTR opportunities that we actually have.

The F-35 is going to be the key for our

future defense of this country. We have to build the

F-35s now so that we can ensure peace for my children
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and my grandchildren at the same time, and there is no

better place in the United States to place the first

operational squadron of F-35s than in Hill Air Force

Base, for all of the reasons that we simply gave to

you.

Thank you for your willingness to be here.

Thank you for this opportunity to address it, and I

look forward to seeing those F-35s sitting at Hill Air

Force Base.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Senator Stevenson.

The floor is yours, sir.

SENATOR STEVENSON: I am not going to take

my three minutes. I think the positive aspects of

bedding this airplane down here at this time, or this

aircraft here is -- have been stated. But I will tell

you that I had opportunity to serve as mayor of this

community for 12 years. In 12 years, I had one noise

complaint, and that was because I solicited it in a

city council meeting, and I got one complaint the next

morning.

The people of this community understand what

this base is, and what it does, and what these aircraft

do for us. What those who fly them sacrifice for us.

And it's important that this aircraft come here, and
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and my grandchildren at the same time, and there is no

better place in the United States to place the first

operational squadron of F-35s than in Hill Air Force

Base, for all of the reasons that we simply gave to

you.

Thank you for your willingness to be here.

Thank you for this opportunity to address it, and I

look forward to seeing those F-35s sitting at Hill Air

Force Base.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Senator Stevenson.

The floor is yours, sir.

SENATOR STEVENSON: I am not going to take

my three minutes. I think the positive aspects of

bedding this airplane down here at this time, or this

aircraft here is -- have been stated. But I will tell

you that I had opportunity to serve as mayor of this

community for 12 years. In 12 years, I had one noise

complaint, and that was because I solicited it in a

city council meeting, and I got one complaint the next

morning.

The people of this community understand what

this base is, and what it does, and what these aircraft

do for us. What those who fly them sacrifice for us.

And it's important that this aircraft come here, and
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continue -- we continue doing what we're doing.

As an F-16 takes off the base today, or an

F-35 in the future, there is no place in the country

they can be to a training mission any more efficiently

than they can from Hill Air Force Base.

I appreciate the opportunity to stand and

just say a few words. It's been my privilege to be

able to stand shoulder to shoulder with a lot of the

Air Force people over the past 20 years of my political

career, and I just -- it's just amazing. As I get -- I

look out across the audience, I know most of you, and

the community leaders here are amazing with the way we

support what goes on at that base.

But I don't believe the noise level of the

F-35 is going to cause any -- any ill effects, other

than we will just stand a little straighter when we

salute them as they go overhead.

Thank you so much.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Senator Adams.

Sir. The floor is yours.

SENATOR ADAMS: Thank you. I appreciate

being here, and again support the comments that have

been made. But I would also like to maybe give a

little background, so that currently this --
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continue -- we continue doing what we're doing.

As an F-16 takes off the base today, or an

F-35 in the future, there is no place in the country

they can be to a training mission any more efficiently

than they can from Hill Air Force Base.

I appreciate the opportunity to stand and

just say a few words. It's been my privilege to be

able to stand shoulder to shoulder with a lot of the

Air Force people over the past 20 years of my political

career, and I just -- it's just amazing. As I get -- I

look out across the audience, I know most of you, and

the community leaders here are amazing with the way we

support what goes on at that base.

But I don't believe the noise level of the

F-35 is going to cause any -- any ill effects, other

than we will just stand a little straighter when we

salute them as they go overhead.

Thank you so much.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Senator Adams.

Sir. The floor is yours.

SENATOR ADAMS: Thank you. I appreciate

being here, and again support the comments that have

been made. But I would also like to maybe give a

little background, so that currently this --
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You're sitting in my Senate district. I

would love to welcome everyone here. But also, I --

I've had other roles in the course of my political

experience, as I served on the council when Mayor

Stevenson was mayor. Served on the planning commission

before that in Layton City. Have had the opportunity

of being a chairman of the State Transportation

Commission, and I've also had the great opportunity of

being involved on the Board of Directors for the Home

Builders Association. Been involved in the Realtor's

Association. Actually served as president of the Home

Builders Association, which actually covers both Davis

and Weber County.

And I can say that with that experience,

that the people I've associated with have been very

supportive of the Base.

It's very easy to say you support the Base,

but the other thing is, how much do you support the

Base?

One of the great things that happens within

this community is, both the state government, the local

entities, and the private individuals get behind and

support the Base, both morally but also financially.

State of Utah, as mentioned by Congressman

Bishop, we've spent millions of dollars buying the air
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rights around the base.

Didn't stop there. One of the first

sessions I was in the legislature, the base needed more

equipment. Bringing jobs here. No federal funding for

the equipment. We actually funded that money for the

equipment. We had to figure out a way to give money to

the Federal Government. Very, very difficult to do.

We actually had to fly to Washington D.C.

and talk to the people there, because they'd never had

a state actually want to give money to buy equipment

for a Federal institution.

Then, in addition to that, we -- I actually

had the opportunity of chairing MIDA, which is the

Military Installation Development Authority. It

actually was put together by the State of Utah to help

the largest enhanced use lease program within the

Air Force. It's probably only one of two that's been,

I think, successful, and is by far the largest.

550 acres. Spans four cities, two counties.

The representative -- the ability to make

that a very successful organization is because of the

great support that comes from those four cities, the

citizens that live within those four cities and the two

counties that it spans.

It is also significant is the state of Utah,
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I think the state has funded over $20 million to try to

help that enhanced use be successful. You'll see

buildings going up actually right now, again, trying to

replace the old barracks that were built back in the

olden days.

Another thing that I'm proud of, that I'm a

fifth-generation Layton resident. I probably go back

to prehistoric time with my relatives, but when the

Base was first here, it was put there because most of

the munitions were impact-activated. And because they

were impact-activated, this was a sandbar, and people

loved the thought that it was a sandbar.

I can't remember, in the history of the

conversations I've had with relatives or other

residents, negative comments about the Base.

Utah has twice the birth rate in the nation.

We have an active workforce, and we're very supportive

and again hope that minimum of three squadrons -- and

there are those of us that would like to see four and

five. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Senator Weiler.

SENATOR WEILER: Thank you. I also echo the

comments of those before me.

I'd like to add to that, I, prior to my
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I think the state has funded over $20 million to try to

help that enhanced use be successful. You'll see

buildings going up actually right now, again, trying to

replace the old barracks that were built back in the

olden days.

Another thing that I'm proud of, that I'm a

fifth-generation Layton resident. I probably go back

to prehistoric time with my relatives, but when the

Base was first here, it was put there because most of

the munitions were impact-activated. And because they

were impact-activated, this was a sandbar, and people

loved the thought that it was a sandbar.

I can't remember, in the history of the

conversations I've had with relatives or other

residents, negative comments about the Base.

Utah has twice the birth rate in the nation.

We have an active workforce, and we're very supportive

and again hope that minimum of three squadrons -- and

there are those of us that would like to see four and

five. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Senator Weiler.

SENATOR WEILER: Thank you. I also echo the

comments of those before me.

I'd like to add to that, I, prior to my
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appointment to the Utah State Senate, I served on a

city council here in Davis County, and I've also been

the chair of two county-wide organizations. Those are

the Davis Chamber of Commence and the Davis Republic

Party. And I have never, in my 14 years of political

involvement, heard one single negative comment about

Hill Air Force Base. And I believe that this community

wholeheartedly supports the F-35As being relocated or

bedded down here. And it would be a proud tradition to

continue, since Hill Air Force Base has been housing

aircraft since World War II.

I believe that this would be -- we've heard

several comments about the access to the test and

training ground -- proving grounds, but we also provide

excellent access to Mountain Home and Nellis in Nevada.

We also have a trained workforce already

here at Hill Air Force Base to fix the F-35As, if and

when they break down, especially once the F-16s are

phased out.

And also, I think that we've got the

facilities, looking through the Environmental Impact

Statement fact sheet that I have, we've got the

facilities and we've got the access and the trained

workforce. And for those reasons, I believe that this

would be an excellent addition to our community.
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Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mayor Curtis.

MAYOR CURTIS: Mr. Germanos and Colonel, it

is my privilege to stand before you.

My name is Steve Curtis. I am the mayor of

Layton City, and I concur wholeheartedly with what has

already been said.

I would also add to Senator Stevenson's

comment, that in the six and a half years that I've

been mayor of Layton City, which would total up to 18

and a half years, actually I have heard nothing from

anybody as far as problems at the Base. So that's a

pretty good record as far as phone calls.

Also, it was my privilege last week to have

the opportunity to visit Eglin Air Force Base, and

witness, first-hand, the flying of the F-35. And if I

was to turn my back as the chaser and -- of the F-16 to

the F-35, I couldn't tell you the difference between

the two. It was that close.

Thank you for the opportunity to stand

before you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you.

Mayor Bangerter. And I hope I did the
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Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mayor Curtis.

MAYOR CURTIS: Mr. Germanos and Colonel, it

is my privilege to stand before you.

My name is Steve Curtis. I am the mayor of

Layton City, and I concur wholeheartedly with what has

already been said.

I would also add to Senator Stevenson's

comment, that in the six and a half years that I've

been mayor of Layton City, which would total up to 18

and a half years, actually I have heard nothing from

anybody as far as problems at the Base. So that's a

pretty good record as far as phone calls.

Also, it was my privilege last week to have

the opportunity to visit Eglin Air Force Base, and

witness, first-hand, the flying of the F-35. And if I

was to turn my back as the chaser and -- of the F-16 to

the F-35, I couldn't tell you the difference between

the two. It was that close.

Thank you for the opportunity to stand

before you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you.

Mayor Bangerter. And I hope I did the
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pronunciation correctly.

MAYOR BANGERTER: Bangerter. But in Utah,

we're used to that, so.

COLONEL GREGORY: My apologies.

MAYOR BANGERTER: No, it's fine. Appreciate

the time.

COLONEL GREGORY: The floor is yours.

MAYOR BANGERTER: Mayor Bangerter, Sunset

City.

As the Mayor of Sunset City -- it's a half a

mile wide and it's two miles long. It sits on the west

side of the Base. It's a pretty small area, but we're

proud of what we are there.

We represent about 5,200 people, and are

highly supportive of a strong national defense and the

strong capability of the Air Force.

Sunset City has a close and cooperative

working relationship with Hill Air Force Base, and

fully supports its operational flying and other

missions.

As Hill Air Force Base is being considered

as a U.S. Air Force, as a location of basing the F-35

aircraft operational squadrons, I would like to advise

you that Sunset City fully supports the basing of the

F-35 at Hill Air Force Base.
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Hill Air Force Base plays a vital role to

Sunset's economy, being a large component of the city's

employment base, and we have invested in building a

strong supportive -- support for the Base.

The infrastructure existing at Hill Air

Force Base, the surrounding community and

infrastructure, and the proximity of Hill Air Force

Base to the Utah Test and Training Range, make Hill an

ideal location for the F-35.

The Total Force Interrogation concept being

employed by Hill Air Force Base by the 388 Fighter Wing

and the Air Force Reserve 419 Fighter Wing provide a

unique opportunity for the Air Force reserve to be an

integral part of the F-35 operations.

Sunset strongly encourages the U.S.

Air Force to select Hill Air Force Base as a location

for basing the F-35 operational aircraft.

Thank you for your time.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mayor Wood.

The floor is yours.

MAYOR WOOD: As mayor of Clearfield City,

it's an honor to be here this evening and present our

views as a community as it relates to the basing of the

F-35 at Hill Air Force Base.
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Hill Air Force Base plays a vital role to

Sunset's economy, being a large component of the city's

employment base, and we have invested in building a

strong supportive -- support for the Base.

The infrastructure existing at Hill Air

Force Base, the surrounding community and

infrastructure, and the proximity of Hill Air Force

Base to the Utah Test and Training Range, make Hill an

ideal location for the F-35.

The Total Force Interrogation concept being

employed by Hill Air Force Base by the 388 Fighter Wing

and the Air Force Reserve 419 Fighter Wing provide a

unique opportunity for the Air Force reserve to be an

integral part of the F-35 operations.

Sunset strongly encourages the U.S.

Air Force to select Hill Air Force Base as a location

for basing the F-35 operational aircraft.

Thank you for your time.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mayor Wood.

The floor is yours.

MAYOR WOOD: As mayor of Clearfield City,

it's an honor to be here this evening and present our

views as a community as it relates to the basing of the

F-35 at Hill Air Force Base.
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Maybe just to preface this history wise, as

some have done, Mayor Curtis, I grew up in the flight

path of Hill Air Force Base. I'm familiar with F-4S.

The street just to the west of where I lived was called

Aircraft. So if that gives you any idea.

But I have to tell you, I -- as a member of

the -- by appointment of the governor to the Military

Installation Development Authority, and as a board

member for Utah Defense Alliance, and having sat in

briefings where executive summaries have been presented

on this EIS document, and having lived in the flight

path, and lived with F-4s and those other aircraft over

the years, I've found nothing in those executive

summaries that were alarming to me as it relates to the

basing of this aircraft, this fighter plane, at Hill

Air Force Base.

In fact, our community, I think I can speak

for our community as mayor of Clearfield City, and for

our city council, who -- some of who are here tonight

as well, that we embrace the deployment or the basing

of this aircraft at Hill Air Force Base, and we

encourage all three squadrons, and we'll take more if

we can get them.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mayor Russell.
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MAYOR RUSSELL: Thank you, Colonel Gregory.

It's an honor for me to be here tonight. I'm the mayor

of Centerville City, which is a city of about 16,000

residents, located south of Hill Air Force Base in

Davis County.

Like all of the other mayors who have spoke,

and the other public officials, we fully support the

F-35 program, and we're hopeful that it will come to

Hill Air Force Base.

I wanted to -- I echo the comments, and I'm

not going to repeat everything that's been said, but I

want to mention a few things.

First of all, many of our residents are part

of the both civilian and military workforce at Hill Air

Force Base, and we are proud supporters of the base in

Centerville, as the other communities in Davis County.

There are two things specifically in the

Environmental Impact Statement that I wanted to

mention. A couple of comments.

It says, "Due to the generally high

altitudes for F-35A operations, the large size of the

airspace units, and the dispersed nature of

overflights, operations by the F-35 would not

substantially affect land use status, management, or

recreational under the airspace units."
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I read through this, and looked at the

studies, and there's nothing there that causes me any

concern whatsoever regarding the operation of these

aircraft.

It also states in the Environmental Impact

Statement, "Air quality under the airspace is generally

good and without numerous large stationary sources.

F-35 operations would not contribute to any

deterioration of air quality, since more than 95

percent of the time they would fly above 3,000 feet

above ground level, the mixing height for emissions."

So again, the data suggests and tells us

that there's -- there's no impact that would cause us

any concern in our community.

We're fully supportive of this as well, and

echo the comments that have been made. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Councilman LeBaron.

COUNCILMAN LeBARON: Thank you, sir.

COLONEL GREGORY: The floor is yours.

COUNCILMAN LeBARON: My name is Mike LeBaron,

and I'm on the city council here in Clearfield.

I'd like to take an opportunity to echo the

comments that have been heard here today. Echo

comments of our mayor. We have a city population of
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I read through this, and looked at the

studies, and there's nothing there that causes me any

concern whatsoever regarding the operation of these

aircraft.

It also states in the Environmental Impact

Statement, "Air quality under the airspace is generally

good and without numerous large stationary sources.

F-35 operations would not contribute to any

deterioration of air quality, since more than 95

percent of the time they would fly above 3,000 feet

above ground level, the mixing height for emissions."

So again, the data suggests and tells us

that there's -- there's no impact that would cause us

any concern in our community.

We're fully supportive of this as well, and

echo the comments that have been made. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Councilman LeBaron.

COUNCILMAN LeBARON: Thank you, sir.

COLONEL GREGORY: The floor is yours.

COUNCILMAN LeBARON: My name is Mike LeBaron,

and I'm on the city council here in Clearfield.

I'd like to take an opportunity to echo the

comments that have been heard here today. Echo

comments of our mayor. We have a city population of
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roughly 28 to 30,000 individuals.

In my experience with residents of

Clearfield, when we hear an airplane come up above us,

we look up to see what it is, we don't plug our ears.

A little noise isn't going to hurt us. A little noise

isn't going to scare us way.

The constituents that represent Clearfield

that I get the opportunity to work for, those

individuals are fully supportive of Hill Air Force

Base.

With respect to our latest representatives,

and our federal representatives, and the work that

they've done to safeguard that place, we, as

constituents, are fully supportive of those

individuals, those representatives who have done what

they have done.

I can't talk enough about the importance of

the Utah Test and Training Range. As it relates to

Hill Air Force Base, as it relates to the U.S.

Air Force and the mission that it has to protect and

defend the United States of America. You're not going

to find a facility like that anywhere in the world, and

I know this for a fact.

I work out in the West Desert a couple of

days a week, and, you know, as an individual who lives
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here in Clearfield, I've seen many aircraft take off

from Hill Air Force Base. Again, as someone who works

out in the West Desert, I've seen many aircraft from

Hill Air Force Base on their way to that test and

training range, to do their operations and perform

their missions.

I look forward to the day, as a member of

the city council and as a member of Clearfield, where I

can see an F-35 taking off, and I can see an F-35 on

the way out to the UTTR. That's all I have.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Jim Smith of the Davis

Chamber.

MR. SMITH: Thank you.

COLONEL GREGORY: Sir.

MR. SMITH: My name is Jim Smith. I'm the

president of the Chamber of Commerce here in Davis

County. This is a great opportunity.

I'm going to just establish a couple of

things that we've already talked about, about the

relationship between the community and the military.

Utah is highly patriotic, as has been said,

and particularly here in the northern part of the

state. We are very supportive of the military mission.

We've designed and developed a community
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here in Clearfield, I've seen many aircraft take off

from Hill Air Force Base. Again, as someone who works

out in the West Desert, I've seen many aircraft from

Hill Air Force Base on their way to that test and

training range, to do their operations and perform

their missions.

I look forward to the day, as a member of

the city council and as a member of Clearfield, where I

can see an F-35 taking off, and I can see an F-35 on

the way out to the UTTR. That's all I have.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Jim Smith of the Davis

Chamber.

MR. SMITH: Thank you.

COLONEL GREGORY: Sir.

MR. SMITH: My name is Jim Smith. I'm the

president of the Chamber of Commerce here in Davis

County. This is a great opportunity.

I'm going to just establish a couple of

things that we've already talked about, about the

relationship between the community and the military.

Utah is highly patriotic, as has been said,

and particularly here in the northern part of the

state. We are very supportive of the military mission.

We've designed and developed a community

E-69

Cummings
Highlight

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO012

Ratliff
Typewritten Text

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
GS-1

Ratliff
Typewritten Text



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18:50:36

18:50:39

18:50:42

18:50:45

18:50:49

18:50:52

18:50:56

18:50:59

18:51:02

18:51:05

18:51:09

18:51:13

18:51:16

18:51:20

18:51:25

18:51:30

18:51:32

18:51:37

18:51:39

18:51:44

18:51:44

18:51:48

18:51:52

18:51:56

18:52:00

National Court Reporters, Inc. - 888.800.9656

National Court Reporters, Inc. - 888.800.9656
38

around supporting Hill Air Force Base.

Yes, Hill Air Force Base has a huge impact

on us, but we like to think that, as a community, we

have a huge impact on Hill Air Force Base, and our top

of Utah Military Affairs Committee, very much focused

on the quality of life for our airmen and their

families here at Hill Air Force Base.

So with that background, I just want to say

that the Chamber of Commerce is very much in support of

this EIS process. We appreciate very much that you

take so much time to listen to all viewpoints.

And while I am absolutely sure that there

are some individuals who may be opposed to basing the

F-35 in Utah, I will tell you that I have yet to meet a

person who does not want the F-35 based in Hill Air

Force Base. And I get to know an awful lot of people

in my position, and still have not had anyone tell me

that they don't want the F-35 here.

We are used to the sound of freedom in this

community.

And this is kind of mixed emotions for me,

because when they first brought in the F-16s, I never

thought I'd ever see anything so beautiful as those

airplanes, and the nimble maneuvers.

My kids can identify the airplane that's
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flying overhead now, without looking up, because each

have an individual unique sound. I'm excited to have

the opportunity to teach my grandchildren the sound of

the F-35.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Congressional Candidate

Donna McAleer.

And I apologize if I didn't get that last

name correct.

MS. McALEER: No need to take up airtime

with what everybody's said.

COLONEL GREGORY: Sure?

MS. McALEER: I'm completely supportive. I

was here to learn.

COLONEL GREGORY: All right.

Ms. Jodi Holmgren. The floor is yours.

MS. HOLMGREN: I'm not a mayor or a

congressman or a senator -- yet. Maybe. I'm a citizen

of the local area.

I grew up in South Ogden, born and raised

under the flight line. I understand that the purpose

of the meeting tonight is to discuss natural and human

concerns, and I have some concerns.

My concern is, I've grown up with hearing
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flying overhead now, without looking up, because each

have an individual unique sound. I'm excited to have

the opportunity to teach my grandchildren the sound of

the F-35.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Congressional Candidate

Donna McAleer.

And I apologize if I didn't get that last

name correct.

MS. McALEER: No need to take up airtime

with what everybody's said.

COLONEL GREGORY: Sure?

MS. McALEER: I'm completely supportive. I

was here to learn.

COLONEL GREGORY: All right.

Ms. Jodi Holmgren. The floor is yours.

MS. HOLMGREN: I'm not a mayor or a

congressman or a senator -- yet. Maybe. I'm a citizen

of the local area.

I grew up in South Ogden, born and raised

under the flight line. I understand that the purpose

of the meeting tonight is to discuss natural and human

concerns, and I have some concerns.

My concern is, I've grown up with hearing
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flying overhead now, without looking up, because each

have an individual unique sound. I'm excited to have

the opportunity to teach my grandchildren the sound of

the F-35.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Congressional Candidate

Donna McAleer.

And I apologize if I didn't get that last

name correct.

MS. McALEER: No need to take up airtime

with what everybody's said.

COLONEL GREGORY: Sure?

MS. McALEER: I'm completely supportive. I

was here to learn.

COLONEL GREGORY: All right.

Ms. Jodi Holmgren. The floor is yours.

MS. HOLMGREN: I'm not a mayor or a

congressman or a senator -- yet. Maybe. I'm a citizen

of the local area.

I grew up in South Ogden, born and raised

under the flight line. I understand that the purpose

of the meeting tonight is to discuss natural and human

concerns, and I have some concerns.

My concern is, I've grown up with hearing
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that sound of those planes. On a day that we're not

flying, that scares me. So it is natural for me to

hear the sound of those jets. It's very natural.

As far as human impact of the F-35, the

no-action option concerns me very, very much.

We haven't discussed the economic impact

that Hill has to this community, and as far as my

future and my children and my grandchildren, I feel

that having the F-35s here, it solidifies the validity

and the longevity of our base, which is an economic

engine to this state of, very conservatively,

$3 billion, probably closer to $4 billion.

I recently just spent my own money to travel

to Eglin Air Force Base to see the F-35, and I can tell

you unequivocally that I saw and heard absolutely no

difference.

So I'm here as a local citizen, in absolute

support of bringing the F-35s to Hill.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Hugh Herstman.

Mr. Herstman?

Sir.

MR. HERSTMAN: Thank you.

I too speak in support of the beddown of the

F-35s. I have flown, as a retired fighter pilot, at
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that sound of those planes. On a day that we're not

flying, that scares me. So it is natural for me to

hear the sound of those jets. It's very natural.

As far as human impact of the F-35, the

no-action option concerns me very, very much.

We haven't discussed the economic impact

that Hill has to this community, and as far as my

future and my children and my grandchildren, I feel

that having the F-35s here, it solidifies the validity

and the longevity of our base, which is an economic

engine to this state of, very conservatively,

$3 billion, probably closer to $4 billion.

I recently just spent my own money to travel

to Eglin Air Force Base to see the F-35, and I can tell

you unequivocally that I saw and heard absolutely no

difference.

So I'm here as a local citizen, in absolute

support of bringing the F-35s to Hill.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Hugh Herstman.

Mr. Herstman?

Sir.

MR. HERSTMAN: Thank you.

I too speak in support of the beddown of the

F-35s. I have flown, as a retired fighter pilot, at
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all of the ranges, near all of the bases that have been

discussed today, and they're all lacking except for the

one here.

The most important thing about the range

that people forget. It's not real estate, it's

lethality. What these two gentlemen do. And if we

have that kind of training airspace, where the

airplanes are located, we have a more lethal Air Force.

If it's going to be smaller, it better be lethal.

Nick, I was involved in a previous life with

50 EISs and EMs. This is the most professional and

thorough one that you and Mr. Jett's crew have ever

done. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Tage Flint.

Mr. Flint. Utah Defense Alliance.

MR. FLINT: Yes. Thank you, Colonel.

I represent, this evening, in speaking in

behalf of Utah Defense Alliance, which is a community

leader group, voluntary community leader group, which

supports all of the military bases in the state of

Utah. All of the Armed Forces.

Hill Air Force Base is the critical issue to

us, certainly, with -- with what you've heard tonight.

Where our reading of the EIS, if I can speak
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all of the ranges, near all of the bases that have been

discussed today, and they're all lacking except for the

one here.

The most important thing about the range

that people forget. It's not real estate, it's

lethality. What these two gentlemen do. And if we

have that kind of training airspace, where the

airplanes are located, we have a more lethal Air Force.

If it's going to be smaller, it better be lethal.

Nick, I was involved in a previous life with

50 EISs and EMs. This is the most professional and

thorough one that you and Mr. Jett's crew have ever

done. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Tage Flint.

Mr. Flint. Utah Defense Alliance.

MR. FLINT: Yes. Thank you, Colonel.

I represent, this evening, in speaking in

behalf of Utah Defense Alliance, which is a community

leader group, voluntary community leader group, which

supports all of the military bases in the state of

Utah. All of the Armed Forces.

Hill Air Force Base is the critical issue to

us, certainly, with -- with what you've heard tonight.

Where our reading of the EIS, if I can speak
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to that directly, is that because the air -- those

airplanes and those aircraft are taking the same

airspace as were previously being used by other

aircraft, and because they're flying on the same paths,

we've looked at -- squarely at the noise levels that

were indicated in the draft EIS.

Our reading of that shows that, particularly

in the cumulative effect of the noise coming from the

F-35, there is no significant difference; in fact, in

some cases they're less.

With that, we strongly support Scenario

No. 3 of the -- of those looked at in the draft EIS,

which are the three squadrons.

Our community has not -- our community

leaders have never shied away from the F-35, and on the

contrary. We have long lobbied, if you will, for the

basing of the F-35 here in our community.

And for all of the reasons you've heard

already this evening, we very much back their

statements.

We've already talked long about the

proximity to the Utah Test and Training Range. We've

talked also a little bit about the communities and

their support in reserving the rights-of-ways off both

ends of this runway for the purposes of these
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airplanes. The community knew they were coming. Knew

the ones we already had were already flying, and very

much support that.

We really do see the F-35 fighter as

critical to the nation's defense. We're here to

support our nation's defenders, and we think this is

very little in giving our part back to our military

friends.

As a -- I'll finish by saying, as a young

man I grew up in the flight path, direct flight path of

the F-105s, later the F-4s, and I -- and I now live in

that same location again, and the F-35 is music

compared to those.

Thank you very much.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Steve Rush, also of

the Utah Defense Alliance.

MR. RUSH: Thank you, Colonel.

COLONEL GREGORY: There you are.

MR. RUSH: As the Colonel indicated, I'm

Steve Rush. I'm vice president of the Utah Defense

Alliance. As -- like Tage, I've had the good

opportunity to be involved in the organization going

back many years. Early '90s.

We got involved because of Iraq, as many
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airplanes. The community knew they were coming. Knew

the ones we already had were already flying, and very

much support that.

We really do see the F-35 fighter as

critical to the nation's defense. We're here to

support our nation's defenders, and we think this is

very little in giving our part back to our military

friends.

As a -- I'll finish by saying, as a young

man I grew up in the flight path, direct flight path of

the F-105s, later the F-4s, and I -- and I now live in

that same location again, and the F-35 is music

compared to those.

Thank you very much.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Steve Rush, also of

the Utah Defense Alliance.

MR. RUSH: Thank you, Colonel.

COLONEL GREGORY: There you are.

MR. RUSH: As the Colonel indicated, I'm

Steve Rush. I'm vice president of the Utah Defense

Alliance. As -- like Tage, I've had the good

opportunity to be involved in the organization going

back many years. Early '90s.

We got involved because of Iraq, as many
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communities do, and land use was a key thing that came

up.

And I'm going to backtrack really quickly so

I don't forget this. I want to support everything that

our elected officials have spoken to, so I can cut to

the chase. They have done a wonderful job of

summarizing.

As part of that land use thing, we had the

good fortune of meeting a gentleman from, I think it

was either assistant or deputy secretary of the Air

Force, Lee DeLeon. He passed through, and he mentioned

to us in passing that more bases are closed by

encroachment than will ever be closed by BRAC.

That resonated with us, and, as a result, we

brought the communities together, Layton, Clearfield,

Riverdale, and the counties, and we put together a

planning process. And this started in 1993, went for

several years.

And the upshot of that was to modify the

zoning. We had an Mayor Stevenson, Stuart Adams, you

know. And Steve Curtis stepped up later on. So we

have had this unbelievable ongoing support from the

elected officials, the planners, the zoners, and we do

not have an encroachment problem.

Many bases have been loved to death. We
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took that to heart. We did not want to see that happen

here. So that was a key emphasis and, you know, we're

in great shape where we are.

We spent $15 million of direct money and

another 5 million or so from the communities, out of

their pockets, to make this thing happen.

I've looked at what happened at Oak City,

and some of the other places had to spend a great deal

of money later on if you let it get out of hand.

So with that, I would just say that, fully

supportive of three squadrons of F-35s, due to the

range, the community support, the long-standing support

of the flying mission here, and we look forward to them

being here in 2015.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you.

Commissioner Downs.

The floor is yours, ma'am.

COMMISSIONER DOWNS: Thank you. Thank you,

Colonel.

Representing the other two commissioners and

307 (sic) citizens here in the county, we want you to

know that we also concur with the comments that have

been made.

In Davis County, we have -- because we want
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took that to heart. We did not want to see that happen

here. So that was a key emphasis and, you know, we're

in great shape where we are.

We spent $15 million of direct money and

another 5 million or so from the communities, out of

their pockets, to make this thing happen.

I've looked at what happened at Oak City,

and some of the other places had to spend a great deal

of money later on if you let it get out of hand.

So with that, I would just say that, fully

supportive of three squadrons of F-35s, due to the

range, the community support, the long-standing support

of the flying mission here, and we look forward to them

being here in 2015.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you.

Commissioner Downs.

The floor is yours, ma'am.

COMMISSIONER DOWNS: Thank you. Thank you,

Colonel.

Representing the other two commissioners and

307 (sic) citizens here in the county, we want you to

know that we also concur with the comments that have

been made.

In Davis County, we have -- because we want
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to, we have become great partners with the Air Force,

with -- from our council of governments.

Hill Air Force Base is a very important part

of what goes on here in the county. We appreciate

them, and we feel like, in return, we support them.

One of the things that has not been

mentioned is the kind of employees that we give you

from the civilian side. We feel like they are

incredible folks, who love and support the Base as

well.

Probably one of our greatest concerns would

be, if you don't select Hill Air Force Base, we feel

bad for the Air Force. And you won't be getting the

kind of a deal you would be getting should you stay

here, and we will continue to show you how we can care

for and nurture your airmen and women.

We will not only do that, but do the -- for

those, for the individuals, but for the programs and

the support. We've got higher education that's

partnering with programs that we can give you better

engineers, better support in that respect.

And so it's just a couple of things. We

feel like we've created a great partnership, we have a

great working relationship, and we want to continue to

help build the Air Force from a civilian standpoint,
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and we feel like this is one of the ways we can do

that.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Rick Mayfield of the

Military Installation Development Authority.

The floor is yours, sir.

MR. MAYFIELD: Thank you.

I'm the executive director of MIDA, the

Military Installation Development Authority, as well as

the executive director the Utah Defense Alliance.

That's MIDA and UDA, if you want to use acronyms.

I, like several others, was raised here. I

was just a couple of blocks from Hill Air Force Base

growing up. I've heard aircraft noise all my life.

Some might say that's why he acts like he does, but.

In my life now, the last 29 years, I've

spent working with the state and the communities in

some capacity that brought me to Hill Air Force Base.

As people were talking, calculating numbers

of $20 million for encroachment, $20 million for Falcon

Hill, $6 million for equipment, I thought, you know,

we've spent 45 to $50 million on this Base, from state

taxpayers, in the last 15 to 20 years.

We love this Base.

And nobody's spoken yet about Weber State
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and we feel like this is one of the ways we can do

that.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Rick Mayfield of the

Military Installation Development Authority.

The floor is yours, sir.

MR. MAYFIELD: Thank you.

I'm the executive director of MIDA, the

Military Installation Development Authority, as well as

the executive director the Utah Defense Alliance.

That's MIDA and UDA, if you want to use acronyms.

I, like several others, was raised here. I

was just a couple of blocks from Hill Air Force Base

growing up. I've heard aircraft noise all my life.

Some might say that's why he acts like he does, but.

In my life now, the last 29 years, I've

spent working with the state and the communities in

some capacity that brought me to Hill Air Force Base.

As people were talking, calculating numbers

of $20 million for encroachment, $20 million for Falcon

Hill, $6 million for equipment, I thought, you know,

we've spent 45 to $50 million on this Base, from state

taxpayers, in the last 15 to 20 years.

We love this Base.

And nobody's spoken yet about Weber State
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University or our technology colleges. We train people

to work at Hill Air Force Base. We love the Base.

Three squadrons of F-35s would be like putting the star

on the Christmas tree. We want them here.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mark Goddard, representing

the Supersonic Carwash Falcons.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Go, Mark.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yay, Mark.

MR. GODDARD: Well, I felt I should come up

and say a word or two.

You know, I'm just a regular guy. Grew up

here. Born and raised here. And, you know, honestly,

I took for granted what you all do in that Air Force

base.

And, you know, two years ago I got an

opportunity to step in and see what actually goes on.

And after seeing what goes on out there, and the

commitment level of the men and women of the military,

and just having the opportunity -- I went to Florida

with these people last week, and saw the F-35.

And, you know, there really is no different

noise level. And it's a thrill to see them. It's a

thrill to be a part of it. And I just thank you for

the opportunity to hold these meetings and bring them
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University or our technology colleges. We train people

to work at Hill Air Force Base. We love the Base.

Three squadrons of F-35s would be like putting the star

on the Christmas tree. We want them here.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mark Goddard, representing

the Supersonic Carwash Falcons.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Go, Mark.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yay, Mark.

MR. GODDARD: Well, I felt I should come up

and say a word or two.

You know, I'm just a regular guy. Grew up

here. Born and raised here. And, you know, honestly,

I took for granted what you all do in that Air Force

base.

And, you know, two years ago I got an

opportunity to step in and see what actually goes on.

And after seeing what goes on out there, and the

commitment level of the men and women of the military,

and just having the opportunity -- I went to Florida

with these people last week, and saw the F-35.

And, you know, there really is no different

noise level. And it's a thrill to see them. It's a

thrill to be a part of it. And I just thank you for

the opportunity to hold these meetings and bring them
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here.

So bring 'em home.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Ms. Barbara Riddle of the

Davis Area Convention and Visitor's Bureau.

MS. RIDDLE: You said it right.

COLONEL GREGORY: There you are. The floor

is yours.

MS. RIDDLE: Thank you. I will be brief.

I'm Barbara Riddle, and I'm the president of

the Davis Convention Visitors Bureau.

And for those of you that don't know what

that is, we're a non-profit organization contracted

with the county to promote, sell, package Davis County

as a tourism/meeting/convention destination.

I will say I concur with the comments that

have been made in support of the beddown of the F-35s

here at the Hill Air Force Base, and I feel strongly

that Hill Air Force Base, as a whole, is a very

significant part of our community and our culture. We

appreciate the great men and women, and all that they

do in service of our country, that are stationed here,

and as well as all of those from the civilian workforce

and what they do to support our airmen.

From the tourism perspective, we greatly
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here.

So bring 'em home.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Ms. Barbara Riddle of the

Davis Area Convention and Visitor's Bureau.

MS. RIDDLE: You said it right.

COLONEL GREGORY: There you are. The floor

is yours.

MS. RIDDLE: Thank you. I will be brief.

I'm Barbara Riddle, and I'm the president of

the Davis Convention Visitors Bureau.

And for those of you that don't know what

that is, we're a non-profit organization contracted

with the county to promote, sell, package Davis County

as a tourism/meeting/convention destination.

I will say I concur with the comments that

have been made in support of the beddown of the F-35s

here at the Hill Air Force Base, and I feel strongly

that Hill Air Force Base, as a whole, is a very

significant part of our community and our culture. We

appreciate the great men and women, and all that they

do in service of our country, that are stationed here,

and as well as all of those from the civilian workforce

and what they do to support our airmen.

From the tourism perspective, we greatly
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appreciate the draw of visitors and business travelers

to our community. Our CVB offices are located here in

Layton, just -- used to be right under the flight line,

the path. So we would pause momentarily as F-16s flew

overhead, and we really appreciated the sounds of the

freedom.

In all of my affiliations with Davis

County -- and I do have a few -- I've never once, like

my colleagues, heard a complaint about the noise from

Hill Air Force Base, and all I hear is a great love and

appreciation for what that Base does and what it means

to our community.

Recently I joined Mayor Curtis, and Jodi,

and Mark, and some of the others on the civilian tour

back at Eglin, and we heard the F-35 fly, with an F-16

directly behind it, and we could not tell a difference.

So, you know, to hear that there's

potentially more noise, I'd have to hear it to believe

it, and so far I've not experienced that.

We do support Hill Air Force Base basing

down or bedding down the full three F-35 s, but we've

heard that there's potential that we could actually

support six squadrons, and we'd love to bring those on,

so.

Thank you for the opportunity.
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COLONEL GREGORY: I've gone through all of

the speaker cards. Was there anyone who wanted to

speak tonight?

I have one. One more?

If one of our reps could get a card, please.

Representative Handy.

REPRESENTATIVE HANDY: Thank you.

I wanted to just offer a quick perspective,

everyone.

My name is Steve Handy. I'm the state

representative over District 60, and that happens to

embrace that area geographically right here.

And I have never not known Hill Air Force

Base. I was born and raised in Ogden and, of course,

we know about the Ogden Air Logistics Center, but 34

years ago my little family and I moved to Layton. As

we were looking at a house, these two aircraft came

over. We found out later they were F-4s. And those

were loud. That took some getting used to. But let me

tell you, it didn't take very long, as we got deeply

involved in our community, served in various

capacities, to understand how important Hill Air Force

Base is to our community. Having the opportunity to

become well acquainted with not only full-time

Air Force personnel, but also civilian workers, I can
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tell you that this is a tremendous asset, more than we

can even say, to our community.

And how great it has been to serve on the

city council in Layton. Was involved in a small way in

the acquisition of these safe zones, but then serving

in the legislature, working together. And I want --

want to be sure that we have on the record that those

who will look at this understand how closely, and I

think you've seen tonight, how closely the local and

the state officials and the federal officials work

together marching forward, one heart and one mind, in

support of our great facility. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Councilman Bonwhuis?

Is that --

COUNCILMAN BONWHUIS: Hey.

COLONEL GREGORY: Two for three. Not too

bad.

Sir, the floor is yours.

COUNCILMAN BONWHUIS: My son's a lawyer, and

now I have faith in other lawyers.

COLONEL GREGORY: Makes two in the world.

COUNCILMAN BONWHUIS: My name is Mike

Bonwhuis. I'm on the city council of Layton City. I'm

also the president of Davis Flight Technology College
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tell you that this is a tremendous asset, more than we

can even say, to our community.

And how great it has been to serve on the

city council in Layton. Was involved in a small way in

the acquisition of these safe zones, but then serving

in the legislature, working together. And I want --

want to be sure that we have on the record that those

who will look at this understand how closely, and I

think you've seen tonight, how closely the local and

the state officials and the federal officials work

together marching forward, one heart and one mind, in

support of our great facility. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Councilman Bonwhuis?

Is that --

COUNCILMAN BONWHUIS: Hey.

COLONEL GREGORY: Two for three. Not too

bad.

Sir, the floor is yours.

COUNCILMAN BONWHUIS: My son's a lawyer, and

now I have faith in other lawyers.

COLONEL GREGORY: Makes two in the world.

COUNCILMAN BONWHUIS: My name is Mike

Bonwhuis. I'm on the city council of Layton City. I'm

also the president of Davis Flight Technology College
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and, unlike my -- a lot of my colleagues here, am a

member of the Executive Committee of Utah Defense

Alliance and a member of the Military Affairs

Committee, which I do proudly, and donate a lot of my

time because I really believe in what the Base does for

this community.

I'd like to speak from a different

perspective. Those of us in the educational family,

like Weber State University and Davis Applied

Technology College, are extremely supportive of the

Base. We train over 400 individuals a year at the

Base, and give them specific skills that are prescribed

by the supervisors of the Base so they can be the most

productive Air Force maintenance wing and department in

the country. In the world. And we're pretty proud of

that.

We too also work with Weber State

University, and we have a continuum of education. The

State of Utah and Weber State have spent millions of

dollars just outside the Base to provide engineering

training and technology training in the IT area to

support the many facets of the base.

We -- I -- I listen to people come before

our city council when we're supporting subdivisions.

The interesting thing is they're not there to talk
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about the noise, they're there to make sure we protect

the AQZ zone. They want that protected over and above

the fact that we're going to put a subdivision in.

So I've never experienced citizens coming

forward and saying, Don't put this in because we're

going to have noisy aircraft. It's, Protect the space

so we can have those aircraft fly over our city.

We have been involved with the Davis Arts

Council, and you'll have Anne Murray or one of the

performers have to stop to hear the aircraft fly over.

And I've watched people in the audience applaud. So

our community is very supportive of Hill Air Force

Base.

The F-35 is a great opportunity to expand

our workforce in this area, and I believe, in going all

over the country, Utah has the finest work -- workforce

in the country, and Hill Air Force Base is a benefactor

of that.

The F-35 will enlarge our abilities, improve

our ability to train workers of the Base. I endorse

everything that's been said, and from an educational

perspective as well as a city council perspective, this

would be a great endeavor to have six military

squadrons here.

And I would -- and I would even bid for
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seven if we could.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Peter Matson, a Layton

city planner.

The floor is yours.

MR. MATSON: I just wanted to take a few

minutes to maybe give you a perspective from a staff

person that's worked for Layton City for 20 years, for

the likes of Stuart Adams, Mayor Curtis, Mayor

Stevenson, and Councilman Handy.

Layton City, from a land use and a

encroachment perspective, and following the guidelines

of the Air Installation Compatible Use Zone guidelines,

has done a great job in protecting the Base from

encroachment, and supporting the easements that the

State of Utah has purchased over the years.

Where the rubber meets the road on a

day-to-day basis, people come in to this city and look

at the Accident Potential Zone, for example, which is

about a 650 acre area off the south end of the runway,

and they wonder why there's this big vacant space,

undeveloped space, right in the heart of the city, that

otherwise, under normal circumstances, would be a

beautiful place for a subdivision or any other type of
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seven if we could.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Peter Matson, a Layton

city planner.

The floor is yours.

MR. MATSON: I just wanted to take a few

minutes to maybe give you a perspective from a staff

person that's worked for Layton City for 20 years, for

the likes of Stuart Adams, Mayor Curtis, Mayor

Stevenson, and Councilman Handy.

Layton City, from a land use and a

encroachment perspective, and following the guidelines

of the Air Installation Compatible Use Zone guidelines,

has done a great job in protecting the Base from

encroachment, and supporting the easements that the

State of Utah has purchased over the years.

Where the rubber meets the road on a

day-to-day basis, people come in to this city and look

at the Accident Potential Zone, for example, which is

about a 650 acre area off the south end of the runway,

and they wonder why there's this big vacant space,

undeveloped space, right in the heart of the city, that

otherwise, under normal circumstances, would be a

beautiful place for a subdivision or any other type of
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land use.

And it's a great opportunity to share the

story, but also to work with property owners,

developers, and the Base in particular, to continue to

protect that area from undesirable land uses.

Layton City has a great working relationship

with the staff at Hill Air Force Base, as far as the

Base planners go.

Christa -- I'm going to forget her last

name, doggonit. -- Christa Hale and Tim Stone at Hill

Air Force Base have been a great addition to that staff

up there in terms of a coordinated effort between the

city, the Base, and the State of Utah, to continue that

movement forward.

And from an environmental impact

perspective, I think that's important to get on the

record, that that's a continued effort that I'm sure

will continue for many years.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Barry Burton, Davis

County planning director.

Here you are, sir.

MR. BURTON: Thank you.

Thank you. I've been a planner with Davis
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land use.

And it's a great opportunity to share the

story, but also to work with property owners,

developers, and the Base in particular, to continue to

protect that area from undesirable land uses.

Layton City has a great working relationship

with the staff at Hill Air Force Base, as far as the

Base planners go.

Christa -- I'm going to forget her last

name, doggonit. -- Christa Hale and Tim Stone at Hill

Air Force Base have been a great addition to that staff

up there in terms of a coordinated effort between the

city, the Base, and the State of Utah, to continue that

movement forward.

And from an environmental impact

perspective, I think that's important to get on the

record, that that's a continued effort that I'm sure

will continue for many years.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Mr. Barry Burton, Davis

County planning director.

Here you are, sir.

MR. BURTON: Thank you.

Thank you. I've been a planner with Davis
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County now for 32 years. It seems like forever to

some -- to some of you, I'm sure.

During that time I've served as a planner

for many of the cities within Davis County, including

South Weber City for a number of years. That borders

on the north side of the Base here. And others that

are within the -- under the flight zones.

During all of that time, I -- our concern

has always been what impact the Base may have on land

use around the area. And we have made every effort, I

think, during that time, to protect the Base. For one

thing, to keep incompatible land uses away from there.

The State has made great strides in doing

so, and invested a lot of money, along with some of the

locals, in protecting some of those areas. I think we

continue to do that. As I've looked at the modeling

for the noise zones, or the ACUs, for the bedding down

of the F-35s here, I can see that there will be little

impact, if any. In fact, if there is an impact, it's

to reduce the noise impact to the area.

And so we look forward to having the F-35s

here. We welcome them.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Representative Curt Oda.
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REPRESENTATIVE ODA: Thank you.

You know, I grew up around this area too.

Just straight down 1300 North in Clinton. They called

that Arsenal Street. In fact, it connects -- if it

went straight through the freeway, it would connect to

where the officers' quarters are. And it's -- so I'm

very used to the -- all of the planes flying, a lot of

it back when most of it was propellers.

A few jets. The F-4. Okay.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Biplanes.

REPRESENTATIVE ODA: I'm older than I look.

Okay.

Something that hasn't been mentioned is

the -- from the defense contractor's perspective, you

know, there's no doubt in my mind that a lot of the

defense contractors like this Base for reasons of --

that the -- availability of the quick access to the

Base, the -- again, the training range, things like

that, but let's take the ATK, for example.

You know, they had a contract with

Mississippi. They had a $100 million incentive to move

there. Take their F-35 -- oh, I'm sorry, not their

F-35, but their Commercial Aircraft Composites Division

to Mississippi. They had $25 million in hand.

They came back here. They handed the $25
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million back to Mississippi and said, We're coming back

to Utah.

And that was primarily because of the highly

educated workforce, the work ethics, and the community

support that this Base enjoys.

So if there's a little bit more noise,

great. I'm all for it.

You know, I'm getting older. My ears are

going. So if there's a little bit more noise, it's not

going to impact me.

(LAUGHTER)

But if we're bidding it up, okay, we're up

to what, eight squadrons? Let's bid ten.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Anyone else who's not had

an opportunity to speak this evening who would like to

do so?

Anyone?

COMMISSIONER DOWNS: Colonel, can I just

clarify? It was 307,000 citizens in Davis County? Not

307.

COLONEL GREGORY: Three zeros on Davis

County population.

(LAUGHTER)

Update the sign.
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mailbox by June the 1st, 2012.

While copies of the final EIS will be

available for review at local libraries and

electronically by way of the internet, if you'd like a

CD Rom of the final EIS, please let one of the

representatives at the registration table know that, or

send a letter or postcard to that address asking for

your own CD, and the Air Force will send it to you when

it's complete.

I'll tell you what, we have several minutes

before the scheduled end of the hearing. We'll remain

up here at the table for a few more minutes in case

anyone changes their mind and would like to make a

comment here tonight. But other than that, again,

thank you for coming out tonight.

(APPLAUSE)

SENATOR ADAMS: Stuart Adams, State Senator.

We talked about a lot of commitments the

State of Utah has made, but one thing that walks very

clear is Weber State has a university 10 to 15 miles

away in Ogden City, but we put a branch campus

contiguous to the base, separated simply by a road.

And there are -- we just funded a new building there,

and there's a building that exists there. But the

branch campus of university of -- of the Weber State
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University was placed contiguous to Weber State so

that -- those that you heard talk about, Mr. Bonwhuis

tonight, about the educational opportunities, but those

that are on the Base could simply walk across the

street and attend a university campus.

Millions of dollars spent by the State of

Utah, and again, part of the reason to locate there was

the Hill Air Force Base.

COLONEL GREGORY: All right.

SENATOR ADAMS: And we didn't talk about

that. It was mentioned and touched on briefly, but

millions have been spent.

(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

COLONEL GREGORY: The time is now 7:30 and,

there being no further speakers and everyone having

departed the hearing room, this hearing is adjourned.

(Whereupon, the hearing
was adjourned at 7:31 p.m.)

* * *
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EIS.

Finally, please limit your comments to the

analysis presented in the draft EIS. If you agree with

a previous speaker to a particular issue, you can

certainly say that, but there's no need to repeat the

comment because it's already in the record.

And with that, I'll call our first speaker.

Senator Hatch.

SENATOR HATCH: Mr. Germanos and Colonel

Gregory, we're honored to have you here, along with the

others as well.

Now, Utah is honored the Air Force has

selected Hill as its preferred alternative to base the

first three operational squadrons of F-35As. All of

Utah, and in particular our citizens in the north, are

proud of the Air Force's decision. We believe the

Service's decision is not only due to the unique

training capabilities which are offered by our state,

but because of Utah's long history of uncompromising

support for the war fighter and their -- their

missions.

This support is based upon the understanding

that the Air Force and its personnel are our neighbors.

Neighbors who have dedicated their lives to our

service. As such, they and their families will always
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be honored members of our community.

We understand the F-35 will be louder than

the F-16. Utahns are grateful to our neighbors who

live closer to Hill and those who will experience

greater noise; however, all of Utah realizes the

sacrifice of our fellow citizens. The sacrifice they

will make is absolutely necessary for the rigorous

training schedules required to maintain the world's

greatest Air Force.

We also note, according to the draft

Environmental Impact Statement, even with the addition

of all three F-35 squadron, Hill will experience a five

percent reduction in training flights.

In addition, the new fighters will only have

a decreased affect on air pollution compared to today's

rates.

Further, the Air Force has pledged to

continue the previous arrangements made with the

community on training flights.

I'm also quite confident if any issues do

arise, they will be settled in the same amicable and

responsible fashion which has characterized previous

discussions.

But at the core of Utah's support for basing

the first three operational squadrons of F-35s at Hill
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is the understanding that the unique training

opportunities afforded by our state, specifically, Hill

is immediately adjacent to the Utah Test and Training

Range. The UTTR is huge. It is as large as the state

of Maryland, and it is the largest block of supersonic

rated airspace in the Continental United States. It is

one of only two air ranges where the service can drop

joint direct attack munitions. In addition, as the

F-35 will be deploying weapons which are increasingly

precise and have greater ranges using the UTTR, which

was initially designed to test cruise missiles, is the

obvious choice.

In conclusion, Utah is grateful that

Air Force -- that the Air Force has selected our state

for this great honor, the home for Air Force's future

tip of the spear.

We realize sacrifices will need to be made,

but we also understand these are absolutely necessary

in order to maintain the world's greatest Air Force,

bar none.

All Utahns are anxious to invite you back

when the first F-35 comes to our state in 2015, and I

want to thank our neighbors for being here, and thanks

for your consideration, and God bless all of you.

We appreciate what you do. Thanks so much.
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(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: General Pat Condon;

Senator Lee's office.

GENERAL CONDON: Thank you, Colonel.

My name is Pat Condon. I am privileged to

be a senior policy advisor for Senator Mike Lee.

And first, Colonel and Nick, let me just say

thank you to the Air Force for this opportunity for the

public to express their comments and their feelings

about this basing decision.

Senator Lee has asked me to extend to you

his apologies and his regrets. He was able to be at

the EIS hearing last night down in Layton, but he has a

commitment tonight that prevents him from being here

personally, so he's asked for me to share just a couple

of thoughts.

Senator Lee is submitting a formal letter.

And we covered that in detail last night, and so I'm

not going to go over that again, but I just will share

with you, in summary, that Senator Lee, in his letter,

expresses enthusiastic support for the basing of three

squadrons of F-35s here at Hill.

And with that, we'll conclude with Senator

Lee's remarks.

I will take the opportunity, though, to add
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just a personal postscript, as I did last night: Bring

'em on.

Thank you very much.

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you, sir.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Senator Reid.

SENATOR REED: My name is Stuart Reid, and

I'm representing Senate District 18 in the Utah State

Senate.

I'm grateful for the opportunity to be on

the record in support of the F-35 coming here.

Prior to serving the Senate, I was the

director of Community and Economic Development for both

Salt Lake City and Ogden City. I presently serve as

the senate chair on the Economic Development Workforce

Services Committee for the state, and co-chair of a

similar committee in the interim.

So I want to speak to the great benefits

that the military brings to our state from an economic

perspective. In fact, it -- in this area, for

generations, it's made all the difference economically.

And so we are very supportive of your mission here. We

view it as an honor, and a privilege, and, frankly, a

blessing to our community that you're a part of our

community.
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just a personal postscript, as I did last night: Bring

'em on.

Thank you very much.

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you, sir.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Senator Reid.

SENATOR REED: My name is Stuart Reid, and

I'm representing Senate District 18 in the Utah State

Senate.

I'm grateful for the opportunity to be on

the record in support of the F-35 coming here.

Prior to serving the Senate, I was the

director of Community and Economic Development for both

Salt Lake City and Ogden City. I presently serve as

the senate chair on the Economic Development Workforce

Services Committee for the state, and co-chair of a

similar committee in the interim.

So I want to speak to the great benefits

that the military brings to our state from an economic

perspective. In fact, it -- in this area, for

generations, it's made all the difference economically.

And so we are very supportive of your mission here. We

view it as an honor, and a privilege, and, frankly, a

blessing to our community that you're a part of our

community.
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And I don't know that you'll find any better

support anywhere in the nation. Utah is a pro-defense

state, filled with patriots. And some of the best

patriots are within and the surrounding areas of Hill

Air Force Base. And so we will always be steadfast in

support of the Hill Air Force Base mission, and in

particular the mission of the F-35 coming to this

location.

So I'll repeat what the General said: Bring

it on. And we welcome you with open arms.

And hopefully that -- we can be -- satisfy

your expectations of our community, and will continue

to partner with you in the future.

Thank you very much.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you.

Senator Stevenson.

SENATOR STEVENSON: I have the opportunity

to represent a different group this evening. I am --

I'm a former chair of the Utah Defense Alliance, and

I'm currently serving as the -- as the -- on the MIDA

board. That's the Military Installation Development

Authority that is -- was put together by the State of

Utah to assist in the development of the west side of

Hill Air Force Base.
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And I don't know that you'll find any better

support anywhere in the nation. Utah is a pro-defense

state, filled with patriots. And some of the best

patriots are within and the surrounding areas of Hill

Air Force Base. And so we will always be steadfast in

support of the Hill Air Force Base mission, and in

particular the mission of the F-35 coming to this

location.

So I'll repeat what the General said: Bring

it on. And we welcome you with open arms.

And hopefully that -- we can be -- satisfy

your expectations of our community, and will continue

to partner with you in the future.

Thank you very much.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you.

Senator Stevenson.

SENATOR STEVENSON: I have the opportunity

to represent a different group this evening. I am --

I'm a former chair of the Utah Defense Alliance, and

I'm currently serving as the -- as the -- on the MIDA

board. That's the Military Installation Development

Authority that is -- was put together by the State of

Utah to assist in the development of the west side of

Hill Air Force Base.
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And I'm also a sitting senator in Utah. I

represented District 21. In fact, I think, with

Senator Adams speaking last night, Senator Reid

speaking tonight, and my speaking tonight as a senator,

I think we've covered all of the possible approaches to

Hill Air Force Base.

And my -- my district is literally from as

far away as Kaysville north to the Davis County line.

And so as a result, most of the planes cross over going

to and from Hill Air Force Base.

I have never -- as a senator, I have never

received a complaint. As a 12-year mayor of the city

of Layton, I received one complaint because I made a

comment in a city council meeting, after about eight

years, that I had never had a complaint. I had a

gentleman call me the next morning and say that he

wanted to complain.

And I found it very interesting as I talked

to him, and I finally felt it was -- it was probably in

his best interests if I gave him the name of a good

realtor and suggested that he be relocated.

We feel very comfortable with these planes

flying over the community. I own a business that sits

in the flight path. I've lived there -- and I'm a

life-long resident of the community.
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And as I said, I've had the opportunity to

represent that community, and we are very much in favor

of these -- of these new wing -- of this new wing or

the new aircraft coming to the community and flying

over.

It's very interesting. I -- I had -- my

business attracts people from the northern part of the

state and clear down into Utah County.

And it's very interesting to watch an F-16

take off and stand in my parking lot, because the turn

that the planes do as they come off the runway, and

they turn and head down Gentile in Layton almost

directly overhead. And it's very interesting to watch

the customers as they stand and watch those beautiful

birds take off and head toward the bombing range or

toward the test range.

I don't believe there's a place in the

country where we can get from the end of a runway to

where those pilots can do what they need to do to train

more efficiently than there is off of the runway at

Hill Air Force Base.

Definitely speaking very much in favor of

these new -- new aircraft coming to the area. We feel

comfortable with them as a state, we feel comfortable

with them as a senate district and as communities
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around the Base, and we would encourage all of you

to -- to certainly do what you can to make sure these

come here and continue to boost our local economy.

Thank you.

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you.

President Hardman. President of the Ogden

Weber Chamber.

PRESIDENT HARDMAN: I'm Dave Hardman,

president and CEO of the Ogden Weber Chamber of

Commerce.

We're very happy to be here representing the

businesses in northern Utah. We have a very unique

opportunity to share in hosting and partnering with

Hill Air Force Base.

For so many years it has been such a

pleasure for us to support our military friends and

those who work on the Base. We find that we have about

40 percent of those who work on Base, whether they're

military or civilian, that live in Weber County. And

we're very happy that they choose to live here and work

in our community.

We're also very supportive of those

operations on Base, meaning that we find ways to have

our businesses support, in an financial way, in

providing services to our friends at Hill Air Force
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around the Base, and we would encourage all of you

to -- to certainly do what you can to make sure these

come here and continue to boost our local economy.

Thank you.

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you.

President Hardman. President of the Ogden

Weber Chamber.

PRESIDENT HARDMAN: I'm Dave Hardman,

president and CEO of the Ogden Weber Chamber of

Commerce.

We're very happy to be here representing the

businesses in northern Utah. We have a very unique

opportunity to share in hosting and partnering with

Hill Air Force Base.

For so many years it has been such a

pleasure for us to support our military friends and

those who work on the Base. We find that we have about

40 percent of those who work on Base, whether they're

military or civilian, that live in Weber County. And

we're very happy that they choose to live here and work

in our community.

We're also very supportive of those

operations on Base, meaning that we find ways to have

our businesses support, in an financial way, in

providing services to our friends at Hill Air Force
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Base. We feel that that is one of our opportunities,

not duties, in the community, is to provide those

exceptional services that maybe we don't have the

funding and the budget for on Base. That we're able to

do just a little bit of extra to help our -- those that

are defending our United States.

We're very grateful for that partnership,

and support it very much.

I also have a home in South Ogden, that's in

the flight path of the F-16th currently, and will

anticipate that same flight path for the 35s. And it's

like music to me. It is the sound of freedom.

And there's a time or two that I may have to

hold up for a moment on a telephone conversation that

I'm having out in my yard, or a conversation with a

neighbor, but I never complain, because I think that

it's so important for us to appreciate those great

sounds, even when we're golfing out -- out on Hill, at

Hubbard Golf Course. What a great sound, every morning

that we get out there and listen to those planes take

off, and celebrate what we have in our community.

So we wholeheartedly, as a business

association, support Hill Air Force Base, and their

qualification to receive these new planes.

And thank you for your support tonight and
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being here.

We have a motto in the Chamber. We make

things happen. We know Hill makes things happen.

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Kym Buttschardt?

The floor is yours.

MS. BUTTSCHARDT: I don't have prepared

notes. I'm just going to speak from my heart.

My name is Kym Buttschardt, and I'm a local

restauranteur. I have two restaurants in the Ogden

area and one in the Davis area.

And I have kind of had this unique Air Force

education of Kym in the past six years.

I am also the president of the -- one of the

local support groups of Hill Air Force Base, the

Falcons, and we are partnered with the 388 Fighter

Wing, but we support all things Air Force base.

And over the past six years -- I grew up in

Ogden, and I grew up in flight path as well, and

listened to those jets, and loved it, and all of that,

but that was Hill Air Force Base. That was a different

entity. I just appreciated that it was there.

But in the past six years, I've been able to

take a very up close and personal, very unusual, very
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being here.

We have a motto in the Chamber. We make

things happen. We know Hill makes things happen.

COLONEL GREGORY: Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Kym Buttschardt?

The floor is yours.

MS. BUTTSCHARDT: I don't have prepared

notes. I'm just going to speak from my heart.

My name is Kym Buttschardt, and I'm a local

restauranteur. I have two restaurants in the Ogden

area and one in the Davis area.

And I have kind of had this unique Air Force

education of Kym in the past six years.

I am also the president of the -- one of the

local support groups of Hill Air Force Base, the

Falcons, and we are partnered with the 388 Fighter

Wing, but we support all things Air Force base.

And over the past six years -- I grew up in

Ogden, and I grew up in flight path as well, and

listened to those jets, and loved it, and all of that,

but that was Hill Air Force Base. That was a different

entity. I just appreciated that it was there.

But in the past six years, I've been able to

take a very up close and personal, very unusual, very
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cool look into the Air Force and all things Air Force.

The fighter planes, the -- I don't even want

to go into that. But more than anything, getting

that -- that tie-in with the Hill Air Force Base and

getting to go on base and having a family on base, I

have learned and watched and seen, up close, the ground

swell of support for the Air Force in this community.

And I took it on as my personal thing, since

I was receiving that education, to spread that message.

And this is --

You know, when Hill Air Force Base calls,

it's not a 777 number. It's that -- is that a

retirement? Is that a celebration? Is that a meeting?

It that a -- you know, that's Hill Air Force Base. Is

that such and such fire department? Is that the

maintenance group? Is that the 75th Air Base Wing?

Who is that?

And I'm just one local girl who spreads that

message, and I am astounded by the support in this

community.

And we've met people across the country, and

I actually got to go and see the F-35 fly last week.

And it's not that loud. It's just like a great F-16.

It's a beautiful plane.

And I think that our community will be just
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fine, and embrace it as they do the Air Force, but I --

I think that also, on the other side of it,

you know, all of the ancillary that comes with the

Joint Strike Fighter are these families. And the

Air Force wants their families to be in a place that

the communities embrace, and this community embraces

these families. And I think that that -- I know

that -- I -- and you hear from, you know, our Air Force

friends, who come and go every couple of years, they

say that there's no community like Hill Air Force Base

that supports their community. They get support in

other communities, but this is far and above the -- you

know, a very supportive community. I think that really

matters for the success of the whole program and

everything that comes along with the F-35 Joint Strike

Fighter.

So that's my statement.

COLONEL GREGORY: All right. Thank you.

Thomas Christopolus of Ogden City.

(APPLAUSE)

MR. CHRISTOPOLUS: I'm Tom Christopolus. I

represent Ogden City, and I am the deputy director of

Community and Economic Development.

I'll be very succinct, because what

everybody as added so far is -- there's not much more
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fine, and embrace it as they do the Air Force, but I --

I think that also, on the other side of it,

you know, all of the ancillary that comes with the

Joint Strike Fighter are these families. And the

Air Force wants their families to be in a place that

the communities embrace, and this community embraces

these families. And I think that that -- I know

that -- I -- and you hear from, you know, our Air Force

friends, who come and go every couple of years, they

say that there's no community like Hill Air Force Base

that supports their community. They get support in

other communities, but this is far and above the -- you

know, a very supportive community. I think that really

matters for the success of the whole program and

everything that comes along with the F-35 Joint Strike

Fighter.

So that's my statement.

COLONEL GREGORY: All right. Thank you.

Thomas Christopolus of Ogden City.

(APPLAUSE)

MR. CHRISTOPOLUS: I'm Tom Christopolus. I

represent Ogden City, and I am the deputy director of

Community and Economic Development.

I'll be very succinct, because what

everybody as added so far is -- there's not much more
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that I could add other than to say that in the area,

as -- as the community planner in both -- in Layton and

in Ogden, we have prepared for this particular

eventuality for two decades, in the sense that we

already have heavy aircraft that have had larger -- or

louder ratings and everything else. So we are

prepared, as far as public acceptance, we have the ACUs

that was designed in order to accommodate what

is -- what is now happening.

And so that is my particular point. This

isn't something that -- I think that, as far as the

Environmental Impact Statement, we have been prepared

for for a long time.

And as far as Ogden City goes, we kind of

support, Bring it on. And as a Layton resident, who

lives right under the flight path, I've never heard

them, so I haven't had a problem.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Senator Jenkins.

SENATOR JENKINS: I apologize. I found out

about this hearing late, and was at an activity, so I'm

a little casual this evening. But I just wanted to

stand and offer my support for this.

When you look at Hill Field, and the

economic input they are into our community, we want to
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that I could add other than to say that in the area,

as -- as the community planner in both -- in Layton and

in Ogden, we have prepared for this particular

eventuality for two decades, in the sense that we

already have heavy aircraft that have had larger -- or

louder ratings and everything else. So we are

prepared, as far as public acceptance, we have the ACUs

that was designed in order to accommodate what

is -- what is now happening.

And so that is my particular point. This

isn't something that -- I think that, as far as the

Environmental Impact Statement, we have been prepared

for for a long time.

And as far as Ogden City goes, we kind of

support, Bring it on. And as a Layton resident, who

lives right under the flight path, I've never heard

them, so I haven't had a problem.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Senator Jenkins.

SENATOR JENKINS: I apologize. I found out

about this hearing late, and was at an activity, so I'm

a little casual this evening. But I just wanted to

stand and offer my support for this.

When you look at Hill Field, and the

economic input they are into our community, we want to
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do everything we can to support the Air Force and Hill

Air Force Base. And I think that these new jets will

be just fine. They always seem to work out. And I'm

very supportive of that, and just wanted to stand

tonight and voice that.

Thank you.

SENATOR REID: Scott, for the record, tell

them where you serve in the Senate.

SENATOR JENKINS: Okay. I'm Senator Scott

Jenkins, and I'm the majority leader. I represent West

Weber County and, you know, I have -- I'm not -- I

don't actually have any of Hill Field in my area, but

it's adjacent to it, so I'm just right there on the

edge.

So anyway, I'm a very supportive of it.

You know, the flight path from the north

comes right over my house, and we don't find it at all

intrusive, except about eleven o'clock at night when

they're doing late night landings. Once in a while

that gets -- but you only do that a time or two a year,

so it's not too bad, so.

Anyway, rising in support. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Rulon Dye.

The floor is yours.
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MR. DYE: Thank you.

I'm Rulon Dye, and I'm from Uinta. I've

been a close neighbor to Hill Field for all my life.

I've lived there -- I was there nine years before Hill

Field came, so I've -- I've seen a lot of changes over

the years.

I used to look forward to hearing the old

P-40s and the P-38s and the A-20s, and the, once in a

while, a B-17 or a B-24 take off.

They used to come off the east-west runway.

They don't use it anymore. And they'd come up right

towards Weber Canyon there, and come over Uinta. So

for a kid growing up, it was really nice.

I'm supportive of Hill Field. I worked

there for 35 years. I worked in maintenance. I worked

in civil engineering. I've worked for the 2705th Air

Munition Wing, and we was the ones that got Hill --

Hill range going out across the lake. So I'll take a

little credit for helping get Hill range going, so.

There are some problems, though, with the

Hill Field. They do make a lot of noise.

I've -- I'm a part-time farmer now. I've

been retired from Hill for 19 years now, and I do

farming, and I'm outside all day. And sometimes I get

tired of hearing all of those airplanes. They're very
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noisy.

I know that there's things they can do to

make it quieter, because I've heard them cruise over,

and they're very quiet. The F-16 can fly fairly quiet.

But they have a new maneuver now, and

they've been doing it for several years. When they

come past my place, over Uinta, over towards South

Ogden, they don't --

Years ago they used to just cruise around,

you know, and do their touch and gos.

But now, for some reason, they climb out at

about a 45-degree angle, and they've got their exhaust

pointing right down at ya, and it's very noisy.

To tell you how noisy an F-16 is, I've got a

hay bailer, and a hay bailer and a tractor is very

noisy.

When they go over, I can't hear my tractor

or my hay bailer.

I live by the Union Pacific Railroad. When

they go over and they're climbing out, you can't even

hear a train go by. So that's how noisy those F-16s --

And they say the F-35 is going to be

noisier, so I --

Out to Hill Field they used to have what

they call suggestions. And I'd like to make a
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suggestion to the Air Force, that they go back to their

old way of just cruising around, doing their touch and

gos, and stop that climbing out, because when they give

it full power, their afterburner, that's when they're

making a lot of noise.

I know they can fly by quiet, because I've

heard them. And I'd like to see them change their

pattern, the way that they fly, because I know they can

be quieter.

I do support Hill Field. Like I say, I

worked there 35 years. I still get a check every month

from them, which I'm thankful for.

And so I love Hill Field. It was good to

me. And I tried to help them. And -- but I'd just

like to see them change their way of flying around the

area.

I know they can fly quieter. They could fly

out over the lake. They could go out over Hill range

and fly. But do it less in our area and quieter if

they could.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: All right, thank you.

Susan Davis.

Ms. Davis.
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MS. DAVIS: I'm Susan Davis. I work for

Questar Gas. I'll speak briefly for Questar Gas and

then also for myself.

Questar Gas is very supportive of Hill Air

Force Base, and would love to see the F-35s come here.

Personally, I am in Davis County because of

Hill Air Force Base. My father worked there for

30 years. Moved us there. So it's a big part of my

life.

And I've been privileged, like Kym has, for

the last six or seven years to be involved with the

388th Fighter Wing. And what a privilege that is. And

to work with those families.

And I agree that Hill Air Force Base is

ready and willing to welcome these families.

Like Kym, I had the opportunity to visit

Eglin Air Force Base last week. We were able to listen

to an F-16 take off, and then the F-35. I could not

hear the difference.

I understand that the testing has showed

that it's louder, but it was difficult for me to hear

the difference.

I support the F-35 wing coming to Hill Air

Force Base, and hope you bring it here.

Thank you.
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(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Brad Florence,

representing the Falcons.

The floor is yours.

MR. FLORENCE: First, I'd like to apologize

for my dress. It's been a busy day, and barely made

it.

But I'd like to thank the Air Force, number

one, for the opportunity that we have to be here

tonight, and for us to even be considered.

And second, I'd like to thank them for the

sacrifices that they make on a daily basis, for the

freedoms that we enjoy as -- as citizens.

I have been a life-long resident of Ogden.

I'm here tonight -- I am part of the Falcons, but more

so I'm here to support -- or as a citizen of Ogden

City.

I -- like I said, I've been involved with

Ogden City and Weber State for many years, and we see

the direct results, number one, as an employer, as a

business owner, and as a citizen. We see the direct

results of what -- what Hill field does for us.

My grandfather was head of civilian

personnel for the Base. My uncle was head comptroller

for the Base. So for years, we've been big supporters
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of Hill Field.

Let's talk briefly about where -- why I'm

here tonight.

I also live on the east bench of Ogden City.

I'm also in the flight pattern. Right at the head of

the pattern, where we get a lot of noise. That noise,

to me, is freedom. Every time I hear that noise, it

makes me realize how grateful I am to be part of this

country, and what this country does for us.

I realize that every school has a bully, and

you notice the bullies never pick on the strongest guy

in the school. And there's a reason for that. That

strongest guy doesn't come just by accident. There's

prices that are paid for it.

And I think that I've enjoyed the F-16s.

I've enjoyed Hill Field being here.

As a business owner of Ogden City, I -- I

have enjoyed the success that we have shared in Ogden

because of Hill Field. I look forward to the F-35s.

And again, I know that it's all opportunity,

but boy are we looking forward to it. I'm looking

forward to watching them fly. There's good

entertainment in watching them fly, especially off my

back deck.

But again, thank you. Appreciate the
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opportunity, and again, I appreciate the sacrifices

that the Air Force does.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Nathan Caulford.

MR. CAULFORD: Representing myself, and I

guess in a way John Q. Public, in my shorts and

T-shirt, and this is how we roll.

Thank you, thank you, thank you, to our

military, and tonight especially, our Air Force, for

what they do to preserve these freedoms.

I can show up at a hearing like this, speak

my mind, and add my personal voice to those of all of

you.

I don't think I can add anything

qualitatively to what has been said, but I would like

to add my voice quantitatively to the many who have

already said, Bring it on.

You know, my memory is a little sketchy at

times, but I -- I heard it may be as much as a

three-decibel increase in noise. Is that correct?

That's about double. And, again, I say,

Bring it on.

Turn on the sound of music. Let's turn the

sounds of freedom up.
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opportunity, and again, I appreciate the sacrifices

that the Air Force does.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Nathan Caulford.

MR. CAULFORD: Representing myself, and I

guess in a way John Q. Public, in my shorts and

T-shirt, and this is how we roll.

Thank you, thank you, thank you, to our

military, and tonight especially, our Air Force, for

what they do to preserve these freedoms.

I can show up at a hearing like this, speak

my mind, and add my personal voice to those of all of

you.

I don't think I can add anything

qualitatively to what has been said, but I would like

to add my voice quantitatively to the many who have

already said, Bring it on.

You know, my memory is a little sketchy at

times, but I -- I heard it may be as much as a

three-decibel increase in noise. Is that correct?

That's about double. And, again, I say,

Bring it on.

Turn on the sound of music. Let's turn the

sounds of freedom up.
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Thank you again. That's all.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Roy Stewart.

MR. STEWARD: I hate to speak in public, but

I will anyway.

I've lived here all of my life. My family's

been associated with Hill Air Force Base. My father

worked up at the old Ogden arsenal before Hill Air

Force Base was even there.

I think the F-35 is a great airplane. I

think we're extremely lucky to be getting it here. I'm

a pilot also, and I live right directly under the Hill

Air Force Base and the Ogden Airport approach.

However, I must state, this has been quite a

cheering section here, and that's great, but there are

a lot of people out there who are not here who are

going to be adversely affected by what is going to

happen.

I just hope that the Air Force, and all of

their right and good intentions, remember us who are

living under there. There are women, there are

children, there are babies sleeping at night.

Yes, you have to do your training missions;

yes, we want you here; and yes, you've promised to do

everything you can to hold the noise down, but tell
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Thank you again. That's all.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Roy Stewart.

MR. STEWARD: I hate to speak in public, but

I will anyway.

I've lived here all of my life. My family's

been associated with Hill Air Force Base. My father

worked up at the old Ogden arsenal before Hill Air

Force Base was even there.

I think the F-35 is a great airplane. I

think we're extremely lucky to be getting it here. I'm

a pilot also, and I live right directly under the Hill

Air Force Base and the Ogden Airport approach.

However, I must state, this has been quite a

cheering section here, and that's great, but there are

a lot of people out there who are not here who are

going to be adversely affected by what is going to

happen.

I just hope that the Air Force, and all of

their right and good intentions, remember us who are

living under there. There are women, there are

children, there are babies sleeping at night.

Yes, you have to do your training missions;

yes, we want you here; and yes, you've promised to do

everything you can to hold the noise down, but tell
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that to a mother trying to quiet a six-week-old baby at

night after you've just gone overhead.

I -- I used to live down on Gentile, and

that was before they used to vary the patterns. Every

F-16 that went over went right over my house. I did

not mind that, but there are other people who will.

So I just implore that you remember all of

the promises you've given today, and use your utmost,

when you're flying those, to keep the noise down,

because it is a very noisy airplane, is what I

understand.

And I appreciate the opportunity to talk

here, and I hope that things work out for the best.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Ron Richins.

The floor is yours.

MR. RICHINS: I'll be very brief.

I -- I just -- I --

My name is Ron Richins. I live in Layton.

I'm the secretary/treasurer/financial manager for both

MIDA and for the Utah Defense Alliance. We serve as

staff for both of those agencies, so we have a lot of

interaction with those groups.

And Senator Stevenson has spoken very
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that to a mother trying to quiet a six-week-old baby at

night after you've just gone overhead.

I -- I used to live down on Gentile, and

that was before they used to vary the patterns. Every

F-16 that went over went right over my house. I did

not mind that, but there are other people who will.

So I just implore that you remember all of

the promises you've given today, and use your utmost,

when you're flying those, to keep the noise down,

because it is a very noisy airplane, is what I

understand.

And I appreciate the opportunity to talk

here, and I hope that things work out for the best.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Ron Richins.

The floor is yours.

MR. RICHINS: I'll be very brief.

I -- I just -- I --

My name is Ron Richins. I live in Layton.

I'm the secretary/treasurer/financial manager for both

MIDA and for the Utah Defense Alliance. We serve as

staff for both of those agencies, so we have a lot of

interaction with those groups.

And Senator Stevenson has spoken very
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plainly, and given MIDA support, and all of the other

support, so I just second that.

I would -- I would prefer to -- just a few

comments from a personal nature.

I -- I gathered another supporter just about

4:00 this afternoon, as my -- as I went home and my

wife's -- and I told my wife I needed to -- had to come

up to these hearings. And she said, Well, what's it

about?

And I said, Well it's about this -- the

F-35 airplane, and the issues are -- that -- it's the

environmental impact, and what it -- what impact it's

going to have on the environment.

And I -- she said, Well, what's the big

deal?

And I said, Well, it's a little louder than

the F-16.

And she said, Boy, any -- I'm -- I'm in

support of that. Vote for me. Anything that would

drowned out your snoring, I'm all for it.

So I gained a supporter there, and I wasn't

even trying.

On a more serious note, I -- my father

worked at Hill Air Force Base for 38 years. He was a

firefighter. And he was on 24 and off 24, and then was
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a part-time farmer. So I can credit my raise --

rear -- being reared in this area, and in a very

comfortable home, not lavish, but comfortable home, to

the fact that my father had a good job at Hill Air

Force Base. One that was quite exciting to us as kids.

He would come home and tell us of the --

they've been up all night because they had an airplane

that had needed to land, and then -- and he -- he

happened to be a driver of one of the big fire trucks

that sprayed foam out on the runway.

And so because they were -- landing gears

wouldn't come down or something like that, they would

have to foam the runway, and the plane would land on

the foam, and he would tell us all about that.

But -- so I'm a -- I'm grateful for the

Base, and I -- I think in my mind of the -- it's

probably in the millions and millions of people who are

in my category, whose fathers and grandfathers and

maybe great grandfathers, who have been fortunate

enough to be employed by a good employer such as Hill

Air Force Base.

And so I want to add my support to the

efforts. Grateful for the Air Force and this

opportunity to give us some -- a chance to give input.

But I think of the general -- literally
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generations that have benefitted from the Base being --

being there.

I -- I -- you know, everybody claims to be

in the flight path. I'm positive that they come off

the end of the runway and they see my house. And

there's a silo right by my house, and I think they see

my house and they turn, right there. And when they

turn, they're a little louder, and then they head right

on down over Jerry's nursery, Senator Stevenson's

nursery, and then they head on out on their flight.

And I raise a few cattle, and when -- well,

we buy yearlings in the summer, and then we sell them

in the fall. And last -- for the last two years

I've -- we've got over two and a half pounds of gain

per day. And I attribute it to the Air Force, to the

F-16s. I mean, that just wakes -- it wakes them up and

they start eating. And that's the -- that's a great

thing.

Anyway, not trying to be facetious, but just

to give you a personal point of view, that I have -- I

have lived by air -- Hill Air Force Base my entire

life, as have millions of others, and have benefitted

from being in a family -- a grandfather, a great

grandfather, a whatever, who has had the ability and

opportunity to have a good job, by a good employer,

E-141

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO041



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18:55:27

18:55:31

18:55:33

18:55:34

18:55:36

18:55:39

18:55:41

18:55:45

18:55:52

18:55:58

18:56:00

18:56:02

18:56:06

18:56:08

18:56:11

18:56:13

18:56:18

18:56:21

18:56:24

18:56:27

18:56:29

18:56:34

18:56:35

18:56:37

18:56:42

National Court Reporters, Inc. - 888.800.9656

National Court Reporters, Inc. - 888.800.9656
43

providing a -- the safety to this nation. And I

appreciate that. And I want each and every one of you

to know that.

And I am grateful for this opportunity that

the Air Force gives -- for the public to give input.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: From the Falcons, is it

Mr. Schmitz? Is that correct?

The floor is yours.

MR. SCHMITZ: Thank you, sir.

I'm Dr. Dave Schmitz. I'm a family

physician here in Ogden, and I've been affiliated with

the Falcon organization the past couple of years.

Just returned from a trip to Florida where

we had a chance to view both the F-22 fighter airplane

and the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter airplane.

And having to listen to them take off and

land, and I could say that, from my own personal

experience, it certainly isn't any louder than any

other average jet aircraft we've had here at Hill Air

Force Base in the recent years.

And my house too is in the flight path, but

I'm also in the flight path from the helicopters from

McKay Dee Hospital. And I can honestly say, I get as
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providing a -- the safety to this nation. And I

appreciate that. And I want each and every one of you

to know that.

And I am grateful for this opportunity that

the Air Force gives -- for the public to give input.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: From the Falcons, is it

Mr. Schmitz? Is that correct?

The floor is yours.

MR. SCHMITZ: Thank you, sir.

I'm Dr. Dave Schmitz. I'm a family

physician here in Ogden, and I've been affiliated with

the Falcon organization the past couple of years.

Just returned from a trip to Florida where

we had a chance to view both the F-22 fighter airplane

and the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter airplane.

And having to listen to them take off and

land, and I could say that, from my own personal

experience, it certainly isn't any louder than any

other average jet aircraft we've had here at Hill Air

Force Base in the recent years.

And my house too is in the flight path, but

I'm also in the flight path from the helicopters from

McKay Dee Hospital. And I can honestly say, I get as
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much noise from that, you know, that vehicle, as I get

from Hill Air Force Base.

So I don't think I see any adverse affect

that will come to our community from having this

opportunity to participate in this activity with Hill.

If we don't take the Joint Strike Fighter,

it's going to go somewhere else, and we'll lose that

opportunity to have those jobs in our community. We

have a great resource out in the West Desert for

training tactical fighters. And we're going to have

planes coming here anyway, we might as well have them

based here and have -- obtain the economic development

and utility from those airplanes.

Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Those are all of the

speaker cards that I have. Is there anyone who would

like to speak who has not yet done so?

Anyone?

I didn't see the red flag thrown on anybody,

but if there's anyone who has already spoken who would

like to add to your remarks? We can give you a little

more time. Anyone like to do that?

Sir?

MR. CAULFORD: One thing that came to me --
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COLONEL GREGORY: Please state your name.

Otherwise we won't know who's talking.

MR. CAULFORD: Great, Nathan Caulford.

It came to me that, how loud is too loud?

And I think, I'm able to deal with F-16s,

and as has been mentioned, LifeFlight, and I love those

sounds.

Babies that are brand new have a hard time

in the middle of the night when we're running missions,

of course. I'll take that over the sound of enemy

munitions dropping on us, or any number of things that

other people around the world live with, which are a

heck of a lot louder.

COLONEL GREGORY: All right. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: I believe we have another

gentleman filling out a card right now.

MR. JOHNSON: Do I have to fill it out

first?

COLONEL GREGORY: All I need is your name

for the court reporter.

MR. JOHNSTON: Oh. James Johnston.

COLONEL GREGORY: Yes, sir. Come on up to

the front.

MR. JOHNSTON: I've only got three minutes,
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COLONEL GREGORY: Please state your name.

Otherwise we won't know who's talking.

MR. CAULFORD: Great, Nathan Caulford.

It came to me that, how loud is too loud?

And I think, I'm able to deal with F-16s,

and as has been mentioned, LifeFlight, and I love those

sounds.

Babies that are brand new have a hard time

in the middle of the night when we're running missions,

of course. I'll take that over the sound of enemy

munitions dropping on us, or any number of things that

other people around the world live with, which are a

heck of a lot louder.

COLONEL GREGORY: All right. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: I believe we have another

gentleman filling out a card right now.

MR. JOHNSON: Do I have to fill it out

first?

COLONEL GREGORY: All I need is your name

for the court reporter.

MR. JOHNSTON: Oh. James Johnston.

COLONEL GREGORY: Yes, sir. Come on up to

the front.

MR. JOHNSTON: I've only got three minutes,
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sir.

Well, I was raised by a bunch of lawyers, so

I can -- I can make three minutes into ten.

No. I'm Jim Johnston. I've been active in

the Chamber here. I moved to Ogden in 1973. Ran the

K-Mart, now Costco, from '73 to '82. And I got out

with all ten fingers, before they screwed it up.

But I've been a member of the Military

Affairs Committee since 1973, and have been very active

in all of the Hill Air Force activities.

I've been out to the range, and I -- I can't

understand why there's even any question of what we're

going to do. We need to have that.

Jim Hansen, I think, is -- has got that

range established somewhere in the early '70s. I don't

know.

Pat? Where -- when was that thing

established out there?

GENERAL CORDON: I'm not sure of the date,

Jim.

Mr. Johnston: Oh, okay.

But anyhow, to me, this is kind of a

no-brainer of what needs to be done, and with the

technology that we have, that we have to maintain that

facility out there to keep up with the state of the art
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of the Air Force.

And that's about my two cents.

COLONEL GREGORY: All right. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

COLONEL GREGORY: Anyone else?

Anyone else?

Well, let me give you some concluding

remarks here.

Of course, again, I appreciate you coming

out tonight to this public hearing for the F-35A

operational beddown EIS proposal.

And tonight is not the end of your

opportunity to comment on the environmental review

process. Comment sheets are available at the

registration table where you came in. You can turn

these sheets in tonight, you can mail them at your

convenience later -- next slide, please -- to the

address that I believe is about to come up on this

slide. Right here.

The Air Force welcomes public comments in

writing at any time during the Environmental Impact

Analysis Process, but again, to receive timely

consideration for the final EIS, all comments must be

submitted by June 1st, 2012. June 1st, 2012.

While copies of the final EIS will be
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COLONEL GREGORY: As I mentioned, I -- right

now I just have one person signed up to speak, so time

is not going to be much of an issue. But to be fair to

those who provided comments at other hearings, we'll

need to do this in three-minute blocks.

I'll call you up to speak, and Ms. Cummings

here will kind of be our timekeeper. And she has a

yellow card she'll show you when you have about a

minute left, and then a red card when time is up. And

at that point I'd just ask that you wrap up your

remarks.

And I'm sure there will be additional time

available. If you'd like another three minutes, just

let me know and we'll put three minutes back on the

clock for you.

Any questions on that process?

All right, sir. Mr. Galke.

MR. GALKE: I appreciate the time to lend

our support.

I'm Detlef Galke, and I represent MIDA,

which is Military Installation Development Authority.

We have a vested interest in Hill Air Force

Base, and the goings on up there, and the opportunities

that are there for our citizens, and business

opportunities as well as working with the military.
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We lend our support to the F-35. If it's a

little bit of sound, bring it on.

And I don't know how many people I speak

for. I'm only one out of -- I don't know how many

people wanted to come out and couldn't come out, but

just on a personal note, when -- when you hear and see

a fighter jet flying anywhere in the vicinity, what

a -- what a resounding sense of pride you have for the

men and women of the Armed Forces that protect our

country and serve such a vital mission.

And so I just lend my support to bring all

of the squadrons you want. I'll get my friends to

support that. And know that we are backing Hill Air

Force Base 100 percent, and we don't really care about

the others.

COLONEL GREGORY: All right. Thank you,

sir.

Ma'am, did you decide that you do want to

make a comment here? Or do you want to do something in

writing?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'm -- I represent

the Confederate Tribes --

COLONEL GREGORY: If you'd like to make a

statement, come on up.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'm going to make a
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everyone has had their -- their chance. 1 

COLONEL ROAN.  Now you may have noticed that our 2 

court reporter is recording everything that is said 3 

tonight.  The transcript of these proceedings will 4 

become part of the hearing record and included in the 5 

final report. 6 

At that point, if we have no questions on the 7 

process, I'd like to go ahead and call our first 8 

speaker.  That would be Mr. Ike McLese. 9 

MR. MCLLESE.  Thank you, sir.  Colonel, my name is 10 

Ike McLlese, M-C-L-L-E-S-E.  With me is Major General 11 

retired George Goldsmith.  We are here representing the 12 

Greater Columbia Chamber of Commerce which is about 40 13 

minutes away from here. 14 

We in the mid-state of South Carolina are proud to 15 

have a reputation of being the most military-friendly 16 

community in the United States of America.  We host the 17 

Army's largest basic training base, Fort Jackson in 18 

Columbia, McEntire Joint Guard Base in Eastover, and 19 

then here in Sumter, we're working very closely with 20 

the Sumter Chamber and we host Shaw Air Force Base. 21 

F-16s are deployed at two of those facilities and 22 

we would greatly welcome the F-35.  We would work with 23 

you in any community relations problems that might or 24 

communications issues that might arise, we would also 25 
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roll out the welcome carpet for your airmen and your 1 

families.  We take great pride in the way we treat 2 

soldiers and airmen in our community. 3 

MR. MCLLESE.  So, General Goldsmith, would you 4 

like to add anything? 5 

MR. GOLDSMITH.  I'm George Goldsmith, G-O-L-D-S-M-6 

I-T-H.  As Mr. McLlese has already explained, in 7 

Columbia, we really relish the opportunity of working 8 

with the military and also having an opportunity to 9 

look at the F-35 gives us an opportunity to work with 10 

Sumter. 11 

I'm the chairman of the military affairs committee 12 

for the Greater Columbia Chamber of Commerce, and we're 13 

extremely interested in any organization or anything 14 

that's got to do with any of the bases around this 15 

area, and our military affairs committee is strongly in 16 

support of the F-35 in the Midlands of South Carolina.  17 

Thank you. 18 

COLONEL ROAN.  Now I don't have any other folks 19 

who -- who've given me a card, but is there anyone else 20 

in the audience that would like to make a presentation 21 

or a comment this evening? 22 

Sir, please come down. 23 

MR. BATEN.  Thank you.  Good evening.  I'm Gene 24 

Baten, Chairman of the Sumter County Council.  I grew 25 
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families.  We take great pride in the way we treat 2 

soldiers and airmen in our community. 3 
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MR. GOLDSMITH.  I'm George Goldsmith, G-O-L-D-S-M-6 
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Sumter. 11 
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for the Greater Columbia Chamber of Commerce, and we're 13 

extremely interested in any organization or anything 14 

that's got to do with any of the bases around this 15 

area, and our military affairs committee is strongly in 16 

support of the F-35 in the Midlands of South Carolina.  17 

Thank you. 18 

COLONEL ROAN.  Now I don't have any other folks 19 

who -- who've given me a card, but is there anyone else 20 

in the audience that would like to make a presentation 21 

or a comment this evening? 22 

Sir, please come down. 23 

MR. BATEN.  Thank you.  Good evening.  I'm Gene 24 

Baten, Chairman of the Sumter County Council.  I grew 25 
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roll out the welcome carpet for your airmen and your 1 

families.  We take great pride in the way we treat 2 

soldiers and airmen in our community. 3 

MR. MCLLESE.  So, General Goldsmith, would you 4 

like to add anything? 5 
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area, and our military affairs committee is strongly in 16 

support of the F-35 in the Midlands of South Carolina.  17 
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COLONEL ROAN.  Now I don't have any other folks 19 

who -- who've given me a card, but is there anyone else 20 

in the audience that would like to make a presentation 21 

or a comment this evening? 22 
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Baten, Chairman of the Sumter County Council.  I grew 25 
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up on Shaw Air Force Base.  I came here in 1970 and 1 

spent 12 years on the base.  I saw Shaw Air Force Base 2 

change, the transition.   3 

MR. BATEN.  When I first came here, I was working 4 

in (Unintelligible).  You don't find any wooden 5 

thistles on Shaw Air Force Base anymore.  Why?  Because 6 

Congressman Spratt was (Unintelligible) to modernize 7 

Shaw Air Force Base and make it ready for the future. 8 

This transition from the F-16 to the F-35 is a 9 

transition for the future at Shaw Air Force Base that 10 

pride itself in and has been preparing for for many 11 

years. 12 

We enjoy an excellent relationship with the 13 

citizens of Sumter County.  That's why I say, I came 14 

here in 1970, enlisted in Washington, D.C., spent 27 15 

years in the Air Force.  I'm a retired Chief Master 16 

Sergeant.  I welcome the F-35s here because I know that 17 

Shaw is ready for it and the communities here is ready 18 

for it also. 19 

We pride ourselves in our relationship that we've 20 

built over the years and that relationship is firm, 21 

faithful and dedicated. 22 

So thank you for the opportunity to say those 23 

words and I'm looking forward to the F-35s flying over 24 

the skies here in Sumter, South Carolina.  Thank you.25 
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COLONEL ROAN.  Thank you, chief.  Would anybody 1 

else like to come and make a comment?  Sir. 2 

MR. HOLLAND.  My name is William Holland, I go by 3 

Dutch, H-O-L-L-A-N-D, and I don't know who I'm 4 

representing, hopefully all of the people in South 5 

Carolina.  It took me 30 years to finally convince the 6 

Air Force that I was worthy to be stationed at Shaw Air 7 

Force Base, so finally my last assignment was here and 8 

I cherished every minute of it and I'm glad that the 9 

community accepted me after I retired to stay in the 10 

area. 11 

South Carolina is a very, very progressive state.  12 

It may not have had the reputation in the years gone by 13 

as being such, but I'm here to tell you that it is, no 14 

more progressive in the -- in the state than the Sumter 15 

area.  Again, I am very proud of that.  Having an F-35 16 

here would just go along with that theme of being 17 

progressive as a part of the state's banner. 18 

I will tell you the only thing that I was 19 

disappointed in is that there were only three 20 

scenarios.  If you go out to Shaw Air Force Base you 21 

see a huge potential of bedding down a lot more 22 

aircraft than three squadrons, and so I would encourage 23 

someone to go back and take another look at scenario 24 

four and scenario five, because the installation can 25 
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accommodate it and the state and the area would 1 

certainly welcome more than just three squadrons. 2 

MR. HOLLAND.  Thank you. 3 

COLONEL ROAN.  Thank you, general.  Anybody else 4 

like to make a comment? 5 

(Negative response) 6 

COLONEL ROAN.  Although the hearing is scheduled 7 

to end at eight o'clock, we're obviously a little 8 

before that.  We'll go ahead and keep it open for 9 

awhile and if somebody would like to come down and 10 

change their mind, if somebody comes in a little bit 11 

later, we'll keep this open.  Please come down. 12 

If you do not wish to make verbal comments, 13 

written comments will be taken and included in the 14 

draft or, excuse me, the final report when it's 15 

compiled. 16 

We appreciate your time and interest in the F-35A 17 

Operational Beddown EIS proposal.  Again, comment 18 

sheets are available at the registration table for you 19 

to provide written comments.  You can turn these sheets 20 

in tonight or mail them to us at your convenience. 21 

We welcome public comments in writing at any time 22 

during the environmental impact analysis process, 23 

however, to receive timely consideration, as I 24 

mentioned before, they must be submitted by June 1st of 25 
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 1             COLONEL GREGORY:  Please limit your
  

 2        comments to the analysis presented in the
  

 3        draft EIS.
  

 4             And just one more thing.  Obviously, a
  

 5        transcript of the proceedings, including
  

 6        your comments, become part of the record and
  

 7        will be included in the final EIS.
  

 8             So with that, Mr. Conyers, the floor is
  

 9        yours.  There is no mic, but feel free to
  

10        stand up there.  I think we will all be able
  

11        to hear.
  

12             MR. CONYERS:  I'm Harrison Conyers.  I
  

13        am the department manager for the City of
  

14        Jacksonville Terrorist Air Inspection for
  

15        the Civil Service Division.
  

16             And I just want to state for the record
  

17        that the City of Jacksonville is supportive
  

18        of this beddown, either scenario.  The Air
  

19        Force deems best for our nation.
  

20             Jacksonville has a historic history of
  

21        supporting our military, not just the Navy,
  

22        but the Air Force, too, and we are continued
  

23        to keep that commitment.
  

24             We have -- we're one of the few
  

25        communities in our nation that has a
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 1        department, a cabinet-level department that
  

 2        supports the military.  It acts as a
  

 3        go-between for the military and our
  

 4        community.
  

 5             Mayor Brown has made it very clear that
  

 6        commitment does not just continue to exist,
  

 7        but continues to grow.  And we are here to
  

 8        help support the Air Force, the Florida
  

 9        Guard and our airmen to continue to make
  

10        Jacksonville the most military-friendly
  

11        community in the country, but also to
  

12        support our populus.
  

13             If there are issues that the populus
  

14        have, their concerns they have with the
  

15        military, we stand by as a city government
  

16        to try to stand as a go-between, between the
  

17        populous and the military, to continue to be
  

18        supportive of the military and make sure
  

19        that the bases that we have here not only
  

20        continue to exist, but continue to grow, and
  

21        they grow in a smart fashion and grow to
  

22        help support the population that lives
  

23        around them.  So that commitment continues
  

24        to exist.
  

25             And I just want to state for the record
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 1        that we are supportive as a community to
  

 2        bring the F-35A to Jacksonville.
  

 3             COLONEL GREGORY:  Thank you, sir.
  

 4             Again, that's the only card that I have.
  

 5        Did anyone change their mind and want to
  

 6        speak tonight?
  

 7             (No response.)
  

 8             COLONEL GREGORY:  I will tell you what
  

 9        we're going to do.  It's not quite 6:30.
  

10        Ms. Lee and I will stay up here for a few
  

11        more minutes in case you do change your mind
  

12        as you're interacting with folks, after I
  

13        formally adjourn the hearing.
  

14             But let me give you some final comments
  

15        before I do that.  Again, I appreciate your
  

16        time and interest coming out tonight to
  

17        participate in this F-35A operational
  

18        beddown EIS proposal.
  

19             And again, tonight is not the end of
  

20        your opportunity to participate in this.  As
  

21        I said, comment sheets are available at the
  

22        registration table.  You can turn those in
  

23        tonight or you can take them with you and
  

24        mail them at your convenience.  And we do
  

25        have the address up there now, and it's also
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May 10 , 2012 F- 35A Opera t lonal Environmental Impact Statement 

National Court Reporters , Inc . 

LT. COL . HECKER : Thank you, Mr . Bergg . 

Next I have Richard Appleton . 

MR . APPLETON: I just got one -- thank you very 

much for the hearing. I have one small statement . 

I fully support this aircraft coming to the base . 

I thank you very much . 

received. 

LT . COL . HECKER: Thank you , Mr. Appleton. 

And those are all of the comment cards we 

Is there anyone else out there who would like to 

make a statement who did not fill out a card? 

MR . CHECKETTS: I ' m Richard Checketts . I ' m 

retired Air Force since 1977 . 

This community is a good , supportive community 

for the Air Force , and we have every asset fitting. And 

i t needs to come h ere , no other place . 

LT . COL . HECKER: Thank you , sir. 

Last call . Anybody else out there have anything 

they want to add? 

Thank you very much for coming . Again , there are 

comment cards in the back that you can fi l l out or say 

anything else , or take it with you and you can mail it . 

Just make sure it get s to the address in Virginia by 

June 1st. 

National Court Repo rters , Inc . 
1.888.800.9656 
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THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Everybody hear me?  

Mr. John Tracy who is representing Senator Leahy 

and I believe Senator Sanders as well.

JOHN TRACY:  Good evening.  I'm John Tracy 

with Senator Leahy's office.  T R A C Y for the 

record.  David?  

DAVID WEINSTEIN:  David Weinstein from 

Senator Sanders' office.  W E I N S T E I N.  

JOHN TRACY:  We'd like to read a statement 

from the Senators if we could, please.  

Because the Senate is in session this 

evening, we cannot be with you tonight.  First, 

it is a sign of well-deserved national respect 

and admiration for the Vermont National Guard 

that it was selected by the Air Force in a very 

competitive process to be a possible home for 

the F-35.  This decision is a major vote of 

confidence in the 158 Fighter Wing and a 

well-deserved recognition of its exemplary 

record and professionalism in carrying out both 

of its dual missions.  

The Guard's first mission is providing the 

United States Air Force with combat-ready 
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personnel and equipment for utilization during 

times of war or national emergencies.  The 

second mission of the Vermont Guard is to 

provide assistance to the State of Vermont 

during disasters.  One need only remember the 

Joint Vermont National Guard response in the 

immediate aftermath of Tropical Storm Irene to 

appreciate the important role the Guard plays in 

protecting life and property and to preserve the 

peace and public safety.  As Vermont's two 

United States Senators, we unequivocally and 

strongly support both of the Vermont Air Guard's 

mission today and into the future.  Just as 

Vermont is enormously proud of the Vermont Air 

Guard and its citizens soldiers, we're similarly 

proud of our state's dedication to a high 

quality of life and our respect for the 

environment.  We thank the Air Force, therefore, 

for arranging a forum for Vermonters to express 

their views of the basing of the F-35 in South 

Burlington.  There are Vermonters who have 

legitimate concerns about this project and it is 

important that their views be seriously 
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considered by the Air Force before the final 

decision is made.  Our personal experience is 

that the Vermont Air Guard does take these 

concerns seriously, and we look forward to 

hearing about the steps it will take to minimize 

noise and environmental impacts of the F-35 if 

they are in fact deployed in Vermont.  Senator 

Leahy and Senator Sanders.  Thanks.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Patricia Coates who 

is representing Congressman Welch.  

TRICIA COATES:  Thank you very much.  My 

name is Tricia Coates.  C O A T E S.  And I'm 

the State Director for Congressman Peter Welch.  

The Congressman wishes he could be hear this 

evening and expresses his regrets and asked me 

and another member of his staff to come tonight.  

On Congressman Welch's behalf, I'd like to 

echo the Senators and their comments on the 

importance of the Guard to the State of Vermont.  

They have provided exemplary, dedicated and 

brave service to us in times of war and in 

peace, and on his behalf I'd like to thank you 

for your very proud service.  
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evening and expresses his regrets and asked me 

and another member of his staff to come tonight.  

On Congressman Welch's behalf, I'd like to 

echo the Senators and their comments on the 

importance of the Guard to the State of Vermont.  

They have provided exemplary, dedicated and 

brave service to us in times of war and in 

peace, and on his behalf I'd like to thank you 

for your very proud service.  
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The long-term presence of the Air National 

Guard in this community and this state is of 

vital importance, and what is very important 

this evening is this public process.  It is 

critical that your views are heard and that the 

comments and concerns that you have are recorded 

for the Air Force.  Congressman Welch has asked 

us to come and take good notes, and he will be 

submitting a letter to the Air Force reiterating 

what he learns from our feedback tonight.  

I'd just like to take another minute to 

thank the Air Force for coming to Vermont and 

listening and taking these important comments, 

and, of course, I'd like to thank the Vermont 

National Guard, the Vermont Air National Guard, 

in particular, but especially this evening I'd 

like to thank the public, Vermonters, folks 

who've shown up to express their thoughts and 

concerns.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Alex 

MacLean.  

ALEXANDRA MACLEAN:  My name is Alexandra 

MacLean.  That's M A C L E A N.  I'm here on 
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behalf of Governor Shumlin, and I'd like to read 

a statement on his behalf.  

Thank you for gathering tonight to discuss 

the F-35A operational basing proposal.  I regret 

that my schedule does not allow me to be with 

you tonight but wanted to take the opportunity 

to express my support for this proposal.  I 

believe strongly that basing the F-35A in 

Vermont would create jobs, spur economic growth 

and create investment opportunities for Vermont 

businesses.  The Vermont Air National Guard has 

proudly operated in the state for 66 years, 

bringing with it 1100 employees and an annual 

payroll of $53 million.  These hard-working 

Guard members are an integral part of our 

communities and contribute to the vitality of 

Vermont in countless ways.  

I know there are some concerns about noise 

and other potential drawbacks facing the F-35 in 

South Burlington.  While I appreciate those 

concerns, I also feel strongly that these 

drawbacks are outweighed by the extraordinary 

benefits that this opportunity presents our 
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communities and our state.  Having listened 

closely to all sides of this issue, I have 

concluded that basing the F-35A in Vermont is 

good for the local community, beneficial to 

Vermont and a wise investment in our bright jobs 

future.  I hope after tonight's hearing you will 

reach the same conclusion.  Governor Peter 

Shumlin.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Tom Salmon.  

BRAD FERLAND:  Evening.  I'm Brad Ferland.  

Auditor Salmon was unable to be here as well 

tonight, but I have a letter to read into the 

record on his behalf.  

Dear Mr. Germanos, this letter is written 

in support of basing F-35s at the Vermont Air 

National Guard in South Burlington, Vermont.  

Vermont Air National Guard has been a proud part 

of our Vermont heritage since 1946 and plays a 

significant role as a major employer and for 

providing economic stimulus to northwestern 

Vermont.  These benefits include employees of 

400 full-time, 700 part-time and a payroll, as 

mentioned, 53 million annually.  
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communities and our state.  Having listened 

closely to all sides of this issue, I have 

concluded that basing the F-35A in Vermont is 

good for the local community, beneficial to 

Vermont and a wise investment in our bright jobs 

future.  I hope after tonight's hearing you will 

reach the same conclusion.  Governor Peter 

Shumlin.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Tom Salmon.  

BRAD FERLAND:  Evening.  I'm Brad Ferland.  

Auditor Salmon was unable to be here as well 

tonight, but I have a letter to read into the 

record on his behalf.  

Dear Mr. Germanos, this letter is written 

in support of basing F-35s at the Vermont Air 

National Guard in South Burlington, Vermont.  

Vermont Air National Guard has been a proud part 

of our Vermont heritage since 1946 and plays a 

significant role as a major employer and for 

providing economic stimulus to northwestern 

Vermont.  These benefits include employees of 

400 full-time, 700 part-time and a payroll, as 

mentioned, 53 million annually.  
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In addition to economic benefits, Air Guard 

members play a very positive role in the region 

with their contributions to local schools, local 

boards and volunteer organizations that are a 

great part of the fabric of our Vermont 

community.  The Vermont Air National Guard 

enjoys a strong and wonderful reputation with 

Vermonters for being essential first responders 

when national disasters strike at home.  

A prime example of this is when Hurricane 

Irene hit Vermont last year.  Vermont Air 

National Guard was quickly on the scene in many 

Vermont towns with rescue equipment, medical 

supplies and much needed manpower.  

I strongly support the Vermont Air National 

Guard and welcome the A-35s to Vermont to 

continue the very strong tradition that the Air 

Guard began in 1946.  We look forward to 

continuing this tradition for many decades to 

come.  Best regards, Thomas M. Salmon, Vermont 

State Auditor.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Representative Brian Savage, I believe?  
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BRIAN SAVAGE:  Thank you and good evening.  

For the record, I'm Brian Savage.  The spelling 

is S A V A G E.  I'm State Representative 

representing Swanton as well as the town of 

Sheldon in Franklin County.  I'm the ranking 

member of the House General Housing and Military 

Affairs Committee.  However, my remarks this 

evening are not as a member of that committee 

but as a representative of my constituents.  

Vermont has had a long tradition of being 

the front line of our great nation's defense 

starting with Ethan Allen and the original Green 

Mountain Boys in the Revolution and has 

continued all the way up to the present day with 

our Army and Air National Guard contributions to 

the war in Afghanistan and Iraq.  

The Burlington International Airport has a 

long and proud history with the Air Force 

starting in World War II when Fort Ethan Allen 

was known as the Ethan Allen air base, with the 

Burlington Airport becoming the busiest airport 

in the world during that time period.  

Since July 1st, 1946, the airport has been 
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the base of the Vermont Air National Guard 

providing 1100 full and part-time good paying 

jobs, not only hundreds of Chittenden County 

residents but to dozens of residents of the two 

communities that I represent as well as the rest 

of Franklin County.  

The basing of the F-35A at the Burlington 

National Airport will solidify the presence of 

the Air National Guard for the next 40 to 50 

years, providing not only a superior force for 

the defense of the northeast United States but a 

well-trained backup to the Army National Guard 

and the performance of the State mission, and as 

was mentioned, this was clearly evident last 

year during the Tropical Storm Irene as well as 

other national disasters, and I certainly 

remember the ice storm of 1998.  

In addition to the annual payroll of $53 

million and as was mentioned they provide fire 

and rescue services to the Burlington 

International Airport valued at two and a half 

million dollars per year, they contribute 

$325,000 per year to hotels and food service 
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contracts and about $50,000 per month for the 

local economy as a result of mission training 

that trains 8 to 10 pilots 2 to 3 times a month.  

It is stated by the builder of the F-35A, 

Lockheed Martin, there will be additional 173 

additional direct and 485 indirect jobs in 

Vermont if a full buildout occurs of the F-35A.  

I strongly support the basing of the F-35A 

at Burlington for the economic benefit that the 

Vermont Air Guard will provide to Northwestern 

Vermont and the continued and proud traditional 

of the modern day Green Mountain Boys in the 

defense of our nation.  Thank you and Colonel, I 

would like to also read a statement, if I may, 

from Representative Dustin Degree of St. Albans 

City.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Yes, sir.

BRIAN SAVAGE (for DUSTIN DEGREE):  Thank 

you.  The last spelling of Dustin's name is D E 

G R E E.  He represents the City of St. Albans.  

As a member of the Vermont House of 

Representatives, I take great humility in the 

opportunity to express my excitement for the 
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future of the Vermont Air National Guard and 

strongly throw my support behind locating the 

next generation of American fighter jets, F-35A 

in the Green Mountain State.  Over the course of 

the last six decades, the Vermont Air National 

Guard has served our nation proudly with 

exemplary service records and outstanding 

community support.  Our small state has always 

answered the call to duty since the days of the 

Revolution.  Vermonters have died to protect 

freedom and liberty around the world.  

Prior to serving in the Legislature I 

worked in the office of Governor James Douglas.  

At the time I saw many deployments to Iraq and 

Afghanistan.  It was then when I became aware 

just how immense the network of support for the 

Vermont Air National Guard is and how far it 

extends through the state.  

However, what brings my voice to this 

conversation is not an argument on behalf of the 

economic impact of the F-35A or the number of 

jobs it could create.  Instead, I'd offer this 

quick story.  
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In the fall of 2001 I was a sophomore in 

high school.  On the morning of September 11th 

we watched while the entire world was terrorist 

attacked and brought down the World Trade 

Centers of New York.  In the days and the weeks 

that followed we all learned that many of the 

first missions to secure the airspace in and 

around New York originated from right here in 

South Burlington.  Those flights were piloted by 

our co-workers, family and friends.  As 

Vermonters, we all had a great deal of pride in 

knowing that in our country's hour of dire need 

it was the Green Mountain Boys who stood watch.  

In times of great peril we've also put 

Vermonters first, front, and I'd ask that you do 

so again by bringing the F-35A here to South 

Burlington.  Thank you, Representative Dustin 

Degree.  Thank you. 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Lieutenant Governor 

Phil Scott.  

PHIL SCOTT:  Last name.  S C O T T.  First 

of all, I want to thank the Air Force for 

allowing not only me but the citizens of Vermont 
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of all, I want to thank the Air Force for 

allowing not only me but the citizens of Vermont 
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the opportunity to offer our opinions on the 

possibility of locating the F-35A program at our 

base right here in Vermont.  

I understand that may be some here tonight 

to testify in opposition, and I respect their 

views and while we may not agree on the siting, 

I'm confident we can join hands in our gratitude 

for all the service men and women that keep the 

missions going and keep our nation safe so thank 

you all for that.  

I believe the siting of the F-35A program 

in South Burlington is a great opportunity for 

Chittenden County and the state as a whole and 

an important recognition of the first class 

personnel and facilities that make up the 

Vermont Air National Guard base.  One of my 

biggest fears is that with all the talk on the 

federal level about reducing costs, if the 

program is not located here, then there is a 

real chance the base could be reduced in size or 

possibly closed all together.  This would have a 

profound impact on the City of South Burlington, 

the Chittenden County region and the state as a 
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whole, and it's not just the 400 jobs.  It's the 

ripple effect as well.  

The Vermont Air National Guard provides 

free fire and rescue services to the airport 

which in turn saves the airport a couple million 

dollars in annual expenditures.  Higher prices 

could lead to less competition and we can't 

forget about all of the Canadian traffic we have 

that comes to our airport and uses that in and 

out traffic.  

Let's also not forget the aircraft 

stationed in South Burlington are there for 

defensive purposes.  The base holds an important 

strategic position to defend the eastern 

seaboard.  After the attacks on September 11th, 

the Vermont Air National Guard patrolled New 

York City and Washington, D.C. for 122 days.  It 

is no accident that this elite squad bears the 

name of Ethan Allen's own band that fought 

against the British during the Revolutionary 

War.  The Green Mountain Boys are part of 

Vermont.  They're part of Vermont's heritage and 

it's certainly a distinction of honor.  

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

32

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-222

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO079



It is my belief the F-35A coming to Vermont 

makes good economic sense and our base being 

chosen as a site is an acknowledgment of a long 

tradition of Vermonters who have defended our 

nation.  I thank you for your consideration.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Tom 

Brassard?  The next speaker after Mr. Brassard 

will be Kelly Devine. 

TOM BRASSARD:  Good evening.  My name is 

Tom Brassard.  Last name B R A S S A R D.  I am 

a native Vermonter, a life-long resident of 

Burlington.  I own a business in South 

Burlington, and I'm also on the Board and Vice 

Chair of the Burlington Business Association.  

When I think about this debate, to me it's 

a matter of perspective.  If we were a sleepy 

farm community as we were at one point and the 

Air Force was just trying to just barge their 

way in and put an airport with jets and so 

forth, that would be worth, that would be a 

whole different subject.  But since I've been in 

the, since I've been, all my life the jets have 

been a part of our landscape.  The sound has 
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It is my belief the F-35A coming to Vermont 

makes good economic sense and our base being 

chosen as a site is an acknowledgment of a long 

tradition of Vermonters who have defended our 

nation.  I thank you for your consideration.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Tom 

Brassard?  The next speaker after Mr. Brassard 

will be Kelly Devine. 

TOM BRASSARD:  Good evening.  My name is 

Tom Brassard.  Last name B R A S S A R D.  I am 

a native Vermonter, a life-long resident of 

Burlington.  I own a business in South 

Burlington, and I'm also on the Board and Vice 

Chair of the Burlington Business Association.  

When I think about this debate, to me it's 

a matter of perspective.  If we were a sleepy 

farm community as we were at one point and the 

Air Force was just trying to just barge their 

way in and put an airport with jets and so 

forth, that would be worth, that would be a 

whole different subject.  But since I've been in 

the, since I've been, all my life the jets have 

been a part of our landscape.  The sound has 
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been part of our landscape.  I learned tonight 

on my way in that the F-4 jets that we had for 

many years were actually louder than the F-16s 

that we're looking to replace at this point in 

time.  

So my appeal would be, in light of 

perspective, imagine what it would be without 

the extra noise but imagine further what it 

would be without the Air Guard here all 

together.  And I think when you put it in 

perspective, it's a much bigger topic than five 

to ten decibels of sound.  Thank you.  

KELLY DEVINE:  My time is Kelly Devine.  

The spelling of my last name is D E V I N E.  

And I am the Executive Director of the 

Burlington Business Association.  Our 

organization represents nearly 250 businesses in 

the Burlington area, and it is important to the 

economic vitality of Burlington that we retain 

these more than 1000 jobs that are represented 

from this Air National Guard program.  

A lot of folks have spoken already about 

the financial impact of this program.  Fifty 
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been part of our landscape.  I learned tonight 

on my way in that the F-4 jets that we had for 

many years were actually louder than the F-16s 

that we're looking to replace at this point in 

time.  

So my appeal would be, in light of 

perspective, imagine what it would be without 

the extra noise but imagine further what it 

would be without the Air Guard here all 

together.  And I think when you put it in 

perspective, it's a much bigger topic than five 

to ten decibels of sound.  Thank you.  

KELLY DEVINE:  My time is Kelly Devine.  

The spelling of my last name is D E V I N E.  

And I am the Executive Director of the 

Burlington Business Association.  Our 

organization represents nearly 250 businesses in 

the Burlington area, and it is important to the 

economic vitality of Burlington that we retain 

these more than 1000 jobs that are represented 

from this Air National Guard program.  

A lot of folks have spoken already about 

the financial impact of this program.  Fifty 
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million dollars in payroll is a lot of money 

coming into Chittenden County every year.  In 

addition, the services that the Guard provides 

and the revenue that comes in to the Burlington 

International Airport from this program are 

vital to keeping that facility strong and 

active.  

142 of the Vermont Air National Guard 

employees live in Burlington, and there's an 

additional 474 that live in the greater 

Burlington area.  It is likely that many of 

those folks come to Burlington to shop, to eat 

and to play.  A vibrant community needs good 

paying jobs for its citizens.  In addition, 

Burlington benefits immensely by the services 

provided by the Burlington International 

Airport.  The success of the airport and 

continued success of the airport is vital to the 

economic vitality of our region.  As a hub city, 

we depend on the health of the entire county.  

The F-35A program will support our economy by 

bringing quality jobs, creating business for 

local suppliers and bringing central services 
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and revenue to our airport.  We are in support 

of Burlington being designated as the location 

for the Air National Guard F-35 program.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Mr. John Neuhauser?  

KYLE BOSTWICK:  My name is Kyle Bostwick.  

B O S T W I C K.  I was asked to speak and read 

a letter from John Neuhauser, President of St. 

Michael's College, and I thank you for the 

opportunity.  St. Michael's College is probably 

the institution that would be most affected by 

the proposed F-35 operations, just as we are 

most affected by the current F-16 operations 

since we lie directly under their flight path.  

I personally support this new installation 

for four reasons.  First, the economic impact of 

these operations on the local community is 

substantial and the consequences of losing over 

1000 local employees with a payroll of $53 

million annually would be devastating.  The 

economic base of northwestern Vermont is not 

large and would suffer substantially were the 

new aircraft not be stationed here.  

Second, the college is very familiar with 
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and revenue to our airport.  We are in support 

of Burlington being designated as the location 

for the Air National Guard F-35 program.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Mr. John Neuhauser?  

KYLE BOSTWICK:  My name is Kyle Bostwick.  

B O S T W I C K.  I was asked to speak and read 

a letter from John Neuhauser, President of St. 

Michael's College, and I thank you for the 

opportunity.  St. Michael's College is probably 

the institution that would be most affected by 

the proposed F-35 operations, just as we are 

most affected by the current F-16 operations 

since we lie directly under their flight path.  

I personally support this new installation 

for four reasons.  First, the economic impact of 

these operations on the local community is 

substantial and the consequences of losing over 

1000 local employees with a payroll of $53 

million annually would be devastating.  The 

economic base of northwestern Vermont is not 

large and would suffer substantially were the 

new aircraft not be stationed here.  

Second, the college is very familiar with 
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the interruptions to our activities caused by 

the current level of Vermont Air National Guard 

activities.  While these disruptions are real 

and do require some accommodation on the part of 

instructors, staff and students, they are in 

fact of minimal duration.  As a citizen, this 

strikes me as a minor inconvenience and a small 

and appropriate recognition of the 

responsibility of citizenship.  

Third, the presence of the Vermont Air 

National Guard with their accompanying 

activities is an important educational element 

for the young citizens who attend St. Michael's, 

regardless of their opinions regarding the 

military.  Indeed, for an education to be truly 

liberal, all views must be considered.  

Uninformed beliefs without true engagement are a 

danger that this country's young people cannot 

afford and neither can the nation.  

Finally, Vermont Air National Guard 

personnel are our friends and neighbors and it 

is good for all of us that this is so.  How 

better for Guard members to learn of the 
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concerns of other citizens and for all of us to 

understand the very real obligations of the 

Vermont Air National Guard.  We first learned 

the fundamental importance of citizen soldiers 

on the long battle run of April 19th, 1775, and 

we ought not forget it.  We may agree or 

disagree with any particular military operation 

our nation undertakes, but this does not free us 

from the obligation to engage with those for 

whom duty to country is compelling.  

I believe that stationing the new F-35A 

operations in Vermont is critically important 

and just recognition of a state that has 

sacrificed disproportionately in recent 

peacekeeping efforts.  Thank you for your 

serious consideration.  Yours sincerely, John J. 

Neuhauser, President, St. Michael's College.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  A good point was 

just made.  If we could, on the applause, I 

understand that people have very solid opinions 

on this, heartfelt opinions, but it does take up 

time for the speakers so if you could, please 

hold your applause.  

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

38

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-231

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO082



We've got a couple more city 

representatives and we will get to the rest of 

our stack here.  Mr. Mike O'Brien to be followed 

by Sara Robinson.    

MIKE O'BRIEN:  My name is Mike O'Brien.  

Last name is O'B R I E N.  I'm the Mayor of 

Winooski, and I want to first thank the Air 

Force for holding this hearing tonight.  I want 

to thank the Air National Guard for being out 

front over the last couple of years providing 

information to us and for all they do for our 

region.  

The City of Winooski has not, the Council 

has not taken a formal position on the F-35A at 

this point.  We received -- actually, we did not 

receive the EIS report.  We picked it up on 

line.  Haven't had a chance to go through it.  

That said, I'm not here to speak against the 

F-35 basing but to ask some questions and to 

request that the City receive more information 

about the whole process.  We obviously have 

concerns about noise.  City of Winooski is 

probably the hardest hit community in terms of 
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air noise in the county.  That's a big concern 

for us.  In looking at the EIS, it's hard to 

tell exactly what the change in impact is.  We 

recognize that there are planes flying overhead.  

I, too, have lived here all my life.  Planes are 

a part of my life.  You learn to deal with it.  

But there are questions that our citizens have 

about what is the impact, what is the change 

that we're going to hear specifically in terms 

of the maximum amount of noise that these plans 

are going to provide.  

But I would request that the City of 

Winooski be given an opportunity to meet with 

the folks from the Air Force to address specific 

questions we have and answer the questions and 

issues that the residents of Winooski have.  

Thank you very much.

PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you, sir.  Sara 

Robinson?

SARA ROBINSON:  My name is Sara Robinson, R 

O B I N S O N, and I'm a City Councilor in the 

City of Winooski and would also like to echo the 

Mayor's request for ongoing dialogue on this 
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air noise in the county.  That's a big concern 

for us.  In looking at the EIS, it's hard to 

tell exactly what the change in impact is.  We 

recognize that there are planes flying overhead.  

I, too, have lived here all my life.  Planes are 

a part of my life.  You learn to deal with it.  

But there are questions that our citizens have 

about what is the impact, what is the change 

that we're going to hear specifically in terms 

of the maximum amount of noise that these plans 

are going to provide.  

But I would request that the City of 

Winooski be given an opportunity to meet with 

the folks from the Air Force to address specific 

questions we have and answer the questions and 

issues that the residents of Winooski have.  

Thank you very much.

PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you, sir.  Sara 

Robinson?

SARA ROBINSON:  My name is Sara Robinson, R 

O B I N S O N, and I'm a City Councilor in the 

City of Winooski and would also like to echo the 

Mayor's request for ongoing dialogue on this 
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issue.  I'm also the daughter of a proud 

veteran, and I want to thank the Air Guard for 

this opportunity for public comment and for the 

Vermont National Guard service to the State of 

Vermont.  

After reviewing the EIS, I have significant 

concerns about the impact of the proposed F-35A 

basing on the community of Winooski.  The final 

Environmental Impact Statement indicates a 

significant expansion of the area of highest 

noise exposure into the dense residential areas 

of Winooski.  According to the final EIS, basing 

the F-35A fighting jets in South Burlington 

would represent more than a 50 percent increase 

in the number of acres subjected to increased 

noise.  

The modeling of the EIS also indicates an 

increase in the number of individuals impacted, 

also many of whom are Winooski residents.  In 

addition, the minority and low income 

populations affected would also increase.  

There are ongoing questions about the 

impact of noise levels on property values and 

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

41

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-235

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO084

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
SO-1

Ratliff
Typewritten Text

Ratliff
Typewritten Text

Ratliff
Line

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
PI-11

Ratliff
Line



the economic vitality of our community, and we'd 

love to have further dialogue on these issues 

and also encourage residents of Winooski to make 

their voices heard on these issues.  Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Now, 

I'll begin with the remainder of our speakers 

this evening.  I will apologize in advance if I 

mispronounce some names, but I will try my best.  

As I mentioned, I will announce the first 

speaker to come up to the podium and then 

announce the person to follow after.  So first 

one is Tim -- I hope it's Baechle and I 

apologize if I mispronounced that.  Our next 

speaker after that will be Perry Sporn.    

TIM BAECHLE:  Good evening.  It's Tim 

Baechle.  Last name is B A E C H L E.  I'd like 

to thank you for the opportunity to speak on 

behalf of IBM in Essex Junction, and while I 

don't have any specific comments on the EIS I 

would like to take the opportunity to comment on 

the benefits of the economic region from the 

continued advancement of technology at the air 

base.  
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the economic vitality of our community, and we'd 

love to have further dialogue on these issues 

and also encourage residents of Winooski to make 

their voices heard on these issues.  Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Now, 

I'll begin with the remainder of our speakers 

this evening.  I will apologize in advance if I 

mispronounce some names, but I will try my best.  

As I mentioned, I will announce the first 

speaker to come up to the podium and then 

announce the person to follow after.  So first 

one is Tim -- I hope it's Baechle and I 

apologize if I mispronounced that.  Our next 

speaker after that will be Perry Sporn.    

TIM BAECHLE:  Good evening.  It's Tim 

Baechle.  Last name is B A E C H L E.  I'd like 

to thank you for the opportunity to speak on 

behalf of IBM in Essex Junction, and while I 

don't have any specific comments on the EIS I 

would like to take the opportunity to comment on 

the benefits of the economic region from the 

continued advancement of technology at the air 

base.  
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Our business is a high tech manufacturer 

and it depends heavily on technical skills in 

the region including both mechanical, 

electrical, instrumentation and controls.  The 

air base provides benefits to the local market 

by being a technical hub that supports the need 

for skilled laborers and trades.  Continuing to 

grow organizations like the air base that 

utilize these skills will provide a wider base 

of resources and improve the technical 

capability of the local job market and the 

businesses that exist there today.  As has been 

said, the Air Guard also provides services to 

the local airport and this organization is key 

for efficient transportations of goods and 

services in the region.  They also have fire and 

rescue teams that can help with tactical needs 

to the emergencies as those have been mentioned 

previously.  

Some members of the community who are 

current and former members of the Guard work 

right at our facility.  The technical skills 

they carry help both businesses in the area as 
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well as the Guard continue to be successful and 

grow.  While the air base has its potential and 

its potential for technology growth is part of 

an ecosystem in this county whose strength is 

part of the support of all the larger 

organizations.  So the growth of air base is 

critical to the further department of skills and 

technology in the area, and we'd like to see the 

regional base to grow through continued 

advancement of technology at the air base.  

Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Perry 

Sporn and then Kerry Mac.  

PERRY SPORN:  My name is Perry Sporn, S P O 

R N.  I'm the owner of Periwinkles.  Periwinkles 

is based in Vermont.  We have over 450 

employees, 65 of which work in Vermont, and 

representing all of us who live in Vermont we're 

proud of the Guard, they're part of our 

community, they're customers, they're friends 

and they're family of our employees.  

Our opinion as a company is that whatever 

inconveniences in terms of noise that the F-35 
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well as the Guard continue to be successful and 

grow.  While the air base has its potential and 

its potential for technology growth is part of 

an ecosystem in this county whose strength is 

part of the support of all the larger 

organizations.  So the growth of air base is 

critical to the further department of skills and 

technology in the area, and we'd like to see the 

regional base to grow through continued 

advancement of technology at the air base.  

Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Perry 

Sporn and then Kerry Mac.  

PERRY SPORN:  My name is Perry Sporn, S P O 

R N.  I'm the owner of Periwinkles.  Periwinkles 

is based in Vermont.  We have over 450 

employees, 65 of which work in Vermont, and 

representing all of us who live in Vermont we're 

proud of the Guard, they're part of our 

community, they're customers, they're friends 

and they're family of our employees.  

Our opinion as a company is that whatever 

inconveniences in terms of noise that the F-35 
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may represent is worth it because we're 

appreciative of everybody in the Guard and what 

it does for us, and we can't imagine what it 

would be like in this community without them.  

Also what's very personal to us is the 

recollection of the Air Force Base closing in 

Plattsburgh.  I don't know how much time any of 

you spent over there, but it was many, many, 

many years ago that the base closed.  Just drive 

and look at the community.  It still hasn't 

recovered.  Thank you for your time.

ROGER BOURASSA:  Sir.  I have a question of 

procedure here.  A point of order.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Yes, sir.  

ROGER BOURASSA:  You know, the only thing 

I've heard so far has hardly anything to do with 

the EIS.  I talked to you personally and quietly 

about it and nothing is being done, and the only 

people I've heard talk about the EIS were people 

from Winooski who are very concerned about the 

impact of these aircraft on their community, and 

if this is the kind of hearing that's going to 

go on, then I don't believe it's fair, it's not 
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may represent is worth it because we're 

appreciative of everybody in the Guard and what 

it does for us, and we can't imagine what it 

would be like in this community without them.  

Also what's very personal to us is the 

recollection of the Air Force Base closing in 

Plattsburgh.  I don't know how much time any of 

you spent over there, but it was many, many, 

many years ago that the base closed.  Just drive 

and look at the community.  It still hasn't 

recovered.  Thank you for your time.

ROGER BOURASSA:  Sir.  I have a question of 

procedure here.  A point of order.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Yes, sir.  

ROGER BOURASSA:  You know, the only thing 

I've heard so far has hardly anything to do with 

the EIS.  I talked to you personally and quietly 

about it and nothing is being done, and the only 

people I've heard talk about the EIS were people 

from Winooski who are very concerned about the 

impact of these aircraft on their community, and 

if this is the kind of hearing that's going to 

go on, then I don't believe it's fair, it's not 
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Democratic and I personally would not want to, 

will not participate.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  I understand your 

concern.  Part of my difficulty, of course, is I 

don't know what people are going to say until 

they have made their comments.  

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss 

the Draft EIS.  You're absolutely correct.  To 

that extent, if you could keep your comments to 

that area, that will help the decision makers 

with respect to this issue.  But I'm going to be 

hard-pressed to stop somebody when I don't know 

what they're going to say.  I'm going to give 

them as wide a latitude as I possibly can to all 

sides of this issue.  As I mentioned, I don't 

have any fight in this.  I'm simply hear to try 

to make sure everybody has a chance to comment.  

If you don't care for the comments, I understand 

that.  I'm not going to try to restrict people 

from making whatever statements they feel 

appropriate with respect to the basing of the 

F-35 here in Burlington.

SPEAKER:  Okay.
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THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  I might not make 

everybody happy, I understand, but that is the 

way I'm going to proceed to the extent I can.

COREY MACK:  All right.  My name is Corey 

Mack.  I'm a resident of Winooski.  In its 

current form, I'm curious about the selection 

criteria in which Burlington Air Guard station 

was chosen as the preferred alternative.  The 

Alternatives Comparison Matrix and executive 

summary highlights our region as an already 

adversely impacted community, more so than any 

of the other investigated alternatives.  

Implementation of this plan will only compound 

these existing impacts. 

Additionally, the EIS made no mention of 

the impacts to Winooski's downtown designation. 

We have spent the better part of the last decade 

if not the last 50 years revitalizing our City.  

This includes substantial increases in 

residential housing, commercial space and 

recreation opportunities and nature walks.  We 

have striven for a healthy active citizen group 

that encourages walking to school or work, 
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taking the bus and enjoying the outdoor 

environment.  

The preferred alternative will introduce an 

average sound level above the national standard 

throughout our entire downtown and one third of 

the rest of the City when previously the entire 

developed City was below that threshold.  That's 

the average sound level.  Imagine the peak sound 

level, the Lmax's model to increase 21 decibels 

or four times as loud and approaching that limit 

causes hearing damage.  Noises above 65 DNL 

standard have been shown by some to contribute 

to a range of health issues from increased 

stress levels to a rise in blood pressure and 

hypertension.  This is incompatible with the 

environment we live in and unacceptable to the 

downtown that I believe we have been building 

toward as a community.  

Winooski is one of the few remaining 

affordable communities in Chittenden County.  

Our City is home to a rich diversity of new 

Americans, seniors, young families, long-term 

residents.  We are some of the most vulnerable 
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populations in the county.  The preferred 

alternative will engulf one-third of us 

including a previously unaffected elementary 

school and noise pollution above federal 

standards.  The preferred alternative will 

strain our efforts to become a livable, walkable 

and outdoor-oriented downtown and the preferred 

alternative will endanger our hearing and expose 

us to increased risk of circulatory disease.  

The preferred alternative will negatively impact 

the desirability of our entire city.  In its 

current form, it's not my preferred alternative.  

Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Brenda Meyer?  

Okay.  Meaghan Emery.  

MEAGHAN EMERY:  Good evening and thank you 

for allowing this to happen tonight.  Meaghan 

Emery.  Last name, E M E R Y.  I'm a resident of 

South Burlington where the Air National Guard 

and Burlington International Airport are 

located.  Based on the information provided in 

the EIS, I am opposed to the proposal to deploy 

18 to 24 F-35As here.  Most of the sites under 
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populations in the county.  The preferred 

alternative will engulf one-third of us 

including a previously unaffected elementary 

school and noise pollution above federal 

standards.  The preferred alternative will 

strain our efforts to become a livable, walkable 

and outdoor-oriented downtown and the preferred 

alternative will endanger our hearing and expose 

us to increased risk of circulatory disease.  

The preferred alternative will negatively impact 

the desirability of our entire city.  In its 

current form, it's not my preferred alternative.  

Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Brenda Meyer?  

Okay.  Meaghan Emery.  

MEAGHAN EMERY:  Good evening and thank you 

for allowing this to happen tonight.  Meaghan 

Emery.  Last name, E M E R Y.  I'm a resident of 

South Burlington where the Air National Guard 

and Burlington International Airport are 

located.  Based on the information provided in 

the EIS, I am opposed to the proposal to deploy 

18 to 24 F-35As here.  Most of the sites under 
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consideration are better located -- far from 

residential neighborhoods and town/city centers.  

Given the unavoidable, and I quote from the 

EIS, adverse environment impacts, for BTV 

regarding noise, land use and environmental 

justice, that is, effects on minority and low 

income populations -- why was BTV selected as 

one of two preferred sites.  For the second, 

Hill Air Force Base in Utah, the comparative 

analysis charts show either no statistically 

significant change or improvements in these 

categories.  Same for most of the other bases.  

For BTV scenarios, the effect on low income 

population increases 7 to 11 percent.  Though 

unstated, the 89 to 93 percent representing 

middle class populations would also be exposed 

to these impacts.  The BTV scenarios would 

increase the affected households by 65 to 100 

percent.  The first two Hill scenarios decrease 

them by 17 to 50 percent.  Percentage of 

affected residential land area around BTV would 

increase by 52 to 80 percent.  At Hill it 

decreases by 24 to 56 percent.  Why was BTV 
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chosen as a preferred site especially when the 

category of justice is so clearly 

counter-indicative?  

The required military power takeoff with or 

without afterburners of F-35As to, quote, 

conduct airfield operations for training and 

deployment, exposes people near the base to 115 

decibels or four times louder than the F-16C's 

94 decibels.  The result, though not stated in 

the EIS, inner ear damage.  

Here in South Burlington, these planes 

would be based one block from a dense 

residential neighborhood, three blocks from an 

elementary school and less than one mile from 

our newly designated town center -- I fully hear 

Winooski -- where a second elementary school is 

located.  While the VTANG and U.S. Air Force are 

assets to our state and nation, the deployment 

of these noise jets would be an undue burden to 

the residents and many of the businesses in 

South Burlington and of the neighboring 

communities.  

The increase in commercial traffic at the 
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airport has already extended the 65 DNL line 

into our residential neighborhood closest to 

Burlington International Airport, a federal home 

purchasing program has allowed the airport to 

purchase and raze more than 100 homes in the 

area and this number is projected to rise to 200 

homes in less than ten years.  Needless to say, 

this neighborhood composed of modest privately 

owned single-family homes is feeling vulnerable, 

not only to the further erosion of their quality 

of life in the neighborhood, one of the oldest 

in South Burlington, but also to an uncertain 

financial future.  The EIS talks about jobs, 

1130 to 1396 military personnel.  How do these 

jobs compare to the number of professionals and 

businesses that would choose to leave South 

Burlington due to airport encroachment.  The 

number of residents affected by the 

environmental impacts of these military jets, 

including the F-16Cs, exceeds the number of jobs 

at VTANG, more than five times over.  5632 to 

5675.  I thank you for taking my comments into 

consideration.  

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

52

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-250

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Ratliff
Typewritten Text

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO089

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
SO-8

Ratliff
Typewritten Text

Ratliff
Line



THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Mark Abrams 

followed by Laura Caputo.

MARK ABRAMS:  Mark Abrams.  South 

Burlington, Vermont, last 30 years.  I'm very 

proud that we have the Air National Guard in our 

state.  I'd love to see them stay in this state.  

I think that, however, the very nature of their 

equipment has already outgrown where it's 

located.  In 1946 as was mentioned, the airport 

began, I think it was farmland.  The equipment 

was run by propellers at that time.  Worked out 

okay.  Within the last, I live about two miles 

south of here in South Burlington and within the 

last year walking on my street at certain times 

there have been jet activity that I literally 

had to close my ears.  I'm trying to maintain 

what little or maintain my hearing as I get 

older, but it was painfully loud certain times.  

I have data here that says hearing loss can 

occur at 90, 95 decibels, let alone 115.  

Can't have it both ways.  I think a 

rationale view of the situation is that you're 

talking about the most populated area of the 
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state, the most residents, the most students, 

the most hospital patients, and as the previous 

speaker said, strikes me as a number of people 

will be victimized by getting that new equipment 

here.  Apparently, it cost a lot of money to 

develop.  Given how much they cost to develop, I 

think they're more appropriate in a more rural 

area, less population, not built up around, not 

the most populated, dense, high-functioning in 

terms of what's here, area of the entire state.  

Maybe they could build something in northern 

Vermont or southern Vermont, build a whole new 

facility dedicated.  Too bad Plattsburgh was 

closed.  I think they'd welcome it very much.  

I saw Senator Leahy at the airport a week 

or so ago.  We conversed for a while and I 

mentioned the Plattsburgh thing and I thought -- 

he didn't cut it down as a half-joke that I 

thought.  I'm hopeful.  He thought that it could 

be resurrected.  I don't know.  But quality of 

life is very important.  Also I've noticed the 

Senator, all the Senators, all the 

Representatives, all the business folks I've 
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heard so far, none lives in South Burlington or 

Winooski that I heard.  Some live in -- I'm sure 

there's some people but majority don't live that 

close.  And that's more than just people near 

the runway as I said.  So shoe horning it into 

this area I think in any rational sense is just 

unacceptable and I'd love to have, if you can 

guarantee that the noise goes no higher than 

it's been, stays the same or lower, and I mean a 

real guarantee with teeth, not promises or 

indications or hoping, I'd love to have them.  

Everything is a tradeoff but it's just not 

realistic.  We can't have it both ways.  Thank 

you very much.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Laura Caputo to be 

followed by Bill Stuono.  

LAURA CAPUTO:  Good evening.  I'm Laura 

Caputo.  For the record, it's C A P U T O.  Good 

evening.  I'm Laura Caputo, a resident of 

Burlington and I live beneath the flight path of 

air traffic traveling into and out of the 

airport.  I support the proposed action to bring 

the F-35s to Vermont because I believe it's 
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heard so far, none lives in South Burlington or 

Winooski that I heard.  Some live in -- I'm sure 

there's some people but majority don't live that 

close.  And that's more than just people near 

the runway as I said.  So shoe horning it into 

this area I think in any rational sense is just 

unacceptable and I'd love to have, if you can 

guarantee that the noise goes no higher than 

it's been, stays the same or lower, and I mean a 

real guarantee with teeth, not promises or 

indications or hoping, I'd love to have them.  

Everything is a tradeoff but it's just not 

realistic.  We can't have it both ways.  Thank 

you very much.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Laura Caputo to be 

followed by Bill Stuono.  

LAURA CAPUTO:  Good evening.  I'm Laura 

Caputo.  For the record, it's C A P U T O.  Good 

evening.  I'm Laura Caputo, a resident of 

Burlington and I live beneath the flight path of 

air traffic traveling into and out of the 

airport.  I support the proposed action to bring 

the F-35s to Vermont because I believe it's 
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essential that the continued presence of our 

citizen airmen and soldiers within our community 

continue to provide the balance and diversity 

and strength in our community.  

The National Guard base is different from 

an active duty base in that the majority of the 

personnel serving in the National Guard are 

employed full-time in the civil sector and not 

the military sector.  This creates a unique 

relationship between our military and our 

community, one that can't be quantified and one 

that is certainly found by our founding fathers 

who wrote it into our constitution.  National 

Guard members serving in Vermont are our 

neighbors, they're our teachers, they're our 

policemen, our firefighters, our doctors, our 

lawyers and that's just to name a few of the 

professions that are represented by them.  

Vermont is reaping the benefit of being up 

close and personal with these members and by the 

very nature of this bond we're able to more 

fully understand the sacrifices that these men 

and women volunteer to make on America's behalf.  
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I feel that without this presence, Vermonters 

will suffer by becoming too far removed from 

this very important aspect of our society and 

our government, thus limiting our perspective, 

decreasing our diversity and weakening our 

community.  Additionally, a power view of the 

draft provided in the EIS, the 65 decibel noise 

volume depicted for the F-35 will in fact affect 

a smaller area of the southwestern portion of 

the airport residing in South Burlington.  In 

actuality the current F-16 line will is going to 

affect more of that part of South Burlington 

than the F-35 will.  So according to this 

possibility, South Burlington could in fact in 

some parts experience less noise.  

The possibility of cleaner air, the support 

to our economy and in my opinion the increased 

diversity and strength of the community, these 

are great reasons for my support of the F-35.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Bill 

Stuono and then Ann Pugh.   

BILL STUONO:  Bill Stuono, S T U O N O.  

South Burlington resident and member of the 
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I feel that without this presence, Vermonters 

will suffer by becoming too far removed from 

this very important aspect of our society and 

our government, thus limiting our perspective, 

decreasing our diversity and weakening our 

community.  Additionally, a power view of the 

draft provided in the EIS, the 65 decibel noise 

volume depicted for the F-35 will in fact affect 

a smaller area of the southwestern portion of 

the airport residing in South Burlington.  In 

actuality the current F-16 line will is going to 

affect more of that part of South Burlington 

than the F-35 will.  So according to this 

possibility, South Burlington could in fact in 

some parts experience less noise.  

The possibility of cleaner air, the support 

to our economy and in my opinion the increased 

diversity and strength of the community, these 

are great reasons for my support of the F-35.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Bill 

Stuono and then Ann Pugh.   

BILL STUONO:  Bill Stuono, S T U O N O.  

South Burlington resident and member of the 
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South Burlington Development Review Board.  I've 

looked over the EIS and I find the effects of 

basing the F-35A on the local housing stock to 

be absolutely enormous.  65 dB DNL region which 

signifies locations that are unsuitable for 

residential use are alarming and will effect the 

residences of many thousands of people.  I've 

looked at the Environmental Impact Statement and 

compared it to other alternatives and I find the 

effects in the local Burlington area and its 

housing stock to be much greater here than all 

the other basing alternatives.  I don't 

understand why that's the case and other 

alternative sites haven't become more prominent.  

What concerns me the most, though, is on 

page 61 of the Environmental Impact Statement 

and I'll quote it.  Because the F-35A is a new 

aircraft that is under development, some data 

normally used to predict noise, air quality and 

safety conditions cannot be obtained at this 

time.  Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  I understand Ms. 

Pugh is not present so next speaker will be Tom 
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Clavelle, and then I believe it's Brian Grimon.  

TOM CLAVELLE:  Good evening.  My name is 

Tom Clavelle spelled C L A V E L L E.  I'm a 

resident of South Burlington, a Board member of 

the local regional Chamber of Commerce and one 

of the owners of Engleberth Construction.  Like 

a few other folks here, I did grow up in 

Winooski and have very strong memories of planes 

flying over, very strong memories of having to 

tell the person on the other end of the phone 

that you, you need to wait a minute because you 

couldn't hear as they were speaking.  Excuse me.  

My voice is giving away on me.  

However, I'm here to support the F-35A 

program.  I think it's a real feather in the cap 

for both the National Guard and the greater 

Burlington area that we are one of the two 

preferred locations.  Obviously, we are held in 

high esteem by the powers that be.  And I look 

at the National Guard as being a very integral 

part are our community.  Yes, there are very 

strong economic benefits to it which I won't 

repeat.  Many of you have stated earlier.  But a 
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healthy regional economy is dependent on a wide 

variety and mix of employers and I believe that 

the National Guard is, becomes a very strong 

element of our local community.  In addition to 

the current benefits, I feel that the location 

of the F-35A here in Burlington will also help 

open up new growth potentials in related fields.  

On the flip side, I also understand there 

are very real and strong community concerns, 

noise obviously being one of them.  My father 

still lives in Winooski.  His house is directly 

underneath the path of the planes.  I grew up 

listening to it.  I was pleased to see that the 

actual number of takeoffs and takedowns or 

touchdowns or whatever it's called, that the 

actual number of flights coming in and out will 

be decreased by 32 percent.  I think that's a 

very significant number.  I believe it's in the 

best interest of everyone for the project to 

move forward, and I hope you support it.  Thank 

you for your time.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Brian 

Grenon and Steve Trono after that.  
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BRIAN GRENON:  My name is Brian Grenon from 

Colchester.  Last name, G R E N O N.  I'm from 

Colchester.  My family has lived in Vermont for 

over 8 decades.  A big part of growing up in the 

Burlington community was making friends with 

Guard members and maintaining relationships with 

their families.  I think it would be a huge 

negative environmental impact to lose these 

relationships with people.  I think it can only 

work on our behalf to embrace the F-35 program.  

Given the current economic environment, I think 

it would be in our best interest to have the 

F-35s in Burlington.  Thanks.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Steve Trono and 

then Ellen Holmes.  

STEVE TRONO:  My name is Steve Trono.  T R 

O N O.  I just want to say that I think it's 

really more of a human rights issue than just an 

economic issue and just because a majority of 

the people might think it's a good idea, I think 

it's going to affect the health and well-being 

of a lot of the neighbor people that live in the 

neighborhood surrounding the airport and that 
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BRIAN GRENON:  My name is Brian Grenon from 

Colchester.  Last name, G R E N O N.  I'm from 

Colchester.  My family has lived in Vermont for 

over 8 decades.  A big part of growing up in the 

Burlington community was making friends with 

Guard members and maintaining relationships with 

their families.  I think it would be a huge 

negative environmental impact to lose these 

relationships with people.  I think it can only 

work on our behalf to embrace the F-35 program.  

Given the current economic environment, I think 

it would be in our best interest to have the 

F-35s in Burlington.  Thanks.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Steve Trono and 

then Ellen Holmes.  

STEVE TRONO:  My name is Steve Trono.  T R 

O N O.  I just want to say that I think it's 

really more of a human rights issue than just an 

economic issue and just because a majority of 

the people might think it's a good idea, I think 

it's going to affect the health and well-being 

of a lot of the neighbor people that live in the 

neighborhood surrounding the airport and that 
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really should be taken into consideration.  

I also don't understand why we're selected 

as one of the preferred sites.  It's been clear, 

the Environmental Impact Statement clearly 

indicates that McEntire or Jacksonville would 

have less of an impact on the community.  Some 

of the numbers are, it's going to affect, going 

to make unsuitable for residential use a 

thousand to 1300 houses in our neighborhoods as 

opposed to has a negative effect in McIntyre and 

it's only going to affect 24 houses at 

Jacksonville.  

Also it's kind of concerning that I really 

think that all this talk about the base closing 

is really a cheap scare tactic.  There's no 

evidence to support that the base will close.  

It's just as much of a chance that the base will 

stay open, especially given the recent 

renovations and the expenditures that have been 

spent there, and the fact that I'm sure our 

senior professional leaders would use their 

influence to maybe think about alternative 

missions for the base as maybe a drone facility 
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or I heard early talk about a drone facility or 

a military, general military repair facility for 

all types of military aircraft.  Those would be 

a lot better uses for the base than affecting 

all the households.  

You know, another thing that gets me is the 

Air Force and the Vermont Air Guard say they 

want to be good neighbors but the Environmental 

Impact Statement is only 15 percent of the 

overall scoring matrix for basing decisions 

which I hope will be made public so that we can 

see how the scores really total between McEntire 

and Jacksonville and Burlington.  So basically, 

just our well-being and health is just part of 

the Environmental Impact Statement which is only 

15 percent of the total.  So, apparently, all 

you care about is 15 percent is the amount of 

level that you care about our health and well 

being.  

I really -- so once again I think there 

should be other alternatives.  The Environmental 

Impact Statement clearly shows in the charts 

that the noise will be 3 to 5 times louder than 
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the F-16s.  I don't know about you, but I can't 

comprehend what 3 to 6 times louder than a F-16 

would be.  It's unfortunate that, you know, 

Vermonters, when we buy a car we kick the tires 

and take it for a test drive, but apparently 

we're not going to have chance to do that with 

the F-35A so there will be no flyovers so we 

can't really tell.  

Once again, I want to just stress the fact 

that I didn't have a chance and didn't get good 

answers on whether that scoring matrix will be 

available because I'm really considering that 

the EIS is really flawed and should be thrown 

out.  The socioeconomic section of it is 

incomplete and flawed.  The wildlife section of 

it is incomplete and flawed, and if that 15 

percent is taken away from the total matrix then 

maybe Vermont wouldn't be a preferred site.  

Thank you very much.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Ellen Holmes.  And 

the next speaker off that will be David 

Deslauriers.  Totally mispronounced that.  

Sorry.
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LOUIS HARMS:  My name is Louis Harms.  I'm 

a resident of Burlington, and much of what I was 

planning to say has been said very eloquently by 

other people before me.  So I'll just make a 

couple of comments.  

I oppose stationing the F-35 at Burlington 

airport.  I find the F-16s very loud even though 

I'm not on the flight path, and I think a 

four-fold increase in the maximum sound is going 

to make a big difference in Burlington and to 

our lives.  I suppose, I suppose there's no good 

place, no ideal place to station war planes, but 

to put them in an area that's attractive and 

gets much of its, gets a great deal of income 

from tourism when that will certainly impact the 

environment, it seems to me a bad idea.  

And then the other thing I wanted to 

comment on was that I've noticed that most of 

the people supporting the placing of basing of 

these airplanes have talked about the Air 

National Guard and its fine record, and most of 

the people opposing the stationing of these 

airplanes have talked about the Environmental 
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Impact Statement.  The meeting tonight as I 

understood it has to do with the Environmental 

Impact Statement, and I wonder whether it would 

be considered appropriate to suggest that the 

comments that have to do not with the Impact 

Statement but with relations with the National 

Guard be expunged from the record.  Thank you 

very much.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Sir?  And I may 

have mispronounced it.  David Deslauriers?  

Thank you.  To be followed by, looks like a Tiki 

Archambeau.    

DAVID DESLAURIERS:  Good evening, Colonel.  

Good evening, residents of South Burlington, 

Burlington, Winooski, Colchester and surrounding 

communities.  Reasonable and prudent people are 

sitting in this audience this evening.  I'm 

speaking here from a couple different platforms.  

For our Governor, for all of our legislated and 

elected officials, for our Lieutenant Governor 

Mr. Scott who is also a race car fan, so am I, 

all of our City officials, mayors, City 

managers, City Councils, Airport Directors, all 
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Impact Statement.  The meeting tonight as I 

understood it has to do with the Environmental 

Impact Statement, and I wonder whether it would 

be considered appropriate to suggest that the 

comments that have to do not with the Impact 

Statement but with relations with the National 

Guard be expunged from the record.  Thank you 

very much.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Sir?  And I may 

have mispronounced it.  David Deslauriers?  

Thank you.  To be followed by, looks like a Tiki 

Archambeau.    

DAVID DESLAURIERS:  Good evening, Colonel.  

Good evening, residents of South Burlington, 

Burlington, Winooski, Colchester and surrounding 

communities.  Reasonable and prudent people are 

sitting in this audience this evening.  I'm 

speaking here from a couple different platforms.  

For our Governor, for all of our legislated and 

elected officials, for our Lieutenant Governor 

Mr. Scott who is also a race car fan, so am I, 

all of our City officials, mayors, City 

managers, City Councils, Airport Directors, all 
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people associated with the airport project at 

this time and for the future, aside from the 

military, I'm a U.S. Navy Vietnam era veteran.  

I'm also a disabled veteran.  I appreciate the 

military 10,000 percent.  Two of my sons serve.  

They continue to serve.  They've done multiple 

deployments.  I live in South Burlington across 

the street from the airport.  I still live 

there.  I worked at the airport for United 

Airlines as a United ticket agent for six years 

so I'm intimately aware of the inner workings of 

an airport operation.  

What I want to address specifically with 

the Environmental Impact Statement, technically 

the information presented in front of us today 

is very factual, very accurate.  What's not 

addressed and I'd like all the leaders, federal, 

state, local to think about this along with the 

military as a cooperative effort for real 

meaningful dialogue, and I mean to actually come 

up with a citizens action committee to have 

input with teeth in it, with consequences and 

actions, that says what can the two 
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organizations, military and civilian, airport 

authority, business people, everybody supports 

it, okay.  Let's bring in real sound engineering 

teams from real military bases that have a sound 

deadening equipment, dampening equipment.  We 

had it in the Navy.  We had it on carriers.  

Bring it in here, have a four-team runoff with 

technical exports with the right type of 

hardware, sound devices, to dampen sounds.  I 

live in the neighborhood.  I'm going to continue 

to live there.  I love living there.  I support 

my military and my community, but please do not 

throw the baby out with the bath water on this 

one.  Because your impact, your sound profile as 

it mitigates across the ground goes out several 

miles, and it's not the issue of a takeoff or a 

landing.  When a squadron takes off, that's a 

three minute burst, it's done.  It's not the 

landing.  The landing is very silent.  What the 

issue is continued ramp-up operations from 0400 

to the morning until morning drive of all jet 

aircraft, military, civilian, low performance 

and high performance, sitting there ramping up 
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idling.  I fuel them, I've cleaned them, I've 

emptied them and I know what it's like and I 

also have compensated hearing damage.  But 

that's from the high frequency F-4s.  That's 

also from four years of living with jets.  I 

appreciate them, but do not think that your 

community is immune from pollution because where 

you live right now if you stay the way it is if 

they do not mitigate any sound and deaden it and 

dampen it Williston is affected, Butler Farms, 

kiss that goodbye.  It's going to migrate out to 

where the people who are currently not 

complaining are going to be complaining all the 

time.  So just keep that in mind.  Do not make 

hasty irrational type of thoughts, but let's get 

a collective organization to put it together and 

make sure that the leaders are doing what we 

elected them to do.  And if they're not doing 

their job, next time around, put them on notice 

and vote them out.  Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  If I could ask if 

you could limit your comments to the three 

minutes, we can make sure we get everybody in 
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this evening.  Tiki Archambeau.  Then the next 

speaker then would be Frederick Dusablon.  

TIKI ARCHAMBEAU:  My name is Tiki 

Archambeau.  First name is T I K I.  Last name 

is spelled A R C H A M B E A U.  Probably just 

used up half the time just spelling my name.  

Thank you all for the opportunity to 

comment tonight.  Just want to say I know that 

we're all going to go home from this.  We get 

worked up and it's easy to do and we're all 

friends and neighbors and when we go home, I'll 

continue to mow my neighbor's lawn whether he 

agrees with me or disagrees on this issue or 

not.  I do happen to be opposed to the 

introduction of F-35s into town.  As it happens, 

I live in the old north end of town in 

Burlington actually which I thought was far 

enough away to get away from the noise but it 

turns out it's not quite.  But nonetheless when 

I go to the airport, I often find myself taking 

the back way and I go through the beautiful 

neighborhoods which border the airport, and I 

frequently have a chance to see the impacts 
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already that are there in the airports.  

So an earlier comment or reference to 

Plattsburgh, and you don't have to go far to 

take a look at what happened to Plattsburgh but 

we don't have to go fair at all.  We just look 

at our neighborhoods around the airport and I 

see them crumbling.  So with this introduction 

of the F-35s and the proven increased noise 

levels in the EIS report I do see a ripple 

effect of those neighbors growing outwards and I 

do worry about that.  Others have spoken on 

other points that I wanted more eloquently so I 

thank you all.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Frederick Dusablon and then Janice Schwartz.  

FREDERICK DUSABLON:  Thank you.  My name is 

a Frederick Dusablon, D U S A B L O N.  I want 

to take this opportunity to see that I'm a 

retired veteran from the Vermont Air National 

Guard.  It spent 14 years service of in the 

Vermont Air National Guard and the men and women 

are the best of the best.  Speakers tonight here 

ask why would the Air Force want to base the 
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of the F-35s and the proven increased noise 

levels in the EIS report I do see a ripple 

effect of those neighbors growing outwards and I 

do worry about that.  Others have spoken on 

other points that I wanted more eloquently so I 

thank you all.  
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Frederick Dusablon and then Janice Schwartz.  
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F-35s here in Burlington.  That's the reason.  

One of the reasons.  One of the major ones.  

Because the men and women of the Vermont Air 

National Guard are the best of the best, and 

they deserve all nothing but the best.  

On 2001 early morning when they had the 

9/11 our pilots based in Burlington were down in 

New York City in a matter of minutes to protect 

us.  To protect the homeland and protect 

Vermont.  And they deserve our respect and 

admiration.  

Now, as far as the sound levels are 

concerned I not sure exactly what the sound 

levels may be, but I understand the F-35 takes a 

shorter amount of time to take off in a shorter 

space so that will eliminate some of the sound.  

As far as I'm concerned, the best of the best 

should deserve the best.  A little bit of sound 

is a small price to pay for the price of 

freedom.  Thank you very much.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Janice 

Schwartz.  Then Marc Estrin.  

JANICE SCHWARTZ:  Hi.  Janice Schwartz.  S 
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levels may be, but I understand the F-35 takes a 

shorter amount of time to take off in a shorter 

space so that will eliminate some of the sound.  
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should deserve the best.  A little bit of sound 
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C H W A R T Z.

I live in the section of South Burlington 

and currently the F-16 noise level is a 

disruptive force in our homes and in our 

schools, that neighbor, the Air Guard.  And the 

Environmental Impact Study clearly states the 

F-35s will be even louder.  To the Air Force and 

to the Air Guard I applaud you for your hard 

work, your dedication and your bravery.  But 

please use common sense.  Do not fly your jets 

over densely populated residential areas.  

Please select another location that would not 

affect one thousand residents and probably more.  

To my state and local officials, many who 

are not here but to their representatives, I 

beseech you.  Do not be so short-sighted that 

you will sacrifice entire neighborhoods of 

people for a promise of more jobs that may or 

may not materialize.  Our children deserve the 

right to sit in their classrooms and not have 

their lessons disrupted.  They deserve to play 

in their yards without holding their ears, and 

parents have the right to put their children to 
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bed without having to close the windows so the 

children will not wake up.  F-35 jets and 

children do not mix.  Period.  

Once the decision to welcome the F-35s is 

made, there is no turning back when the noise 

level proves to be unacceptable.  Please, 

elected officials, please think this through and 

do the right thing.  Our community should not be 

made the sacrificial lambs for a poor economy.  

To the audience, thank you for coming and 

if you agree and believe as I do that F-35s and 

your community do not coexist, please stand up 

for what you believe.  Stand up by writing to 

your elected officials.  Stand up by talking to 

your neighbors.  Stand up by signing a Petition.  

495 people have already signed this Petition.  

It has not made a dent in anyone's mind -- I 

mean in the elected officials' mind.  We need 

more voices.  Please talk to your neighbors.  

Please speak up.  Thank you very much.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Marc Estrin.  Then 

Roger Deschaies.  

MARC ESTRIN:  That's Marc with a C.  E S T 
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To the audience, thank you for coming and 

if you agree and believe as I do that F-35s and 

your community do not coexist, please stand up 

for what you believe.  Stand up by writing to 

your elected officials.  Stand up by talking to 

your neighbors.  Stand up by signing a Petition.  

495 people have already signed this Petition.  

It has not made a dent in anyone's mind -- I 

mean in the elected officials' mind.  We need 

more voices.  Please talk to your neighbors.  

Please speak up.  Thank you very much.
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R I N.  I want to bring up an environmental 

impact that has not yet been talked about.  This 

month there was a new report from the European 

Leadership Network for Multi-Lateral Nuclear 

Disarmament and Nonproliferation which mentioned 

prominently that the US is planning to spend 

four billion dollars to upgrade NATO's nuclear 

arsenal.  The aim is to replace dumb freefall 

nuclear bombs with a new generation of precision 

guided nuclear gravity bombs, and the aim of 

that is to target such targets as Russia and 

Iran.  It will increase our ability, NATO's 

ability, to reach targets in those countries 

with tactical nuclear weapons.  

Why is this an environmental impact?  If 

you remember the feelings, the general political 

feelings around Plattsburgh and Strategic Air 

Command nuclear bases in Plattsburgh, 

Plattsburgh was a major target for retaliation 

in those days, and when you bring nuclear 

capable aircraft, whether or not the weapons are 

there in the airport, then Burlington and its 

environment becomes a target.  A target for we 

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

75

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-280

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Ratliff
Typewritten Text

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO101



don't know what, for domestic, for retaliation, 

and for increased clinical friction between the 

community and the airport and the National 

Guard.  So I think we need to consider the 

social political consequences as an 

environmental pollutant, and I hope that we do 

that.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Roger Deshaies and 

Justin King.

ROGER DESCHAIES:  Thank you for allowing me 

to make a few comments.  I make these both 

professionally and personally.  I live in 

Williston.  My name is D E S H A I E S.  And so 

I do hear these planes coming over my home.  The 

fact of the matter is that as the financial 

officer of Fletcher Allen Health Care, we really 

need to support and we also depend on a robust 

employment base in our region.  With over 1100 

employees, the Vermont Air National Guard fills 

a key role in this region as one of our large 

employers and the F-35A program would secure the 

presence of this important employer in our 

community for decades to come.  Such employers 
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as the Vermont National Guard by providing 

competitive health benefits to their employees 

contribute to the economic support we need to 

fund many of the unique services we provide.  

Also, as I said, I live in the airport, 

extended, I guess, airport flight path in 

Williston and yes, I am exposed to the noise of 

the current F-16s, but I believe we all have a 

role to play in national security, and it's the 

least that I can do to support the uniformed men 

and women who put their lives on the line for 

what we believe in.  So thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Justin 

King, and I believe it's James Becker.  

JUSTIN KING:  Good evening.  King.  K I N 

G.  Still a minute, 59 seconds, right?  I work, 

I grew up here in Burlington.  I work in 

Colchester for Walsh Electric Supply.  We're a 

locally owned company.  We're right near the 

Winooski/Colchester border and we hear the noise 

of the aircraft, but I can tell you because I'm 

the son of the owner that without the aircraft 

here, that with the business that we do with the 
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airport and with the Vermont Air National Guard 

that our finances would be impacted.  And 

secondly, the Vermont Air National Guard has 

performed every mission that the Air Force has 

put before it, whether it was drug interdiction, 

the response to 9/11 and the future last ten 

years of the war on terrorism, Vermont Air 

National Guard has come through with every 

mission and that's with some of the oldest 

aircraft in the fleet.  I can only imagine what 

they will be able to do with some of the newest 

aircraft in the fleet.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  James Becker and 

Eva Diner. 

JAMES BECKER:  Good evening, my name is Jim 

Becker.  I'm here to represent Audiomotion 

Entertainment Services.  I want to take just a 

brief moment to express my support for the F-35 

aircraft program at the Vermont Air National 

Guard based in Burlington. 

(Audience interruption)

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Please if you 

would.  Please.  If you would please not speak 
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out from the audience.  It just takes up time.  

If you don't like his comments, that's fine.  

Please go on.

JAMES BECKER:  I'm not selling a product 

here tonight.  As we all know, the Air National 

Guard has been an integral component of 

Vermont's heritage for almost 70 years.  The 

retention of the Air National Guard unit in 

Vermont is critically dependent upon our 

securing the F-35 program as current missions 

are retired.  Loss of the Guard would equal a 

loss of vital economic player in our region.  

That's a cost we cannot afford.  There are many 

communities within Vermont that are benefiting 

directly or indirectly from the presence of the 

Air National Guard unit and we should all 

consider the costs in which we financially 

benefit, be it the retail level in our 

educational funding or as a component of our tax 

basis.  Air Guard members are also members of 

our community representing a diverse group of 

skilled, active community and upstanding 

citizens.  I personally believe that we all 
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benefit from the presence of these individuals 

in our friends and our neighbors.  In closing, 

please note my strong support for the Air 

National Guard, F-35 aircraft program in Vermont 

as we look toward another hundred years of their 

presence.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Eva 

Diner and Nick Hinge.

EVA DINER:  Good evening.  My name is Eva 

Diner.  I have lived in South Burlington for 43 

years.  At that time, the airport was a ranch 

house.  Just the living room with seats.  

Anyways, my point is people have already spoken 

and especially Meaghan Emery so I'm not going to 

repeat it.  I am concerned about the noise.  I 

am especially concerned about the pollution that 

will result in our pristine Vermont air.  Also I 

am afraid of accidents that may occur that are 

sometimes mentioned in the paper in other areas 

where airplanes are being tried out, and the 

most important one is that the F-35s, according 

to a certain number of military personnel, are 

already obsolete.  Also their price has 
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benefit from the presence of these individuals 

in our friends and our neighbors.  In closing, 

please note my strong support for the Air 

National Guard, F-35 aircraft program in Vermont 

as we look toward another hundred years of their 

presence.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Eva 

Diner and Nick Hinge.

EVA DINER:  Good evening.  My name is Eva 

Diner.  I have lived in South Burlington for 43 

years.  At that time, the airport was a ranch 

house.  Just the living room with seats.  

Anyways, my point is people have already spoken 

and especially Meaghan Emery so I'm not going to 

repeat it.  I am concerned about the noise.  I 

am especially concerned about the pollution that 

will result in our pristine Vermont air.  Also I 

am afraid of accidents that may occur that are 

sometimes mentioned in the paper in other areas 

where airplanes are being tried out, and the 

most important one is that the F-35s, according 

to a certain number of military personnel, are 

already obsolete.  Also their price has 
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increased tremendously.  The number 3 F-35 is 

still having problems.  So I am really concerned 

about spending a lot of money on F-35s and by 

2015 we would be spending so much money on that 

when we could use that for our schools, our 

college students and many other things.  Thank 

you very much.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Nick 

Hinge followed by Dan Rissacher.  

NICK HINGE:  So much for preparing a 

statement.  Everybody's been speaking so 

eloquently and has covered most of my points, 

but I'm Nick Hinge and I live in Burlington, and 

I'm in support of the F-35 project.  I think 

that this EIS has a duty to be as, to convey as 

much information as possible, but all the 

information is not available to the Air Force at 

this point and how these jets are going to 

perform, we've heard from various people that 

it's actually possible that these jets they 

don't need to use whole thrust on takeoff and 

that perhaps the noise impact wouldn't be as 

great as it might be.  Maybe it will, but, once 
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increased tremendously.  The number 3 F-35 is 

still having problems.  So I am really concerned 

about spending a lot of money on F-35s and by 

2015 we would be spending so much money on that 

when we could use that for our schools, our 

college students and many other things.  Thank 

you very much.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Nick 

Hinge followed by Dan Rissacher.  

NICK HINGE:  So much for preparing a 

statement.  Everybody's been speaking so 

eloquently and has covered most of my points, 

but I'm Nick Hinge and I live in Burlington, and 

I'm in support of the F-35 project.  I think 

that this EIS has a duty to be as, to convey as 

much information as possible, but all the 

information is not available to the Air Force at 

this point and how these jets are going to 

perform, we've heard from various people that 

it's actually possible that these jets they 

don't need to use whole thrust on takeoff and 

that perhaps the noise impact wouldn't be as 

great as it might be.  Maybe it will, but, once 
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again, I think that there's things that the Air 

National Guard can do to maybe mitigate this, 

and I'm sure that as neighbors and citizens of 

this state they're certainly going to do their 

best, and, you know, people ask about why 

Vermont and why this area.  Well, I think we 

live in area where there's a lot of rural areas 

to the north of us and there's a lot of great 

training grounds, and I think when the Air Force 

looks at this area they see that, and this is a 

perfect place for these jets to train and I 

think it's a sacrifice that the community has to 

consider.  Just to be, to support our national 

defense and, you know, the fact that we're here 

tonight and we have this public hearing, 

everybody's got a right to free speech and we do 

have to protect that and we do need a strong 

national defense in order to do so.  I think 

that the net impact of having great neighbors 

and really quality jobs, quality jobs, these 

people bring in quality families that interact 

in our society is a real bonus, and I support 

the jets and I encourage you to consider that.  
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Thanks.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Dan 

Rissacher and then John Floyd.

DAN RISSACHER:  Good evening.  Dan 

Rissacher.  R I S S A C H E R.  I'm here this 

evening to speak in strong support of basing the 

F-35 in Vermont.  Before I get on the reason for 

that, just a quick word on what I'm not going to 

speaking on tonight and that's the size of our 

military, how we equip it, how much it costs and 

where we use our military.  Those are federal 

issues and they'll find in Vermont we have 

strong Senate and Congress support and they're 

very open and they've always answered my 

requests when able.  

So this is a local hearing now much like 

town meeting day and we're going to talk about 

the local impact which I'm getting a lot of good 

points on.  First, what is the environment.  I 

argue that it includes things like the economy, 

the people of the Air Guard.  These are part of 

our environment, they're our friends, they're 

the folks around us.  And most importantly, the 
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Thanks.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Dan 

Rissacher and then John Floyd.

DAN RISSACHER:  Good evening.  Dan 

Rissacher.  R I S S A C H E R.  I'm here this 

evening to speak in strong support of basing the 

F-35 in Vermont.  Before I get on the reason for 

that, just a quick word on what I'm not going to 

speaking on tonight and that's the size of our 

military, how we equip it, how much it costs and 

where we use our military.  Those are federal 

issues and they'll find in Vermont we have 

strong Senate and Congress support and they're 

very open and they've always answered my 

requests when able.  

So this is a local hearing now much like 

town meeting day and we're going to talk about 

the local impact which I'm getting a lot of good 

points on.  First, what is the environment.  I 

argue that it includes things like the economy, 

the people of the Air Guard.  These are part of 

our environment, they're our friends, they're 

the folks around us.  And most importantly, the 
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economy.  If this goes through as planned, we'll 

be one of the first operational F-35 units in 

the world, and I see that bringing a lot of 

secondary and tertiary jobs to the area.  And we 

need to have more jobs here.  If you don't think 

so you're kidding yourself.  Look at any 

children around, going through college, most of 

them are leaving this fine state to look for 

other work.  

Most importantly, the noise impact.  So 

from living in Winooski for 8 years up by Landry 

Park, directly lined up with the runway about 

half mile out I can tell you the impact.  On a 

normal fly day, for a total of 4 minutes in that 

day, I can't talk on the phone.  I don't mind 

that.  I politely put the person on hold, run 

outside with my kids and look at the fine 

military technology flying overhead.    

Finally, the impact of the F-35.  If you 

fly at the same rate which we heard today will 

be greatly decreased in fact, and even if it's 

twice as loud which I can tell you defies the 

laws of physics, what's that impact?  It's still 
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4 minutes.  Thank you very much.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  John 

Floyd and then Earl Brown.  

JOHN FLOYD:  My name is John Floyd.  F L O 

Y D.  I live in South Burlington, and I'm a 

business owner in the Burlington area.  First I 

want to tell you that I'm very proud of the Air 

Guard, their presence in our community.  

Whenever I see that photo of the VTANG fighter 

jets over the World Trade Center on 9/11 I get 

shivers down my spine.  

But we have to put a stop to the 

destruction of our community in the name of 

national security.  We have to draw the line.  

In fact, that line has been drawn for us by this 

noise study.  65 decibel DNL.  I'm a loyal 

America who desperately wants to support our 

military in this mission.  We must defend our 

homeland and I must defend my home.  Others have 

described the procedure under which homes are 

now being bought up and destroyed around the 

airport so I won't get into that again.  

Those of you who were around during the 
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4 minutes.  Thank you very much.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  John 

Floyd and then Earl Brown.  

JOHN FLOYD:  My name is John Floyd.  F L O 

Y D.  I live in South Burlington, and I'm a 

business owner in the Burlington area.  First I 

want to tell you that I'm very proud of the Air 

Guard, their presence in our community.  

Whenever I see that photo of the VTANG fighter 

jets over the World Trade Center on 9/11 I get 

shivers down my spine.  

But we have to put a stop to the 

destruction of our community in the name of 

national security.  We have to draw the line.  

In fact, that line has been drawn for us by this 

noise study.  65 decibel DNL.  I'm a loyal 

America who desperately wants to support our 

military in this mission.  We must defend our 

homeland and I must defend my home.  Others have 

described the procedure under which homes are 

now being bought up and destroyed around the 

airport so I won't get into that again.  

Those of you who were around during the 
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Vietnam War will remember the US military 

officer who famously said we had to destroy the 

village in order to save it.  That's what I'm 

hearing from the Air Force now.  That placing 

new fighter jets in our community is so 

important that it is worth destroying whole 

neighborhoods.  With noise levels 3 to 5 times 

the noise of the current F-16s, most of South 

Burlington and all of Winooski will have to be 

destroyed if the program continues.  

It is challenging to separate the 

Burlington Airport from the Vermont National 

Guard and Air Force as players in this carnage.  

The City of Burlington just want to maximize 

profits from the airport.  They don't really 

care about the residents of South Burlington.  

With the help from the federal government they 

simply buy up and destroy the affordable housing 

that politicians give great lip service to 

preserving.  I still have hope that saner minds 

within the government at local, state and 

national levels will see the folly of the 

destruction of these communities.  If it is so 
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important to have these new fighter planes, let 

them be based away from densely populated 

communities.  Now, in conclusion, I would like 

to offer Senator Leahy, Senator Sanders, 

Representative Welch and Governor Shumlin the 

opportunity to trade any of their homes for 

mine.  So that they may enjoy the quote, 

unlivable, unquote, noise that will be created 

by the F-35s.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Earl 

Brown and Maida Townsend.  

EARL BROWN:  My name is Earl Brown.  B R O 

W N.  I'm a resident of the village of Essex 

Junction, and I've only read the Executive 

Summary of the EIS and as far as I can see 

there's nothing in there that will affect me 

very negatively.  There's some things in there 

that are positive, and my wife and my son and I, 

we concluded that we can put up with a few 

minutes of noise occasionally.  Thank you very 

much.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Ms. 

Townsend and then Alison Etherton.
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important to have these new fighter planes, let 

them be based away from densely populated 

communities.  Now, in conclusion, I would like 

to offer Senator Leahy, Senator Sanders, 

Representative Welch and Governor Shumlin the 

opportunity to trade any of their homes for 

mine.  So that they may enjoy the quote, 

unlivable, unquote, noise that will be created 

by the F-35s.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Earl 

Brown and Maida Townsend.  

EARL BROWN:  My name is Earl Brown.  B R O 

W N.  I'm a resident of the village of Essex 

Junction, and I've only read the Executive 

Summary of the EIS and as far as I can see 

there's nothing in there that will affect me 

very negatively.  There's some things in there 

that are positive, and my wife and my son and I, 

we concluded that we can put up with a few 

minutes of noise occasionally.  Thank you very 

much.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Ms. 

Townsend and then Alison Etherton.
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MAIDA TOWNSEND:  Maida Townsend.  T O W N S 

E N D.  I have a letter to read on behalf of 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert L. Walsh, United 

States Marine Corps, Retired.  W A L S H.  He 

wrote his letter following the release of the 

Environmental Impact Statement.  

He writes, point 1, I'm opposed to 

assigning the F-35 to the Vermont Air National 

Guard.  Subsection A, the noise generated by 

this aircraft will negatively impact the quality 

of life in the Burlington area and the 

surrounding towns.  Many of us recall the noise 

made by the F-4.  I, Mr. Walsh, sat on the 

Planning Commission when the Vermont Guard was 

selling the arrival of the F-16.  Their primary 

selling point was that the F-16 was quieter.  

That will certainly not be the case with the 

F-35.  

Subsection B.  Property values in the 

Burlington area and surrounding communities will 

depreciate.  The noise will make the area a less 

attractive place to live.  

Subsection C.  The Vermont Guard base is 
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suitable for the assignment of other missions.  

There has been little discussion of these 

possibilities.  For example, according to news 

reports the F-16s assigned to the Guard in 

Syracuse were replaced with Predator missiles.  

Point number 2.  I am particularly 

disappointed with the scare tactics employed in 

the Guard's effort to introduce the F-35.  In a 

time of economic uncertainty, the threat of job 

loss is effective but inappropriate.  Similarly, 

the challenge to opponents; patriotism is 

contemptible.  Robert L. Walsh, USMC, Retired.  

I should add as the reader of his letter 

that I concur with the opinions that he wrote in 

his letter.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Ms. Etherton and then Bruce Bailey.  

ALISON ETHERTON:  My name is Alison 

Etherton.  E T H E R T O N.  My family has lived 

in South Burlington for over 40 years, raised 

our family here, and I am also a realtor, and I 

have been a realtor in this area for over 25 

years.  Many people have spoken about their 
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suitable for the assignment of other missions.  

There has been little discussion of these 

possibilities.  For example, according to news 

reports the F-16s assigned to the Guard in 

Syracuse were replaced with Predator missiles.  

Point number 2.  I am particularly 

disappointed with the scare tactics employed in 

the Guard's effort to introduce the F-35.  In a 

time of economic uncertainty, the threat of job 

loss is effective but inappropriate.  Similarly, 

the challenge to opponents; patriotism is 

contemptible.  Robert L. Walsh, USMC, Retired.  

I should add as the reader of his letter 

that I concur with the opinions that he wrote in 

his letter.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Ms. Etherton and then Bruce Bailey.  

ALISON ETHERTON:  My name is Alison 

Etherton.  E T H E R T O N.  My family has lived 

in South Burlington for over 40 years, raised 

our family here, and I am also a realtor, and I 

have been a realtor in this area for over 25 

years.  Many people have spoken about their 
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respect for the Guard.  I completely agree, but 

at this point we have to consider the effect 

shown on the EIS.  To me, to base this very 

noisy plane in the center of Vermont's most 

highly populated area is completely 

inappropriate with its schools and homes, 

hospitals.  And as a realtor I see on a daily 

basis of the need for affordable housing.  The 

noise impact of this plane as many other people 

have said will wipe out a huge section of this 

really, really needed affordable housing.  

And as far as the economic impact, 

Burlington has often benefited from being named 

Most Livable City.  I have to ask, what effect 

will having the very loud war planes flying over 

our area have on our reputation as the place for 

people to live and work and come as tourists.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Bruce Bailey and 

then Roseanne Greco.  

BRUCE BAILEY:  Good evening.  I'm going to 

change this a little bit.  We've been beating 

this ground to death.  How many of you folks 

lived here when we had the F-4s?  Not very many.  
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respect for the Guard.  I completely agree, but 

at this point we have to consider the effect 

shown on the EIS.  To me, to base this very 

noisy plane in the center of Vermont's most 

highly populated area is completely 

inappropriate with its schools and homes, 

hospitals.  And as a realtor I see on a daily 

basis of the need for affordable housing.  The 

noise impact of this plane as many other people 

have said will wipe out a huge section of this 

really, really needed affordable housing.  

And as far as the economic impact, 

Burlington has often benefited from being named 

Most Livable City.  I have to ask, what effect 

will having the very loud war planes flying over 

our area have on our reputation as the place for 

people to live and work and come as tourists.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Bruce Bailey and 

then Roseanne Greco.  

BRUCE BAILEY:  Good evening.  I'm going to 

change this a little bit.  We've been beating 

this ground to death.  How many of you folks 

lived here when we had the F-4s?  Not very many.  
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If you think that the 35 of them were loud you 

should have been here then.  That was a loud 

airplane, and I don't believe you're going to 

find this is anywhere near as loud.  Anyway, go 

on about that.  I'm going to cut a lot of this 

out because it's been beaten up.  

VTANG has a history of taking cold old 

tired jets and making them usable front line 

aircraft again.  We've got F-4s from the Air 

Force and found hidden Vietnam battle damage.  

We have the first production F-16s.  Number one 

and number 3 after the Air Force was done 

beating them up, and they were a real challenge 

because they were, the production continued 

while they were going on.  We traded those in 

for newer Air Defense modified jets, and we used 

these to intercept Russian Bears and interdict 

the drug runners out of the Caribbean.  After a 

short time we traded them for newer models that 

had been used as trainers and flown very hard.  

These jets were the ones that responded on 9/11 

and also went to the Gulf and performed very 

well there and were in high demand by the ground 
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commanders for their dependability and 

capability.  The unit has since traded up for 

later model F-16s because the Air Force didn't 

want them anymore because they had too many 

hours on them.  They took our older better jets 

and gave us the ones with 6 or 7,000 hours on 

them.  Okay.  Relate that to your car at 400 

miles an hour.  That's a lot of miles.  

My point is that the Wing has been taken 

old beatup equipment and making usable aircraft 

out of them for a long time, and in that time 

they've only had one new factory jet, T-33 

trainer.  A long time ago.  I'm proud to be a 

member still serving as a retiree of the VTANG.  

It's a first class unit that has served and 

defended our community since its inspection in 

'47, and I hope you're as proud of them as I am.  

The F-35 is a replacement for F-16 which is 

no longer being made.  They don't have any more 

out there.  So let's make sure our hometown gets 

them and let's get them new.  They deserve it.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  We're 

going to go over another five minutes before we 

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

92

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-307

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO112



take a break.  Our next speaker will be Roseanne 

Greco to be followed by Bud Etherton.  

ROSEANNE GRECO:  Roseanne Greco.  That's 

spelled G R E C O.  I really wish I'd prepared 

something.  I am a City Councilor for South 

Burlington.  I'm also the Chair of the City 

Council, although I'm not speaking on behalf of 

the City Council.  We're going to be discussing 

this, the F-35, in the next week at a City 

Council meeting, and we may have a position that 

we will present to the Air Force.  

This should not be about prestige.  It 

should not be about patriotism.  It should not 

be about whether we are supportive of the Guard 

or supportive of national defense.  Those should 

not be the topics here.  Those of you may not 

know, I served 29 years, four months and four 

days on active duty in the U.S. Air Force.  I 

retired in 2003.  I am intensely patriotic.  I 

value and I appreciate our military members and 

the National Guard.  That does not mean I 

support a weapons system such as the F-35.  I 

believe the Draft EIS is flawed because it's 

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

93

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-308

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO112

Ratliff
Typewritten Text



take a break.  Our next speaker will be Roseanne 

Greco to be followed by Bud Etherton.  

ROSEANNE GRECO:  Roseanne Greco.  That's 

spelled G R E C O.  I really wish I'd prepared 

something.  I am a City Councilor for South 

Burlington.  I'm also the Chair of the City 

Council, although I'm not speaking on behalf of 

the City Council.  We're going to be discussing 

this, the F-35, in the next week at a City 

Council meeting, and we may have a position that 

we will present to the Air Force.  

This should not be about prestige.  It 

should not be about patriotism.  It should not 

be about whether we are supportive of the Guard 

or supportive of national defense.  Those should 

not be the topics here.  Those of you may not 

know, I served 29 years, four months and four 

days on active duty in the U.S. Air Force.  I 

retired in 2003.  I am intensely patriotic.  I 

value and I appreciate our military members and 

the National Guard.  That does not mean I 

support a weapons system such as the F-35.  I 

believe the Draft EIS is flawed because it's 
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produced on inconclusive data.  I am concerned 

that the topic of most of the discussion here is 

about money and economics and less about the 

quality of life.  Many, many people have said it 

far more eloquently than I have but in my 

estimation, we should be listening far more to 

the people who actually are living here.  Not 

that the business community is not important.  

They absolutely certainly are.  Not that the 

noise is an issue or nonissue.  I lived on Air 

Force bases for 29 years, four months and four 

days.  Noise is not an issue to me.  But it is 

an issue to many people and it's not just the 

noise.  We are losing houses.  We are losing 

neighborhoods, we are losing communities.  If 

this were the only place that the F-35As would 

be stationed and our national security was at 

risk that would be another story, but that's not 

the case.  There are far more better basing for 

the F-35 than in a small state in a small 

community in a small town.  We will be losing as 

someone said so eloquently, Mr. Floyd, I 

believe, we are sacrificing our town, we are 
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sacrificing our community.  In my mind, the 

F-35As do not belong in this area.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Etherton.  

BUD ETHERTON:  Sometimes I don't, my voice 

drops and if somebody will just raise their hand 

so I'll speak up.  And I had some similar things 

to say that the previous speaker had spoken and 

what I meant to say is that I think that the, 

I'll go with my previous comments.  I've been 

readjusting things as we've gone along.  

I have had my feet on the ground actually 

getting people to come here and I distributed it 

to all neighbors, all people.  I knew the people 

who were opposed and who were for it and I 

thought everybody needed to do that, and I feel 

that I am here to be a witness to what's 

happening, and some things I appreciate and some 

things I don't.  

I couldn't help but be disappointed in all 

of our three Senators and Representatives.  They 

have been fantastic people in the past.  Even 

our Governor, but I completely wonder why 
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sacrificing our community.  In my mind, the 

F-35As do not belong in this area.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Etherton.  

BUD ETHERTON:  Sometimes I don't, my voice 

drops and if somebody will just raise their hand 

so I'll speak up.  And I had some similar things 

to say that the previous speaker had spoken and 

what I meant to say is that I think that the, 

I'll go with my previous comments.  I've been 

readjusting things as we've gone along.  

I have had my feet on the ground actually 

getting people to come here and I distributed it 

to all neighbors, all people.  I knew the people 

who were opposed and who were for it and I 

thought everybody needed to do that, and I feel 

that I am here to be a witness to what's 

happening, and some things I appreciate and some 

things I don't.  

I couldn't help but be disappointed in all 

of our three Senators and Representatives.  They 

have been fantastic people in the past.  Even 

our Governor, but I completely wonder why 
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they're taking this position.  Senator Leahy was 

so proud of being one of the few people who 

voted against the Iraq War, for example.  Bernie 

Sanders has been first on human issues and 

environmental justice.  And this is a lot about 

environmental justice, and that's very 

important, and I would just say that it's 

premature actually to have this statement.  

Nobody is really up to speed on it.  I doubt 

that any of our Congressional representatives 

has read the document.  This is a difficult 

document to read.  We need to have somebody 

rewrite it so it's understandable, and I am 

proud of the people who have gone out and 

actually read it.  I was spending my time on the 

ground walking around the neighborhood.  I 

distributed in our neighborhood and I also 

distributed to businesses along the way which 

was very handy because people were home and they 

were interested.  

I went into the service station on, not the 

service, where they rent cars on Williston Road 

and just happened an F-16 was going by, and I 
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asked him where I would go to talk to the person 

who was in the car rental place about this and 

to give them the information, he could come and 

listen, and the gentlemen, F-16 went, that's it.  

F-16 went by and we couldn't talk.  

And the other question I have, we're not 

supposed to ask questions, but the question I 

would have, how reliable on what was the 

current, that level, that green line that you 

drew, I'd like to see you have a picture 

projected on the wall there showing where the 

green line is which is supposed to be the 

current level, how accurate is that.  When was 

it presented and I'd like to see a whole bunch 

of green lines drawn previous types to see maybe 

the growth of that 65 decibel level because it's 

changed a lot.  

And the other thing I'd like to say it's 

just premature for this.  We don't have time to 

evaluate it properly.  We don't have basic data 

on the F-35.  We just don't have that.  And so 

that should be evaluated.  We shouldn't even be, 

they say it's going to be, maybe we'll get it in 

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

97

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-314

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO114

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
NS-29

Ratliff
Line

Ratliff
Line

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
PA-13

Ratliff
Typewritten Text



five years.  I might be dead by then.  I'm 

thinking about my people following after me, but 

how did they get those lines drawn with the 

F-16.  I mean they don't have the F-16s to fly 

around and show it.  At least we should have 

them do those lines, the 65 decibel lines with 

the aircraft as they would be flying and bring 

them up here and we could hear how loud they are 

and then we could have this hearing and say what 

do you think about the F-16 now.  I think I'll 

leave it at that. 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  If we 

could, I'd like to take a ten-minute break and 

reconvene at about 8:12.

RECESS TAKEN

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  If everybody could 

find their seats.  We do have a lot of speakers 

so we need to continue.  

What I'd like to do is continue with our 

next speaker.  And one suggestion was made to me 

that makes sense to try to get as many folks, 

first speaker and the next person on deck.  Go 

over by the wall.  That will give you an 
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opportunity to get out through the seats and 

come right up to the podium so our first speaker 

the second session will be Terrence Pomerleau.  

TERRENCE POMERLEAU:  My name is Terrence 

Pomerleau, P O M E R L E A U.

I'm speaking on behalf of myself and 

Pomerleau Real Estate.  I've lived in Burlington 

my entire life.  As a child I used to love 

watching the military jets take off and soar 

above me.  Now as an adult, I appreciate that in 

a way I never did before.  I never knew that 

1100 people and their families were dependent on 

those very planes and every year $53 million 

flowed into our economy through that payroll.  

The Vermont National Guard has been a vital 

part of this community since 1946.  It is truly 

incredible that the state as small as Vermont 

can have such a large stake in our military and 

national security.  Because of the Air National 

Guard we receive millions of dollars in 

government funding to support our airport.  If 

we lose that money, we're going to have to make 

it up elsewhere.  The F-35 is going to go 
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somewhere and not allowing it to come to Vermont 

will jeopardize all of this.  These are family 

members, friends and neighbors that could be 

losing their jobs and everyone in our community 

will suffer because of it.  I strongly believe 

that it is our state and community's best 

interest to welcome the F-35 to join the Vermont 

Air National Guard.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Tuck 

Cantrell?

GABRIELE MEUNIER:  Hi.  I'm Gabriel 

Meunier, and I'm a long-term South Burlington 

resident.  M E U N I E R.  I've been living in 

South Burlington for quite a long time, and I 

don't live that far from the flight path of the 

planes that fly in and out of the Burlington 

International Airport.  I care about the quality 

of life very much here and I am in support of 

bringing the F-35s to be based here for the 

Vermont Air National Guard.  The noise has never 

been an issue of disturbance for me as it's been 

a sense of pride, and I don't expect that to 

change for the F-35s.  
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somewhere and not allowing it to come to Vermont 

will jeopardize all of this.  These are family 

members, friends and neighbors that could be 

losing their jobs and everyone in our community 

will suffer because of it.  I strongly believe 

that it is our state and community's best 

interest to welcome the F-35 to join the Vermont 

Air National Guard.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Tuck 

Cantrell?

GABRIELE MEUNIER:  Hi.  I'm Gabriel 

Meunier, and I'm a long-term South Burlington 

resident.  M E U N I E R.  I've been living in 

South Burlington for quite a long time, and I 

don't live that far from the flight path of the 

planes that fly in and out of the Burlington 

International Airport.  I care about the quality 

of life very much here and I am in support of 

bringing the F-35s to be based here for the 

Vermont Air National Guard.  The noise has never 

been an issue of disturbance for me as it's been 

a sense of pride, and I don't expect that to 

change for the F-35s.  
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As someone said earlier, the price of 

freedom isn't free.  I ask you to consider that 

perhaps there may be more noise, that's perhaps, 

but there will be less flights and, therefore, 

perhaps less of an impact than the current F-16.  

I'm also a mother of a National Guardsman, and 

I'm very concerned that if we don't get the 

F-35s, we'll not preserve the 400 full-time jobs 

and 700 part-time jobs that we now have, and we 

will lose an opportunity to attract new jobs to 

this area and this loss will be significant.  So 

I thank you for your opportunity to state my 

thoughts and I am in strong support in basing 

the F-35s here in Vermont.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Tuck 

Cantrell.  Kevin Dwyer.  

KEVIN DWYER:  My name is Kevin Dwyer and 

it's spelled D W Y ER.  My name is Kevin Dwyer, 

and I grew in South Burlington.  When I was a 

child, my first home bordered the flight line 

off of Airport Parkway.  It was literally 500 

feet from the runway, and my houses subsequently 

from there were never more than a mile from the 
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As someone said earlier, the price of 

freedom isn't free.  I ask you to consider that 

perhaps there may be more noise, that's perhaps, 

but there will be less flights and, therefore, 

perhaps less of an impact than the current F-16.  

I'm also a mother of a National Guardsman, and 

I'm very concerned that if we don't get the 

F-35s, we'll not preserve the 400 full-time jobs 

and 700 part-time jobs that we now have, and we 

will lose an opportunity to attract new jobs to 

this area and this loss will be significant.  So 

I thank you for your opportunity to state my 

thoughts and I am in strong support in basing 

the F-35s here in Vermont.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Tuck 

Cantrell.  Kevin Dwyer.  

KEVIN DWYER:  My name is Kevin Dwyer and 

it's spelled D W Y ER.  My name is Kevin Dwyer, 

and I grew in South Burlington.  When I was a 

child, my first home bordered the flight line 

off of Airport Parkway.  It was literally 500 

feet from the runway, and my houses subsequently 

from there were never more than a mile from the 
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airport and I grew up in the F-4 era in South 

Burlington, Vermont, and I can hear your 

whisper.  I have my ears, they work great.  I'm 

healthy.  I'm 46 years old, and I have no 

mental, physical impacts from being next to the 

airport with jets flying in and out.  

I did serve in the military.  I served in 

Afghanistan in 2003.  I'm a local business owner 

and my wife and I choose to raise our five 

children in the Chittenden County area.  I've 

adapted my comments from what I was going to say 

because it's been said.  

Let me tell you a little bit about your 

neighbors who do serve.  You're right to breathe 

heavy when I comment comes from those who serve 

around you.  Freedom isn't free.  When you go 

the first weekend of every month to a party, a 

wedding, a graduation or anything else, 1100 

Vermonters go to serve.  They cannot come up 

here and speak to you tonight in uniform because 

they defend the constitution of the United 

States on your behalf so you have that right.  

They serve, they miss birthdays, they miss 
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weddings, they miss everything, miss graduations 

and they go to war when they're called upon and 

that's not their decision.  Why in Vermont?  Why 

in Burlington?  Because they have rated the very 

highest in the active and reserve component in 

the Air Force.  Their unit has continuously 

achieved the highest rating throughout the 

military.  So your neighbors are the best of the 

best, and I'm not a recruiter, and I assume you 

won't join, but that's why in Vermont, we do 

what we do and we do it well.  And so while you 

fight about gay marriage and civil rights and 

single payer health care, these people defend 

the Constitution of the United States and they 

do it well.  That's why it's invited to 

Burlington and that's why you have this 

opportunity.  And for the record when I hear 

that, you know, affordable housing and good 

jobs, those of you may realize the average cost 

of a house in Chittenden County is about 

$250,000, and if you don't have a decent job, 

it's pretty hard to buy a house.  Jobs are tied 

to this and your neighbors' houses who serve 
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will have to move and they will sell their 

houses and these aren't scare tactics.  I know 

the opposition provides the same tactics.  These 

people are your neighbors.  They care about the 

United States, and they care about you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Again, 

to the extent we can, stay to the EIS standard 

would help us be effective to get more folks 

through the process here.  Matthew Powell.  

Heather Powell.  Howard Pierce.  Then followed 

by Seth looks like Bowden.    

HOWARD PIERCE:  Howard Pierce.  P I E R C 

E.  I run a company called PKC in the Chace Mill 

on the Winooski River, and I want to offer two 

sort of practical perspectives on the EIS.  

First is that we've been there 20 years.  Like 

other people have said, we've learned to deal 

with the noise of these planes and the fact that 

there's going to be potentially fewer flights 

and that the burn taking off may be a little 

shorter is probably the biggest impact for us so 

I think that on balance I'm not terribly 

concerned that this is going to be worse.  
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First is that we've been there 20 years.  Like 

other people have said, we've learned to deal 

with the noise of these planes and the fact that 

there's going to be potentially fewer flights 

and that the burn taking off may be a little 
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I think that on balance I'm not terribly 

concerned that this is going to be worse.  
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My company does engineering and research so 

we are kind of a worst case scenario for being 

affected by noise, but we've figured out ways to 

deal with it, and as other people have said 

occasionally we have to stop for a minute or 

two, let a phone call go and then pick up where 

we left off so I'm fairly comfortable with that.  

The other perspective though is that we 

have an office down in Washington, D.C. as well, 

and I know there's a lot of people concerned 

about the pros and cons of having an airport in 

close to the residential and commercial areas of 

a city like Burlington.  The other side of the 

coin is a lot of places have to live with an 

airport that's very hard to get to, takes a long 

time to get to and is far away from the 

businesses that rely on that airport.  It's 

incredibly useful to me and to a lot of the 

other people, both commercial and residential, 

to fly out in and out of Burlington to have the 

convenience of the airport where that is and 

that doesn't come without tradeoffs, but I'd 

just encourage everybody to remember that I have 
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employees who if the weather isn't good takes 

them longer to get to work in Washington than it 

gets me to fly to Washington from Burlington and 

get to my job so I can beat them to work from 

here and that's because of the huge convenience 

of having a manageable, closely located airport 

here in Burlington.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Seth 

Bowden?  

SETH BOWDEN:  Good evening.  My name is 

Seth Bowden.  B O W D E N.  I'm a resident of 

Burlington, and I'm the Director of Business 

Development for the Greater Burlington 

Industrial Corporation and I'm here tonight in 

strong support of Vermont Air National Guard and 

in support of this site being selected for the 

beddown of the F-35.  The Vermont Air Guard 

serves not only as a vital essence of our 

economy but as an important part in all facets 

of our neighborhoods and our community.  

Securing the Air Guard placement of the F-35 

will mean the retention of 1100 employees and 

supports the future of Air Guard for the 

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

106

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-326

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO118



employees who if the weather isn't good takes 

them longer to get to work in Washington than it 

gets me to fly to Washington from Burlington and 

get to my job so I can beat them to work from 

here and that's because of the huge convenience 
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lifetime of this next generation of planes.  $53 

million in payroll as well as maintaining snow 

fence, fire and safety services for the 

Burlington Airport.  Along with the economic and 

community benefits, the First Responders of the 

Air Guard stand ready to provide vital supports 

during natural disasters such as those we 

experienced in Tropical Storm Irene affecting 

thousands of Vermonters.  The history and 

continued excellence of our Vermont Wing is 

highlighted by the fact that it has been 

selected by a preferred alternative to base 

these plans.  Tonight we have an opportunity to 

voice support not only for what our Air Guard 

has achieved in the past but help cement the 

positive presence that these active Guard 

members provide to the community and to our 

economy.  Thank you for giving me the 

opportunity tonight to voice support.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

LISA VENTRISS:  Good evening.  I'm Lisa 

Ventriss, and I'm President of Vermont Business 

Roundtable so I will speak on behalf the 
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thousands of Vermonters.  The history and 

continued excellence of our Vermont Wing is 

highlighted by the fact that it has been 

selected by a preferred alternative to base 

these plans.  Tonight we have an opportunity to 

voice support not only for what our Air Guard 

has achieved in the past but help cement the 

positive presence that these active Guard 

members provide to the community and to our 

economy.  Thank you for giving me the 

opportunity tonight to voice support.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

LISA VENTRISS:  Good evening.  I'm Lisa 

Ventriss, and I'm President of Vermont Business 
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Roundtable but I also have some personal remarks 

as well.  So for the record, I live in the 

Butler Farms neighborhood that was referred to 

earlier this evening, and my office is half mile 

from the end of the tarmac and so I'm familiar 

with the disruption that happens during the day.  

However, it is a minor inconvenience.  

On behalf of our CEO membership which 

employs more than 10 percent of the state's work 

force, I'm here to express our strong support 

for the F-35 operational beddown at Vermont Air 

National Guard.  The Vermont Air National Guard 

is a finalist for this assignment so this is a 

very high honor for the men and women of 

Vermont.  We're proud of them and their 

professionalism, grateful for their 

contributions in many ways to our communities 

and are honored by their accomplishments in 

defense of our country.  

In reviewing the Environmental Impact 

Statement, we believe that the economic benefits 

that currently accrue from the F-16 bedding in 

terms of payroll and secondary impacts as well 
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as a highly skilled technical work force that 

continues to distinguish itself, we believe that 

those economic benefits will continue for the 

next 40 or 50 years with the possible bedding of 

the F-35 fleet, and at this time in our state's 

history, experiencing what we have from Topical 

Storm Irene, that type of economic investment 

and stability would be a tremendous benefit to 

everyone in the state, not just in Chittenden 

County.  

Vermont is a unique and very welcoming 

place for many who seek social equality and 

economic opportunity, and so speaking on behalf 

of our 120 members we would all be very proud to 

serve as your home for the F-35 fleet.  

My husband was here to also speak.  He had 

to go home to be with our son.  He is and will 

submit his remarks later, but he is a Professor 

of Public Policy at the University, and part of 

what he wanted to share with people is that this 

decision has tradeoffs, and we have to ask 

ourselves what are the benefits that we want to 

invest in, and it is the economic benefits and 
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economic development which drives our quality of 

life, and it is those jobs and the benefits that 

accrue to the community that we believe should 

prevail.  So thank you for the time.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Steve 

Lambrecht and then Richard Miller.  

STEVE LAMBRECHT:  My name is Steve 

Lambrecht. L A M B R E C H T.  I'm the owner of 

Kinderstart Preschool in Williston, Vermont, and 

a resident of Williston.  Our school is 

nationally recognized by the National 

Association for the Education of Young Children 

and also recognized inside the State of Vermont 

by achieving five stars recognized by the 

Step-Ahead Recognition System.  These two nods 

of approval speak to our school and how 

seriously we take our education.  We live 

directly under the approach path to Runway 33 in 

Burlington, and also in the departure path for 

Runway 15.  And I'm here to say that the noise 

is simply not a factor.  We're exposed to the 

F-16 noise.  We've exposed to all the noise from 

all the aircraft that takeoff and land at 
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Association for the Education of Young Children 
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by achieving five stars recognized by the 

Step-Ahead Recognition System.  These two nods 

of approval speak to our school and how 

seriously we take our education.  We live 

directly under the approach path to Runway 33 in 

Burlington, and also in the departure path for 

Runway 15.  And I'm here to say that the noise 

is simply not a factor.  We're exposed to the 

F-16 noise.  We've exposed to all the noise from 

all the aircraft that takeoff and land at 
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Burlington and at worst, it's a minor 

inconvenience.  At best it's a source of some 

amusement for the kids for very narrow periods 

of time twice a day.  What would, however, be a 

negative impact on their education would be the 

definite sucking sound of $53 million and 1100 

jobs vacating the premises.  

I also want to speak to some of the 

misinformation and, frankly, uninformed 

hyperbole that you may have been exposed to in 

various forms of media blogs and indeed here 

tonight inside this room.  For example, the 

number of takeoff and landings we heard will be 

reduced should the F-35 be brought here to 

Burlington which is a good thing.  What you 

didn't probably hear is about 80 percent of the 

takeoffs that occur in the F-16 are done in full 

afterburn.  Zero of them will be done in 

afterburn in the F-35 using the standard 

training profiles that are used here.  

What we also didn't hear is that in 8 of 9 

environmental areas categories the F-35 is 

superior to the F-16.  Yet you would think based 
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on what you heard tonight that 5600 residents 

will be run out of town by this thing and 

business people will be run out on a rail.  115 

decibels we've heard and yet I can assure you 

that none of you have been exposed to 115 

decibels or 95 decibels.  That occurs on the 

airport property, not at your homes or 

businesses.  It's just not going to happen to 

you.  It hasn't happened to you.  

Some of the other areas of hyperbole 

include things like benzene being dumped from 

airplanes.  The F-35 has no ability to dump 

fuel.  You may have seen that in some of the 

blogs.  So that I would encourage you that 

contrary to some of the misinformation you hear 

out there to adhere to the science, take the 

time to digest it, it's not necessarily a simple 

thing.  Read the EIS, learn it, and adhere to 

the science and the data rather than the 

misinformation and the hyperbole.  I'm here to 

support the F-35.  It's going to be a great 

thing for the Burlington area and for Vermont.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Richard 
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Lamore?  I believe the next speaker will be 

Brian Lamothe, if I read that correctly.  

MR. MILLER:  That's Miller.  M I L L E R.  

I'm about to say I ruffled some tailfeathers but 

frankly, after all the barbed comments I've 

heard, I don't care.  So with that being said, 

I'm in agreement with the F-35A coming to 

Burlington.  The reason I say that is because I 

am one of the 1100 of my brothers and sisters 

that serve with the Air National Guard.  If you 

can step outside your little bubble of 

Chittenden County for a minute and think about 

there is life south of Richmond and north of 

Milton.  You're not just talking about 

Chittenden County here.  We're talking about the 

whole State of Vermont, western New York, and 

Northeast Kingdom of Vermont.  

My point with this F-35A, if you cut this 

program out, you vote against it, you're going 

to put 1100 families out of employment.  The 

noise surveys as you've read which be 

inaccurate, but there's a certain level of 

inaccuracy in any kind of survey.  I would 
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highly recommend to review the facts completely 

and think about not just your $500,000 house in 

the flight path of the Burlington International 

Airport, but think about families and the homes 

that you'll be upsetting.  

Now, if it's necessary to relocate people, 

it was your decision to build a house in the 

flight path of an active airport.  Since 9/11, 

our world has changed.  My world has changed.  

My brothers and sisters in uniforms' world has 

changed.  We need a better aircraft than what we 

have.  What we are flying is hand-me-down 

aircraft from the Air Force.  Give Burlington a 

chance.  We've already showed our colors with 

being in theater, myself four times, with our 

F-16s and our mission capable rates with 

25-year-old aircraft.  We can sustain that.  

There's sacrifices to be made on both sides.  

Keep that in mind.  There's two schools of 

thought.  With that I say please take a more 

objective approach and a more rational decision 

when you decide either pro or con the F-35A.  

Thank you.
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THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Brian Lamothe and 

then Larry Walker.  

BRIAN LAMOTHE:  My name is Brian Lamothe.  

L A M O T H E.  I'm a long resident of City of 

Winooski born and raised.  Still live in the 

same house that I was born in for the last 52 

years.  From the end of the runway it's just 

about exactly one mile.  I have witnessed all of 

the flights all of my life.  I am in definite 

support of the F-35A.  I've raised my three 

children who have all grown and moved on, all of 

which all three of them have at one time or 

another had Valedictorian states so there's no 

ill effects of the noise.  It has never been an 

issue with any of them growing up as to being 

woken up or whatever of any of that sort.  

From my earliest recollections of the 

F-102s, the F-4s, growing up, the F-102s back 

when they used to break the sound barrier over 

our heads and with the Plattsburgh Air Force 

base and the B-52s that would come over and do 

touch and goes, the KC-135s, the C-5As that 

would fly over, I feel very strongly with the 
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fact that the F-35 has nowhere near the noise 

factor to which those older planes exhibited and 

I -- that's it.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Larry 

Walker.  Then Steve Terry.

LARRY WALKER:  I'm Larry Walker.  W A L K E 

R.  I'm a third generation Vermonter.  I lived 

in Winooski for the first ten years of my life 

in the flower shop block right next to the 

bridge.  You don't get in line with a flight 

path any more than that.  I now live in St. 

George.  I'm on the southern approach.  For me, 

noise is a way of life.  I came here tonight in 

support of the Air Guard getting a F-35 

aircraft.  Some people complain about additional 

noise.  Multiple civilians at the Environmental 

Impact Study at Hill Air Force Base who have 

personally heard both aircraft flying together 

are on record as saying the difference was 

imperceptible.  For those of you who don't think 

the Air Guard doesn't need new aircraft, I ask 

you, are you still driving an '86 car.  Let me 

ask you a question.  Do you buy insurance?  Why?  
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fact that the F-35 has nowhere near the noise 

factor to which those older planes exhibited and 

I -- that's it.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Larry 

Walker.  Then Steve Terry.

LARRY WALKER:  I'm Larry Walker.  W A L K E 

R.  I'm a third generation Vermonter.  I lived 

in Winooski for the first ten years of my life 

in the flower shop block right next to the 

bridge.  You don't get in line with a flight 

path any more than that.  I now live in St. 

George.  I'm on the southern approach.  For me, 

noise is a way of life.  I came here tonight in 

support of the Air Guard getting a F-35 

aircraft.  Some people complain about additional 

noise.  Multiple civilians at the Environmental 

Impact Study at Hill Air Force Base who have 

personally heard both aircraft flying together 

are on record as saying the difference was 

imperceptible.  For those of you who don't think 

the Air Guard doesn't need new aircraft, I ask 

you, are you still driving an '86 car.  Let me 

ask you a question.  Do you buy insurance?  Why?  
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In the event something happens you want to be 

covered.  Well, folks, let's get some updated 

coverage.  Everybody seems to have covered the 

financial aspect of this.  The current rate of 

unemployment according to Vermont Department of 

Labor for March of 4.2.  There are currently 

4800 people unemployed in the Burlington/South 

Burlington area.  650 or more on the 

unemployment raises that to 5450.  If 650 to 

1000 people hit the streets because of 

unemployment, that raises the rate to a minimum 

of 17.5 percent.  You have to ask yourself is 

the loss of Air Guard worth six minutes of noise 

a day.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Steve 

Terry and Sophie Quest.

STEVE TERRY:  Good evening, Colonel.  My 

name is Steve Terry.  T E R R Y.  And I'm 

speaking here this evening as Chairman of the 

Board of Directors of the Greater Burlington 

Industrial Corporation.  GBIC has been serving 

as a catalyst for economic opportunity in 

Chittenden County since 1954 and, frankly, its 
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In the event something happens you want to be 

covered.  Well, folks, let's get some updated 

coverage.  Everybody seems to have covered the 

financial aspect of this.  The current rate of 

unemployment according to Vermont Department of 

Labor for March of 4.2.  There are currently 

4800 people unemployed in the Burlington/South 

Burlington area.  650 or more on the 

unemployment raises that to 5450.  If 650 to 

1000 people hit the streets because of 

unemployment, that raises the rate to a minimum 

of 17.5 percent.  You have to ask yourself is 

the loss of Air Guard worth six minutes of noise 

a day.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Steve 

Terry and Sophie Quest.

STEVE TERRY:  Good evening, Colonel.  My 

name is Steve Terry.  T E R R Y.  And I'm 

speaking here this evening as Chairman of the 

Board of Directors of the Greater Burlington 

Industrial Corporation.  GBIC has been serving 

as a catalyst for economic opportunity in 

Chittenden County since 1954 and, frankly, its 
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mission is to help to create but retain 

sustainable jobs.  Now, I'm here this evening to 

speak on behalf of the GBIC and speak of our 

strong support for basing the new F-35 in this 

area.  

Now, there is a very strong reason that we 

support this.  Much has been said of the value 

of the Vermont Air National Guard, and I don't 

need to add my compliments to their great work.  

However, we do know one thing, and when I was 

here earlier this evening and I saw on your 

timetable there was an action that said perhaps 

out of this will come no action, and no action 

in the judgment of GBIC is a real, candidly, 

disaster for this region of Vermont.  We need 

this economic base.  It is part of why we have 

such a strong quality of life, and, frankly, 

having a good job is all about a quality of 

life.  I am also impressed by the fact in the 

EIS that there will be less takeoffs and overall 

on the scale perhaps less pollution.  Now, that 

is something we should think about.  And 

obviously, it's been mentioned about the jobs we 
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have, the current payroll, but if we are going 

to prosper, and that's what Vermonters want to 

do, and we do it in a balanced way, we are going 

to need to invest in new technology.  So once 

again, on behalf of the GBIC, we would urge you 

to select Vermont as your and our new base.  

Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Sophie Quest and 

then Jane Pizzagalli.  

SOPHIE QUEST:  Sophie Quest.  South 

Burlington resident.  Q U E S T.  This gentleman 

referred to some important information that we 

have not heard here yet tonight.  He talks about 

the fact that there are going to be fewer 

flights of the F-35.  In this wonderful, I can 

hardly lift it, EIS here, what they say is that 

the fact that there are going to be fewer 

flights is completely offset by the fact that 

the flights are going to be 7 to 17 decibels 

noisier.  Nobody said that yet tonight.  And 

then further, what they're saying there is 

further talked about when they talk about, well, 

if you've looked at all the maps, first of all, 
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have, the current payroll, but if we are going 

to prosper, and that's what Vermonters want to 

do, and we do it in a balanced way, we are going 

to need to invest in new technology.  So once 

again, on behalf of the GBIC, we would urge you 

to select Vermont as your and our new base.  

Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Sophie Quest and 

then Jane Pizzagalli.  

SOPHIE QUEST:  Sophie Quest.  South 

Burlington resident.  Q U E S T.  This gentleman 

referred to some important information that we 

have not heard here yet tonight.  He talks about 

the fact that there are going to be fewer 

flights of the F-35.  In this wonderful, I can 

hardly lift it, EIS here, what they say is that 

the fact that there are going to be fewer 

flights is completely offset by the fact that 

the flights are going to be 7 to 17 decibels 

noisier.  Nobody said that yet tonight.  And 

then further, what they're saying there is 

further talked about when they talk about, well, 

if you've looked at all the maps, first of all, 
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the baseline maps that they say the F-16 is 

doing right now, has not been, is not in the 

airport map, it's not been in any of our other 

maps.  It's much larger and so what they are 

saying is that the 65 decibel zone which our 

federal government and Air Force says is 

incompatible for residents, schools and 

hospitals, that zone includes Chamberlain School 

and St. Michael's College.  It includes two 

churches and 7 neighborhoods.  So presumably, 

all of those are ready to be torn down right 

now.  Then right there it says that if the F-35 

comes because the flight zone is much further 

and this is why the Winooski people are here.  

It's much further on both ends.  Three more 

schools will be ready to be affected as in 

demolished, five more churches and all of 

downtown Winooski.  They're talking about 

decreased operations, and, therefore, things are 

going to be better.  So because they say, well, 

north to south is going to be much worse but 

they say that the F-16s east to west 

approximately are worse right now.  So what they 
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say is that, for instance, Chamberlain School 

with the F-16 is at 70 decibels.  Definitely to 

be condemned.  And it will go down with the F-35 

because there are fewer flights to 68 decibels 

still to be condemned.  Same with St. Michael's.  

But they do declare that it's a much greater 

effect on the three more schools, five more 

churches and all of downtown Winooski.  This is 

incredibly confusing for everybody that lives in 

those neighborhoods, and I did walk through all 

those neighbors in the past two weeks.  

Beautiful neighborhoods.  The children are 

playing, they're, they're comfortable.  People 

have beautiful gardens.  All of these people 

have to begin wondering is my home going to be 

in a zone where homes are going to be torn down?  

Everybody's reading about all the problems right 

now with the homes that are in those zones where 

some people don't want to move out, some people 

are not being invited to be bought out by the 

airport, and they're worried about the empty 

homes that they're living next to.  Everybody 

has to wonder all the way down to Patcham Road 
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and down to Winooski and all of Country Club 

Estates, all of these people have to begin 

wondering is my home going to be torn down?  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Jane 

Pizzagalli.  I hope I got that right.  Then 

Chris Carrigan.

JOHN PIZZAGALLI:  It's John.  Otherwise you 

had it right.  My name is John Pizzagalli.  I'm 

a Board member like Mr. Terry of the Greater 

Burlington Industrial Corporation.  I was born 

and raised in South Burlington.  I attended 

South Burlington High School right here.  

Graduated from the University of Vermont.  One 

of the largest unsong economic drivers in the 

Burlington area is our unusually vibrant 

aviation community.  This community includes 

pilots, avionic and power plant technicians, air 

traffic controllers, host of related aviation 

professionals and knowledgeable professionals.  

Similar to Vermont's thriving community of high 

tech industries being anchored by certain large 

employers in the areas such as IBM, Burlington's 

thriving aviation community is largely anchored 
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and down to Winooski and all of Country Club 

Estates, all of these people have to begin 

wondering is my home going to be torn down?  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Jane 

Pizzagalli.  I hope I got that right.  Then 

Chris Carrigan.

JOHN PIZZAGALLI:  It's John.  Otherwise you 

had it right.  My name is John Pizzagalli.  I'm 

a Board member like Mr. Terry of the Greater 

Burlington Industrial Corporation.  I was born 

and raised in South Burlington.  I attended 

South Burlington High School right here.  

Graduated from the University of Vermont.  One 

of the largest unsong economic drivers in the 

Burlington area is our unusually vibrant 

aviation community.  This community includes 

pilots, avionic and power plant technicians, air 

traffic controllers, host of related aviation 

professionals and knowledgeable professionals.  

Similar to Vermont's thriving community of high 

tech industries being anchored by certain large 

employers in the areas such as IBM, Burlington's 

thriving aviation community is largely anchored 
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by the National Guard and its 1100 employees.  

One thing not mentioned in the report that 

I could find, since military fighter aircraft 

make up only 5 percent of Burlington Airport's 

flight activity, recent adaptation of quieter 

more efficient high bypass engines on passenger 

airliners may make outside improvement to 

overall noise profile of the over 70,000 flight 

operations of the airport each year.  Vast 

majority of Burlington's arrival and departures 

have actually gotten quieter and will continue 

to do so as the natural tension between airports 

and residents attempting to occupy the same 

space translate into market demand for ever 

quieter and more efficient aircraft of all 

stripes.  The map that Mr. Etherton mentioned 

earlier that he hadn't seen, it would be nice to 

see how these lines are drawn, where the 

boundaries are made, it would be nice to see how 

the airport has evolved from a noise perspective 

over the years and how I believe that impact 

would have shrunk.  I do not view them any 

benefits of the F-35 program.  The many benefits 
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that the program represents to Burlington 

through the biased lens of my love of aviation 

as a hobby or it's not clouded by the nostalgia 

of the undeniable positive role aviation has 

played in building this country into the great 

democracy it is.  Rather, I lend my unequivocal 

support of the F-35 program as a lifelong 

resident and contributor to this community and 

through the very clear understanding that the 

economic health of this region is as firmly tied 

to a healthy airport and vibrant community of 

aviation professionals as it is to a healthy 

university, a teaching hospital or healthy 

tourism industry.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Carrigan and then David Provost.

CHRIS CARRIGAN:  Chris Carrigan.  That's C 

A R R I G A N, and I'm here representing myself 

and as a South Burlington resident living very 

close to the airport.  I'm also the VP of 

Business Development with the Vermont Chamber of 

Commerce, the statewide chamber.  I also manage 

the Vermont Chambers Aerospace and Aviation 
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that the program represents to Burlington 

through the biased lens of my love of aviation 

as a hobby or it's not clouded by the nostalgia 

of the undeniable positive role aviation has 

played in building this country into the great 

democracy it is.  Rather, I lend my unequivocal 

support of the F-35 program as a lifelong 

resident and contributor to this community and 

through the very clear understanding that the 

economic health of this region is as firmly tied 

to a healthy airport and vibrant community of 

aviation professionals as it is to a healthy 

university, a teaching hospital or healthy 

tourism industry.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Carrigan and then David Provost.

CHRIS CARRIGAN:  Chris Carrigan.  That's C 

A R R I G A N, and I'm here representing myself 

and as a South Burlington resident living very 

close to the airport.  I'm also the VP of 

Business Development with the Vermont Chamber of 

Commerce, the statewide chamber.  I also manage 

the Vermont Chambers Aerospace and Aviation 
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Association also known as VAAA in partnership 

with Vermont Senator Patrick Leahy who serves as 

our Honorary VAAA Chair and Brian Dubie who 

serves as our VAAA Chair and has honorably 

served the state as our 78th Vermont Lieutenant 

Governor.

VAAA has diligently worked to support and 

promote the assignment of the F-35 to the Air 

National Guard based in Burlington, Vermont.  

Highlights to date include the top reasons to 

base the F-35 VAAA event that we had at Heritage 

Aviation in 2010.  We also had an aerospace and 

aviation proclamation, and I also want to note 

the General Assembly's Joint Resolution 51, both 

of which support the assignment of the F-35 to 

the Vermont Air National Guard.  To date the 

Vermont Air National Guard has been identified 

as one of two preferred operational alternative 

operational bases which is a distinguished 

honor.  In addition to the economic reasons 

which have already been highlighted tonight 

including the 1100 jobs, $53 million payroll, 

the 2.5 million in fire and rescue services 
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which by the way represents 14 percent of the 

airport's budget.  I also want to note the 

27,000 per drill weekend revenue, the 50,000 per 

month mission training revenue as well as the 

economic livelihood of Vermont employers and 

their employees across the state that are 

manufacturing part and components for the F-35 

platform.  As was noted earlier, too, in 

assuming a full buildout Vermont will benefit 

with additional job and payroll impact.  173 

direct jobs.  That's 24 million indirect 

dollars.  485 indirect jobs.  That's 27 million 

in indirect dollars.  

Regarding noise mitigation points, the new 

F-35s would fly fewer closed patterns overall, 

thereby reducing total air field operations.  No 

new airspace would be established.  No flying 

between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. would be planned.  

The F-35s would fly more time and higher 

altitudes than the legacy F-16s and most 

importantly, this would be an operational base 

as opposed to a training base.  So for all of 

these reasons, the Vermont Chamber of Commerce 
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and the VAAA, Vermont Aerospace and Aviation 

Association, support the assignment of the F-35 

to the Vermont Air National Guard.  For all of 

these reasons, and as a resident of South 

Burlington living very close to the airport, I 

personally and strongly support the effort to 

assign the F-35 to the Vermont Air National 

Guard.  Thank you for your time and 

consideration.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  David 

Provost.  Bill Data.  Roger Bourassa.  Our next 

speaker.

ROGER BOURASSA:  Good evening.  My name is 

Roger Bourassa.  B O U R A S S A.  I'm a 

resident of Colchester, native of Winooski.  I 

am a retired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel, 

formally a crew member with the Vermont Air 

Guard and I oppose the basing of the F-35 here 

in Burlington.  Most of my comments have been 

covered by others and out of respect for the 

process, I will submit my comments in writing.  

Thank you.  Thank you sir.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Brad Aldrich.  Next 
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and the VAAA, Vermont Aerospace and Aviation 

Association, support the assignment of the F-35 

to the Vermont Air National Guard.  For all of 

these reasons, and as a resident of South 

Burlington living very close to the airport, I 

personally and strongly support the effort to 

assign the F-35 to the Vermont Air National 

Guard.  Thank you for your time and 

consideration.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  David 

Provost.  Bill Data.  Roger Bourassa.  Our next 

speaker.

ROGER BOURASSA:  Good evening.  My name is 

Roger Bourassa.  B O U R A S S A.  I'm a 

resident of Colchester, native of Winooski.  I 

am a retired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel, 

formally a crew member with the Vermont Air 

Guard and I oppose the basing of the F-35 here 

in Burlington.  Most of my comments have been 

covered by others and out of respect for the 

process, I will submit my comments in writing.  

Thank you.  Thank you sir.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Brad Aldrich.  Next 
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speaker after that will be Joe, looks like 

Carton.  

BRAD ALDRICH:  It's Brad Aldrich, A L D R I  

C H.  Most of my good points were plagiarized 

already tonight so I can't repeat them.  Couple 

things I would like to point out.  I am a 

professional engineer, water resource engineer, 

working in Essex Junction, Vermont.  I read 

environmental information statements all the 

time.  One thing you find is as an engineer is 

that there's no one silver bullet or one obvious 

solution.  Everything is always some compromise 

in one form or another and we've heard that 

tonight.  I think both sides have very well 

expressed their viewpoints on both sides.  

When I was thinking about what I was going 

to say tonight, and I do support the F-35A, I 

was thinking back to a time about five years ago 

when I had the honor of representing a national 

engineering society and traveled throughout the 

U.S. talking to different engineering firms and 

different engineering societies.  I remember in 

one midwest community almost identically the 
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speaker after that will be Joe, looks like 

Carton.  

BRAD ALDRICH:  It's Brad Aldrich, A L D R I  

C H.  Most of my good points were plagiarized 

already tonight so I can't repeat them.  Couple 

things I would like to point out.  I am a 

professional engineer, water resource engineer, 

working in Essex Junction, Vermont.  I read 

environmental information statements all the 

time.  One thing you find is as an engineer is 

that there's no one silver bullet or one obvious 

solution.  Everything is always some compromise 

in one form or another and we've heard that 

tonight.  I think both sides have very well 

expressed their viewpoints on both sides.  

When I was thinking about what I was going 

to say tonight, and I do support the F-35A, I 

was thinking back to a time about five years ago 

when I had the honor of representing a national 

engineering society and traveled throughout the 

U.S. talking to different engineering firms and 

different engineering societies.  I remember in 

one midwest community almost identically the 
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same size as Burlington I went to this one mixer 

meeting people.  Talked to the first person, he 

was in the Air Force, he worked for XYZ base.  I 

talked with another guy, he was a civilian 

worker working for the Air Force at ABC base and 

I said that's weird, two bases in the same area, 

and then little while later I talked to a third 

person, sure enough, citizen contractor working 

for an Air Force base and a third base and I 

said how is this possible?  He takes a piece of 

paper, puts a dot in the middle, draws a circle 

around it and says there's a 50-mile radius.  We 

have five ICBM bases around our city.  Now, 

three of those have been disbanded since then, 

but I think about that and I think about what 

they have lived with, what they were frankly 

proud of because they recognized they were part 

of the solution, and I think that we need to do 

the same thing.  Absolutely, the sound is a 

compromise.  It's not something we'd like to do, 

but I think it's our job to do it.  I think 

we've got to be responsible and take our share 

of the defense and I fully support the F-35.  
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Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Carton and then Chris Lamothe.  

JOE CARTON:  Good evening.  My name is Joe 

Carton, C A R T O N.  I'm the General Manager of 

the Courtyard Burlington Harbor and a resident 

of Essex Junction.  I do support the F-35 

located in Burlington, Vermont.  It seems to me 

that the concerns of the public with respect to 

noise, they make a lot of sense that we should 

look at ways to mitigate any opportunity to 

reduce that noise, and I think that would be a 

respectful thing to do, but I also think the 

economic benefits have been well-documented, 

and certainly from a tourist industry and a 

hotel industry, that this would be a huge 

benefit as well.  So thank you for your time.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Chris 

Lamothe and then Mike Lambin, I think.  

CHRIS LAMOTHE:  Chris Lamothe, that's 

spelled L A M O T H E.  I'm a resident of 

Winooski, all my life born and raised there.  

Long memories of F-102s, F-4s being very loud, 
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Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Carton and then Chris Lamothe.  

JOE CARTON:  Good evening.  My name is Joe 

Carton, C A R T O N.  I'm the General Manager of 

the Courtyard Burlington Harbor and a resident 

of Essex Junction.  I do support the F-35 

located in Burlington, Vermont.  It seems to me 

that the concerns of the public with respect to 

noise, they make a lot of sense that we should 

look at ways to mitigate any opportunity to 

reduce that noise, and I think that would be a 

respectful thing to do, but I also think the 

economic benefits have been well-documented, 

and certainly from a tourist industry and a 

hotel industry, that this would be a huge 

benefit as well.  So thank you for your time.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Chris 

Lamothe and then Mike Lambin, I think.  

CHRIS LAMOTHE:  Chris Lamothe, that's 

spelled L A M O T H E.  I'm a resident of 

Winooski, all my life born and raised there.  

Long memories of F-102s, F-4s being very loud, 
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Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Carton and then Chris Lamothe.  

JOE CARTON:  Good evening.  My name is Joe 

Carton, C A R T O N.  I'm the General Manager of 

the Courtyard Burlington Harbor and a resident 

of Essex Junction.  I do support the F-35 

located in Burlington, Vermont.  It seems to me 

that the concerns of the public with respect to 

noise, they make a lot of sense that we should 

look at ways to mitigate any opportunity to 

reduce that noise, and I think that would be a 

respectful thing to do, but I also think the 

economic benefits have been well-documented, 

and certainly from a tourist industry and a 

hotel industry, that this would be a huge 

benefit as well.  So thank you for your time.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Chris 

Lamothe and then Mike Lambin, I think.  

CHRIS LAMOTHE:  Chris Lamothe, that's 

spelled L A M O T H E.  I'm a resident of 

Winooski, all my life born and raised there.  

Long memories of F-102s, F-4s being very loud, 
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flying overhead, and it didn't seem to affect me 

much, I don't think.  I live close to St. Mike's 

so I hear the F-16s run up at the end of the 

runway quite a bit.  So to one of the previous 

speaker's points regarding the sound as they're 

powering up at the end of the runway, it could 

be possible that something could be done about 

that, be it deflectors at the end of the runway 

to deflect the sound up.  That's possible.  But 

as far as some of the speakers' point in regards 

to having to tear down neighborhoods because the 

sound is so loud that's -- I just don't think 

that's based in reality.  You know.  We all live 

in these communities and for a few minutes of 

noise at the end of the day, at the end of the 

days, I don't think it's going to adversely 

affect our kids or whatever.  One of the 

speakers earlier has the day care in Williston, 

and he spoke very clearly of it not affecting 

his kids much at all, and I tend to agree with 

that.  So I'm in favor of the F-35 being based 

here and hope it happens.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  This is 
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THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Brian Cavanaugh.  

And then it's Steve Work or Mark.  I can't make 

it out so -- 

BRIAN CAVANAUGH:  My name is Brian Cavanagh 

spelled C A V A N A G H.  I'm here representing 

the Edlund Company which is based in Burlington, 

Vermont.  We are a supporter of basing the F-35 

aircraft at the Vermont Air National Guard base 

in South Burlington.  The Edlund Company 

supported the United States veterans for over 60 

years, including supporting the Vermont Air 

National Guard.  We've employed veterans and 

Guard members that have served our country 

through every major conflict since World War II.  

We understand the value that veterans and the 

National Guard members bring to local businesses 

through their training and experience as well as 

being valuable community members.  National 

Guard members play a very positive role in the 

region with their contribution to Vermont 

communities including local neighborhoods, 

school boards and volunteer organizations.  

In addition, the economic benefits that the 
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Air Guard contributes are significant; both as a 

major employer in the state and as a local 

business that provides much needed economic 

stimulus to northwestern Vermont.  The Vermont 

Air National Guard enjoys a strong and wonderful 

reputation with Vermonters for being essential 

First Responders when disaster strikes at home.  

Prime example is when Hurricane Irene hit 

Vermont last year.  Vermont Air Guard was quick 

on the scene in many Vermont towns with rescue 

equipment, medical supplies and much needed 

manpower.  These are all positive socioeconomic 

benefits that the Guard brings.  

The Edlund Company is also affected by the 

noise of the Burlington airport, but we see it 

as a small inconvenience compared to the much 

benefits that the Guard brings.  We strongly 

support the Vermont Air National Guard and 

welcome the F-35s to Vermont and continue the 

very proud tradition that the Air Guard began in 

1946.  We look forward to continuing in this 

tradition for many decades to come.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Our 
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next speaker after this one will be Juliet Buck.

STEVEN WORK:  Good evening.  My name is 

Steven Work.  I'm here to enthusiastically 

support the F-35 program on behalf of Vermont 

Gas.  Last name is spelled W O R K.  Thank you.  

Thank you for convening this.  

Much has been said tonight about the 

economic benefits of a program such as the F-35, 

what it will do for Vermont and in particular 

this region.  Also and very importantly, 

although it's been said, we'll say it again, 

it's critical and crucial that we support our 

troops by giving then the very best equipment 

that they have, but what I think is also 

important is how Vermont has been an 

environmental leader.  Over ten years ago the 

Governor's Climate Change Commission worked 

tirelessly.  Many people, some have been in this 

room, and have identified core issues that have 

also reached across the world when it comes to 

climate change, and in particular focusing on 

carbon and ways to reduce carbon and emissions, 

and I think it's notable in particular the EIS 
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that that comments that in Scenarios 1 and 2, 

reduction of carbon, nox and particulates in 

particular are reduced in those two scenarios.  

So much has been said tonight and appreciate the 

opportunity again, we strongly support the F-35 

and believe that it comports with the 

environmental necessities of reducing carbon 

emissions.  Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Juliet 

Buck.  And then Pete Cremier.

JULIET BUCK:  This EIS makes official a 

truth that has long been suspected that many of 

our homes have been rendered uninhabitable by 

FAA standards, not because we don't like noise 

but by FAA standards, due to the noise produced 

by the commercial and military activity at the 

airport.  This is no longer debatable and no 

amount of crying NIMBY and casting aspersions 

upon people's patriotism can change what we all 

know now.  The only entity who might possibly be 

willing to buy many of our homes is the FAA.  

Ironically, this has only come to light because 

the Air Force wants to bring even louder planes 
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that that comments that in Scenarios 1 and 2, 

reduction of carbon, nox and particulates in 

particular are reduced in those two scenarios.  

So much has been said tonight and appreciate the 

opportunity again, we strongly support the F-35 

and believe that it comports with the 

environmental necessities of reducing carbon 

emissions.  Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Juliet 

Buck.  And then Pete Cremier.

JULIET BUCK:  This EIS makes official a 

truth that has long been suspected that many of 

our homes have been rendered uninhabitable by 

FAA standards, not because we don't like noise 

but by FAA standards, due to the noise produced 

by the commercial and military activity at the 

airport.  This is no longer debatable and no 

amount of crying NIMBY and casting aspersions 

upon people's patriotism can change what we all 

know now.  The only entity who might possibly be 

willing to buy many of our homes is the FAA.  

Ironically, this has only come to light because 

the Air Force wants to bring even louder planes 

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

136

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-368

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Cummings
Highlight

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO135

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
LU-1

Ratliff
Typewritten Text

Ratliff
Line



here.  Planes three times louder.  You might 

think the official response to this news would 

be swift and vigorous hell, no, you can't bring 

a louder plane here.  You are making way too 

much noise already.  This hasn't happened.  To 

my knowledge, three of the five councilors have 

actually looked at the report, and one South 

Burlington City Councilor is by her own 

admission so completely credulous of the VTANG 

that she voted against allowing the EIS to be 

discussed at all.  Words can be said for the 

South Burlington state representatives because 

as of the last legislative forum, none of them 

had read the report and yet all of them continue 

to support bringing the F-35 here.  The response 

by some of our so-called leaders begs the 

question what allows a person entrusted with the 

protection and improvement of their community to 

be gleeful in the contemplation of the literal 

destruction of an entire neighborhood and its 

school along with reducing home values and 

quality of life for thousands of its citizens.  

How much is noise remediation going to cost for 
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the homes that aren't bulldozed, assuming there 

might actually be some remediation.  How long 

will condemned homes remain vacant.  Will there 

be beefed up policing of these areas to prevent 

theft and squatting and drug dealing, all of 

which is happening in the abandoned homes that 

the FAA has already purchased.  What about the 

loss of value for the homes that remain.  Has 

the City thought about the implications of home 

destruction devaluation on property tax 

revenues?  These are questions that require 

intense vetting before anyone supports this.  

Only the best for our boys goes the adage.  

This is totally nonsensical when applied to the 

F-35.  Because of its deep technical flaws, 

corruption and enormous cost, it actually 

deprives our soldiers of what they need to do 

their jobs and to go on to live happy lives 

after service.  These programs are designed to 

enrich weapons contractors, not to build useful 

weapons so patting ourselves on the back for our 

patriotism by spending $1.4 trillion on the F-35 

then crying poverty when it comes to adequate 

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

138

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-370

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO135

Ratliff
Typewritten Text
SO-1

Ratliff
Line



health care for veterans is sick.  

Lastly, far from being a badge of honor, 

welcoming the F-35 to Burlington will mark the 

beginning of a long slump into infamy having 

hitched our wagon to one of the greatest 

boondoggles in American military history.  Given 

a full appreciation of the facts, we cannot 

allow our community to be razed to make way for 

such a program.  Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  David 

Ross.

DAVID ROSS:  My name is David Ross.  I'm 

supposed to be retired.  I still work 60, 70 

hours a week and I just work for Veterans for 

Peace, and I don't get paid and I like it.  I'm 

an alumni of this august institution.  I 

volunteered twice.  I toured two tours in 

Vietnam with the first infantry division of Big 

Red 1 or to those of us who did the fighting and 

dying, Bloody Red.  I was a medic.  No.  You 

can't imagine.  People talk about the 

airplane -- okay.  We're going to back up on a 

little bit.  On your way out of here you're 
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health care for veterans is sick.  

Lastly, far from being a badge of honor, 

welcoming the F-35 to Burlington will mark the 

beginning of a long slump into infamy having 

hitched our wagon to one of the greatest 

boondoggles in American military history.  Given 

a full appreciation of the facts, we cannot 

allow our community to be razed to make way for 

such a program.  Thank you.  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  David 

Ross.

DAVID ROSS:  My name is David Ross.  I'm 

supposed to be retired.  I still work 60, 70 

hours a week and I just work for Veterans for 

Peace, and I don't get paid and I like it.  I'm 

an alumni of this august institution.  I 

volunteered twice.  I toured two tours in 

Vietnam with the first infantry division of Big 

Red 1 or to those of us who did the fighting and 

dying, Bloody Red.  I was a medic.  No.  You 

can't imagine.  People talk about the 

airplane -- okay.  We're going to back up on a 

little bit.  On your way out of here you're 
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going to see what used to be the Vietnam 

Veterans Center.  Now it's a Veterans Center in 

Williston.  That came out of work I did with Jim 

Jeffords.  I know a lot about posttraumatic 

stress.  In fact, Vietnam syndrome as it was 

called by the American College of Psychiatry.  

Left-wing politically motivated psychobabble. 

It's now world recognized.  Also, I mean it was 

not only the first one in the country and that's 

because Jim and I got the legislature through 

with help of Diane Slayton on the shoulders of 

Robert Lipton and many others who did the 

research.  Nobody's talking about that in terms 

of environmental impact.  There are a lot of 

things that I'm not about to even attempt to 

explain posttraumatic stress in under three 

minutes.  I will say that the loud noises, 

particularly aircraft, backfires, gunshots can 

be a trigger to set off episodes ranging from 

mildly serious anxiety to outright psychotic 

breaks where they're called flashbacks.  You 

know, I heard in amazement in someone out of the 

Vet Center.  Oh, yeah, and the National Center 
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for Posttraumatic Studies is in White River 

Junction.  This is all out of this so I know a 

lot.  I'm current with the literature.  

One person said yeah, man, but it's the 

sound of freedom.  Well, to me it's the sound of 

crispy critters.  Well, what the hell are crispy 

critters.  That's after like a napalm run in 

Vietnam and then you go into the village and 

it's all burned people.  You know what happens 

when you burn people with jellied gasoline?  

They go snap, crackle and pop, but it's a lot 

louder than Rice Krispies in milk.  You won't 

sleep at night.  That and everything else you 

see.  So you've got a lot of Veterans in this 

area so you want to talk about your little blue 

ribbons and all of that or yellow ribbons, and 

no, most of those are very, politely cordial.  

Don't tell me welcome home.  I didn't come home.  

Not the kid that went over there.  So yeah, I've 

got a lot of anger about what war does to people 

and to civilians because for every one of us 

that gets it, about a dozen civilians get it.  

So you want to be thinking about what these 
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airplanes busting over the neighborhood is going 

to do to some of the people you supposedly care 

a lot about.  

The other thing and I'm going to run 

through this because everybody else went off 

message on this.  You can go on Youtube and find 

a clip done by Lockheed and they find what to 

hell this airplane.  It's not going out after 

backfire and Bear bombers coming in on the 

failsafe line.  They're real clear about it.  It 

is a stealth, long-range deep penetration attack 

bomber.  Not fighter.  It leaves in its wake 

hair, teeth and eyeballs.  This thing has 

nothing to go with defending you.  It is one of 

the biggest military corporate welfare 

boondoggles this country has ever seen and you 

want to talk about the damn jobs?  Go do your 

research.  You will find that dollar for dollar 

you get less jobs out of military spending than 

any other sector in this country.  Now, I'm 

going to finish with this sentence.  I want you 

to think outside the box.  Get that vision of 

America.  What to hell do you want to leave your 
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kids for a future.  Personally, the money's 

there.  I don't want to see kids saddled for the 

rest of their life with college debts and 

promises of jobs that never materialize and they 

can't go bankrupt.  We can afford the health 

care, we can afford the education, we can afford 

the infrastructure.  If you're going to have 

welfare, at least spend the money somewhere it's 

going to create a lot more jobs than it will in 

the military sector, yeah, these people were 

highly trained and I honor them totally and I 

think their jobs will be secure.  They may get 

shifted around, but hey, that's military life.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  If we can stay to 

the three minutes though.  Don Rendall.  And 

then David Bradbury.  

DON RENDALL:  My name is Don Rendall.  R E 

N D A L L.  Thank you for the opportunity to 

make these comments.  I'm privileged to be a 

neighbor of the airport and the Vermont Air 

National Guard.  We live just over a mile south 

of the airport complex.  We've been there for 19 

years, and I hope to live there for another 19.  
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kids for a future.  Personally, the money's 

there.  I don't want to see kids saddled for the 

rest of their life with college debts and 

promises of jobs that never materialize and they 

can't go bankrupt.  We can afford the health 

care, we can afford the education, we can afford 

the infrastructure.  If you're going to have 

welfare, at least spend the money somewhere it's 

going to create a lot more jobs than it will in 

the military sector, yeah, these people were 

highly trained and I honor them totally and I 

think their jobs will be secure.  They may get 

shifted around, but hey, that's military life.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  If we can stay to 

the three minutes though.  Don Rendall.  And 

then David Bradbury.  

DON RENDALL:  My name is Don Rendall.  R E 

N D A L L.  Thank you for the opportunity to 

make these comments.  I'm privileged to be a 

neighbor of the airport and the Vermont Air 

National Guard.  We live just over a mile south 

of the airport complex.  We've been there for 19 

years, and I hope to live there for another 19.  
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Based on the draft Environmental Impact 

Statement, I strongly support bringing the F-35 

program to Burlington.  Progress never comes 

without impacts.  The Air Force has done a 

exemplary job of transparently telling us what 

the facts are, what the opportunities are, what 

the challenges are.  They've done a fair job of 

mitigating the impacts on behalf of all of us 

who are neighbors to the airport.  I hope that 

we all take account of the fact that the VTANG 

project, the VTANG operations there take up 

about five percent of the flight traffic at the 

airport.  This project will be about 6 minutes a 

day.  It's important not to put all of the 

impact of a bustling commercial airport at the 

doorstep of the Vermont Air National Guard.  

It's part of our commitment to the common good 

to support this project for our community, for 

our region and for our common defense.  Thank 

you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  David 

Bradbury.  Michael Cassidy.  Gregory Everwood.  

Doug Brooks.  David C. Jones.  
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DAVID JONES:  My name is David Jones.  I 

live in Jericho, Vermont.  I'm a physician.  And 

I had typed some easily legible notes tonight 

but having heard so many people speak on it and 

trying to focus a little bit on the EIS I have 

handwritten notes so trust me about what they 

say about physician's handwriting.  I'm going to 

do my best.  

Since I was a little kid who grew up in a 

rural farming community in Pennsylvania once I'd 

gotten past the time when I wanted to live at 

home my whole life there were only two places I 

wanted to live.  One was on the beach somewhere.  

And the other was in Vermont.  I somehow saw 

back in the '70s the, '60s and '70s as I was 

growing up this bright shining environmental 

state in the sun.  It was green, people cared 

about the environment and conservationism.  And 

so when I was working at Yale and was offered 

opportunity to come onto the faculty of 

University of Vermont I thought I was quite 

privileged and I looked forward to the great 

quality of life we have up here.  So I'm 
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concerned about quality of life.  I compost, I 

raise chickens, I tap my maple trees.  I even 

purchased an electric car to cut down on fossil 

fuel use.  So I care.  But as an obstetrician 

and a perinatologist, I'm the Director of the 

Fetal Diagnostic Center at Fletcher Allen, I got 

to meet many Air Guard families and you know 

what?  They care about the environment, too.  

They care about hunting and fishing and hiking, 

and they cared about all the things that I cared 

about coming here.  

I have to admit that there are impacts from 

noise and they've affected me.  I've been at 

Pizza Putt and had to plug my ears from the 

noise when the jets took off but perhaps less 

facetiously, I have a conference room where I 

give many lectures to medical students and 

residents at departmental meetings where the 

window is set just right so when the jets take 

off in the morning at 9 o'clock and perhaps 

about 1 o'clock or so there is this loud noise 

that reflects off a concrete wall right in my 

window, and we have to stop for a few minutes so 
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I've had some of those impacts.  

But I believe that the quality of life and 

the environment should be interpreted broadly.  

For a good quality of life we need a vibrant 

economy, we need a broad tax base and we need a 

diverse community of individuals with different 

points of view, and there's a lot to be said for 

growing up where there are children in an area 

where they can actually meet men and women who 

serve their country in the military and see what 

that means for citizenship.  There are many ways 

to serve a community, but I think this is a good 

way for our kids to see that.  

So military jets make noise, they make 

pollution, there are tradeoffs, as many have 

said.  The EIS appears to show a decrease in the 

carbon footprint, and that's a good thing.  

There may be increase in noise in some areas.  

But what can I say?  I care about the 

environment.  I support many, many environmental 

organizations, and yet I strongly support 

bringing the F-35 here to Burlington.  I believe 

the tradeoffs which are involved as I perceive 
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them are a clearcut benefit and the negatives 

are far outweighed by the benefits for that few 

minutes of noise, 6 minutes we're told, I think 

it's well worth it.  Thank you for letting me 

present my views.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Urini Lintara?  

David Wortheim.  And then Paul Alecstein.  

DAVID WORTHEIM:  David Wortheim.  Last name 

spelled W O R T H E I M.  I'll touch on a point 

that other people haven't touched on so far this 

evening.  Environmental impact on wildlife.  

Anybody been to the airport lately and counted 

the amount of animals that are on the airport 

currently?  Either side can agree to this.  The 

animals aren't moving out.  They're moving in.  

We've got geese, moose, deer all occupying this 

area, and if there was a big problem I think 

they'd be bugging out instead of moving in.  

I live in Jericho, just like some of these 

other folks.  I'm a fifth generation Vermonter, 

my father was a veteran, I'm a Navy veteran.  I 

see more wildlife in Jericho now than I did when 

I was a child.  I want to reemphasize one of the 

NORTH COUNTRY COURT REPORTERS
40 South Main Street  

West Lebanon, New Hampshire  03784
(603)298-2987 tel (603)218-6633 fax (603)443-1157 cell

northcountrycr@aol.com

148

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

E-382

mailto:northcountrycr@aol.com
Ratliff
Typewritten Text
HO138



them are a clearcut benefit and the negatives 

are far outweighed by the benefits for that few 

minutes of noise, 6 minutes we're told, I think 

it's well worth it.  Thank you for letting me 

present my views.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Urini Lintara?  

David Wortheim.  And then Paul Alecstein.  

DAVID WORTHEIM:  David Wortheim.  Last name 

spelled W O R T H E I M.  I'll touch on a point 

that other people haven't touched on so far this 

evening.  Environmental impact on wildlife.  

Anybody been to the airport lately and counted 

the amount of animals that are on the airport 

currently?  Either side can agree to this.  The 

animals aren't moving out.  They're moving in.  

We've got geese, moose, deer all occupying this 

area, and if there was a big problem I think 

they'd be bugging out instead of moving in.  

I live in Jericho, just like some of these 

other folks.  I'm a fifth generation Vermonter, 

my father was a veteran, I'm a Navy veteran.  I 

see more wildlife in Jericho now than I did when 

I was a child.  I want to reemphasize one of the 
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points that Mr. Dusablon raised earlier.  Green 

Mountain Boys are the best in the nation.  

That's why these people are coming here.  That's 

why they're asking.  We have leadership.  

General Dubie has been picked to lead a higher 

place in this nation because he's a Green 

Mountain Boy.  Because he was here.  

I'll make one final point.  I'm not so much 

concerned about the noise that the airplanes are 

going to bring to this area.  I'm more concerned 

about the silence that will be provided if the 

Air National Guard ends up leaving.  Thank you.  

KURT CARTER:  Kurt Carter.  C A R T E R.  

I'll be brief.  There's still a pretty good 

stack there.  I've spent all of my career in 

economic development and environmental analysis 

and review over 40 years.  I have reviewed the 

Economic Impact Statement we're here to discuss 

tonight and I find it accurate and complete.  I 

know we've talked a lot about economic 

development impacts so I'm just going to take a 

little bit of tact on that if you bear with me 

for a minute.  Think of our regional or state 
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points that Mr. Dusablon raised earlier.  Green 

Mountain Boys are the best in the nation.  

That's why these people are coming here.  That's 

why they're asking.  We have leadership.  

General Dubie has been picked to lead a higher 

place in this nation because he's a Green 

Mountain Boy.  Because he was here.  

I'll make one final point.  I'm not so much 

concerned about the noise that the airplanes are 

going to bring to this area.  I'm more concerned 

about the silence that will be provided if the 

Air National Guard ends up leaving.  Thank you.  

KURT CARTER:  Kurt Carter.  C A R T E R.  

I'll be brief.  There's still a pretty good 

stack there.  I've spent all of my career in 

economic development and environmental analysis 

and review over 40 years.  I have reviewed the 

Economic Impact Statement we're here to discuss 

tonight and I find it accurate and complete.  I 

know we've talked a lot about economic 

development impacts so I'm just going to take a 

little bit of tact on that if you bear with me 

for a minute.  Think of our regional or state 
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economy for example as a bucket.  Economic 

bucket full of money.  When we buy bananas or 

shoes or gas for our cars or a zillion other 

things that are not made in Vermont, money 

leaves that bucket and goes out of state or out 

of the country to pay for those goods and 

services.  Our economy bucket is full of holes 

or leaks when that money goes out.  In order for 

our economy to stay viable and not run low on 

money we need to replenish the funds lost to 

bring new money into our state.  The Air 

National Guard payroll as we've heard tonight is 

going to put about $53 million dollars a year in 

payroll alone back into that bucket.  Basing the 

F-35 in Vermont is an opportunity, an economic 

development opportunity, too critical for us to 

miss.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Ken Boyd?  Then 

Henry Harder.  

KENNETH BOYD:  Good evening.  My name is 

Kenneth Boyd.  That's B O Y D.  I'll submit my 

comments in writing to the address that was 

given earlier.  Just wanted to add a couple of 
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economy for example as a bucket.  Economic 

bucket full of money.  When we buy bananas or 

shoes or gas for our cars or a zillion other 

things that are not made in Vermont, money 

leaves that bucket and goes out of state or out 

of the country to pay for those goods and 

services.  Our economy bucket is full of holes 

or leaks when that money goes out.  In order for 

our economy to stay viable and not run low on 

money we need to replenish the funds lost to 

bring new money into our state.  The Air 

National Guard payroll as we've heard tonight is 

going to put about $53 million dollars a year in 

payroll alone back into that bucket.  Basing the 

F-35 in Vermont is an opportunity, an economic 

development opportunity, too critical for us to 

miss.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Ken Boyd?  Then 

Henry Harder.  

KENNETH BOYD:  Good evening.  My name is 

Kenneth Boyd.  That's B O Y D.  I'll submit my 

comments in writing to the address that was 

given earlier.  Just wanted to add a couple of 
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things.  Two of them personal.  Our family owns 

a small service business in the Chittenden 

County area, and we are greatly impacted by the 

members of the Guard, their families, friends 

and that sort of thing who help support our 

business in some way along with the other 

residents of the Chittenden County area.  Along 

with that, I have two sons who serve in the 

Vermont National Guard and a nephew who serves 

in the Air National Guard, Vermont Air National 

Guard, and I'm very proud of their service.  We 

heard all of that said tonight about the 

economic impact and I can say that from a family 

standpoint our service business is impacted and 

would be impacted by that if the Guard were to 

suddenly not be present here.  From a personal 

standpoint, my own professional business, again, 

my office is right on the very end of the 

runway.  Literally on the end of the runway.  

F-16s and every commercial flight that goes in 

and out from the south goes right over the top 

of our building.  It's become a joke for all of 

us who work there and very good-natured one, I 
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might add.  We've learned to live with it and 

learned to deal with it.  I don't see that the 

F-35A is going to have any more significant 

impact on that.  I would have liked to have seen 

a little more presentation, but I realize that 

wasn't the purpose, and it's up to us to read 

that impact statement, but I think there are a 

lot of questions in that area so we have to take 

it upon ourselves to maybe dig into that.  My 

family and personally, we support the beddown of 

the F-35 here and we hope to see it soon in 

2015.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Henry 

Harder.  

HENRY HARDER:  Good evening.  My name is 

and Henry Harder.  That's H A R D ER.  Like we 

try harder.  Avis.  I'm from Shelburne, Vermont, 

and I've been in this local community for over 

30 years.  I have lived in Winooski and I've 

lived in Burlington.  The Air National Guard has 

been an outstanding neighbor, and they've gone 

great lengths to be that great neighbor.  Since 

from 1981 to 1986 the Guard flew the F-4C 
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might add.  We've learned to live with it and 

learned to deal with it.  I don't see that the 

F-35A is going to have any more significant 

impact on that.  I would have liked to have seen 

a little more presentation, but I realize that 

wasn't the purpose, and it's up to us to read 

that impact statement, but I think there are a 

lot of questions in that area so we have to take 

it upon ourselves to maybe dig into that.  My 

family and personally, we support the beddown of 

the F-35 here and we hope to see it soon in 

2015.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  Henry 

Harder.  

HENRY HARDER:  Good evening.  My name is 

and Henry Harder.  That's H A R D ER.  Like we 

try harder.  Avis.  I'm from Shelburne, Vermont, 

and I've been in this local community for over 

30 years.  I have lived in Winooski and I've 

lived in Burlington.  The Air National Guard has 

been an outstanding neighbor, and they've gone 

great lengths to be that great neighbor.  Since 

from 1981 to 1986 the Guard flew the F-4C 
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Phantom which was considerably louder than the 

current F-16.  Our communities thrived and grew 

during this time.  From 1986 to the current time 

while flying the F-16 the Air Guard has adjusted 

their operations to actually minimize the noise.  

I have full confidence that if the Guard is 

awarded the F-35A they will continue to be the 

neighbor that they have been and responsive to 

concerns of noise and adjust their operations as 

best they can to minimize that noise.  The sound 

of jet noise is the sound of freedom, and we 

welcome the F-35 here to Vermont.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  We have 

time for two more speakers.  Rebecca Padusky?  

And then Mr. Dan Feeney if he's here.  

REBECCA PADUSKY:  Good evening.  My name is 

Rebecca Padusky.  I'm here in support of the 

F-35.  I work right next to St. Michael's.  My 

office is not exactly on the flight path but 

darn close, and I think that the three to six 

minutes two times a day noise is something that 

is not going to have too much of an impact along 

with commercial traffic.  Also I do think it's 
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Phantom which was considerably louder than the 

current F-16.  Our communities thrived and grew 

during this time.  From 1986 to the current time 

while flying the F-16 the Air Guard has adjusted 

their operations to actually minimize the noise.  

I have full confidence that if the Guard is 

awarded the F-35A they will continue to be the 

neighbor that they have been and responsive to 

concerns of noise and adjust their operations as 

best they can to minimize that noise.  The sound 

of jet noise is the sound of freedom, and we 

welcome the F-35 here to Vermont.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  We have 

time for two more speakers.  Rebecca Padusky?  

And then Mr. Dan Feeney if he's here.  

REBECCA PADUSKY:  Good evening.  My name is 

Rebecca Padusky.  I'm here in support of the 

F-35.  I work right next to St. Michael's.  My 

office is not exactly on the flight path but 

darn close, and I think that the three to six 

minutes two times a day noise is something that 

is not going to have too much of an impact along 

with commercial traffic.  Also I do think it's 
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important, we've had people talk about the 

quality of life issue, the environmental issue 

and the economic issue, and they're not 

exclusive.  They all are intertwined, and we 

need to take a look at all of that, but, again, 

I am in support.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Feeney?

SCOTT BALDWIN:  Some of you know I'm not 

Dan Feeney but he had to leave so I'm his proxy.  

I'm Scott Baldwin.  B A L D W I N.  Just a 

comment on some of the EIS comments.  I'll try 

to keep it to the airport study.  Some of the 

hyperbole we've heard tonight is way off base.  

We're heard from 3 to 6 times the amount of 

noise but that was pointed out that that's 

impossible.  Lot of what, lot of noise, it's 7 

to 17 decibels, not the 3 to 6 times the amount 

of noise.  Perception is one thing and certainly 

an impact study perception is in the eyes of the 

beholder in a lot of areas.  We also heard that 

we're going to have to tear down Champlain 

School.  The noise at Champlain School is going 
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important, we've had people talk about the 

quality of life issue, the environmental issue 

and the economic issue, and they're not 

exclusive.  They all are intertwined, and we 

need to take a look at all of that, but, again, 

I am in support.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Feeney?

SCOTT BALDWIN:  Some of you know I'm not 

Dan Feeney but he had to leave so I'm his proxy.  

I'm Scott Baldwin.  B A L D W I N.  Just a 

comment on some of the EIS comments.  I'll try 

to keep it to the airport study.  Some of the 

hyperbole we've heard tonight is way off base.  

We're heard from 3 to 6 times the amount of 

noise but that was pointed out that that's 

impossible.  Lot of what, lot of noise, it's 7 

to 17 decibels, not the 3 to 6 times the amount 

of noise.  Perception is one thing and certainly 

an impact study perception is in the eyes of the 

beholder in a lot of areas.  We also heard that 

we're going to have to tear down Champlain 

School.  The noise at Champlain School is going 
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to be going down.  Reference BR4-27.  The noise 

at Champlain School so maybe we're going to have 

to build it up.  It's going to be three decibels 

less.  If you look on that same page, there's 8 

areas or 8 buildings that are going to remain 

the same, the impact of this bedding down the 

F-35.  Seven are actually going to improve over 

what's going on with the F-16 right now and 

there are four that are going to go down, that 

are going to be negatively impacted from 1 to 3 

decibels.  I'm not a conspiracy theorist so I 

would offer that page 61 of the impact study 

that states that some data is not currently 

available, because that data is not currently 

available who here can say whether it's going to 

be positive data or negative data.  It's just 

data that does not exit at this time and will be 

provided at some point in the future.  

I'm not sure, again, hyperbole?  I'm not 

sure -- we've heard both sides of the argument 

as far as housing stock and its effect.  I'm 

certainly not one to say that noise does not 

affect people that live underneath it or live in 
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Winooski.  I personally go to Winooski when I 

know that jets are going to be taking off to the 

north so I can eat, spend my money and listen to 

them take off, but, you know, noise, again, 

we've heard people that live, that are impacted 

negatively and people that are negatively 

positively.  I would suggest that if the Vermont 

Air Guard loses the F-35 and gets nothing or 

gets drones that the impact on the value of your 

homes, it's not going to change a whole lot 

because as we've heard the operations, about 7 

percent of the total operations at the airport.  

You've got noise anyway, but the impact of 

losing a number of high-valued, high paying 

homeowners is going to impact the value of our 

homes a whole lot more than losing, than it 

would of the noise.  So thank you very much for 

your time.  I yield back my time.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Due to an error on 

my part, I was in the wrong, we do have one more 

speaker, Mr. Gary Davis, and that will be our 

last speaker for the evening.

GARY DAVIS:  My name is Gary Davis.  Hello, 
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Winooski.  I personally go to Winooski when I 

know that jets are going to be taking off to the 

north so I can eat, spend my money and listen to 

them take off, but, you know, noise, again, 

we've heard people that live, that are impacted 

negatively and people that are negatively 

positively.  I would suggest that if the Vermont 

Air Guard loses the F-35 and gets nothing or 

gets drones that the impact on the value of your 

homes, it's not going to change a whole lot 

because as we've heard the operations, about 7 

percent of the total operations at the airport.  

You've got noise anyway, but the impact of 

losing a number of high-valued, high paying 

homeowners is going to impact the value of our 

homes a whole lot more than losing, than it 

would of the noise.  So thank you very much for 

your time.  I yield back my time.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Due to an error on 

my part, I was in the wrong, we do have one more 

speaker, Mr. Gary Davis, and that will be our 

last speaker for the evening.

GARY DAVIS:  My name is Gary Davis.  Hello, 
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my fellow terrestrials.  Underneath this 

question is a larger question which was 

mentioned by two of the speakers here.  I'm 90 

years old.  At 22 years old I was in a B-17 over 

Germany bombing cities.  My brother was killed 

in Salerno.  I dare say I'm probably the only 

World War II veteran here.  Einstein said if we 

don't eliminate war, war is going to eliminate 

us.  The F-35, as we all know, is a modern 

probably latest engine of destruction.  I feel 

sorry for the pilots who will fly in these 

planes ordered to fly over another country and 

drop bombs and kill our fellow humans.  This was 

not mentioned in any of the talks that I've 

heard tonight.  The one person who brought out 

the difference between the cost of the F-35s and 

the loss of economic goods that would be lost 

here if they were not put here is ludicrous and 

shameful.  Where is the money going today.  The 

armament budget of all the nations last year was 

over two trillion dollars, and we sit here and 

say yes, bring the F-35 here.  It's an agent of 

war.  You're looking at a person who in 1948 
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renounced war itself by renouncing his 

nationality in the United States because the 

United States, as all nations, are war machines, 

and if we do not recognize that we are in the 

world today and as 1945 we turned the corner on 

weaponry and it went from relative to absolute, 

then we are doomed.  Because the world belongs 

to us.  It does not belong to the United States 

or any of the state departments of any nation.  

These are all fictions which have been bypassed 

by human events.  We have four major world 

revolutions which after the United States 

performed in 1787.  We all know them.  

Technology, electronics, nuclear, and now space.  

We're going off into space today.  Buckminster 

Fuller, and I finish with Buckminster Fuller's 

famous quote, if you want to change anything, 

don't fight the existing reality.  Make a new 

reality and you render the existing reality 

obsolete.  I'm looking at about 100 people out 

here.  We're all going to bed tonight as I am.  

I spent 30 years of my life asleep of the 80 

years and so will you.  We are a species, let's 
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recognize it, and go on from there, and stop 

thinking that we are divided into nations or 

religions or genders or anything that can offset 

the fact that we all die.  I'll leave you with 

that thought.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  Thank you.  We 

appreciate everybody's time and interest in the 

EIS proposal.  Tonight is not the end of your 

opportunity to participate in the environmental 

review process.  As I mentioned earlier, comment 

sheets are available at the registration table 

for you to provide written comments.  You can 

turn these sheets in tonight or mail them at 

your convenience.  You could go ahead and we've 

got the address.  

As shown on the slide, we welcome public 

comments in writing at any time during the 

environmental impact analysis process.  To 

receive timely consideration within the final 

EIS, all comments must be submitted by the first 

of June of 2012.  Thank you for your 

participation and the hearing is adjourned.

HEARING ADJOURNED AT 9:46 P.M.
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